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ACCOUNT 


SAMUEL FOTHERGILL, &c. 


SAMUEL FOTHERGILL, of Warrington, in Lancaſhire, 
was the ſon of John Fothergill, late of Knareſborough, in 
Yorkſhire, and brother to Dr. Fothergill, of London. A fa- 
mily well known, deſervedly reſpected, and which has been no 
leſs diſtinguiſhed for piety and benevoleftice, than for good ſenſe 
and public ſervice, in both religious and civil ſociety. Seve» 
ral branches of it were planted on elevated ground, and have 
' ſpread wide, flouriſhed, and grown up to a conſiderable emi- 
nence in the more public walks of life. Some of them ſtill 
remain, and ſtand in no need of my commendation to procure 
them credit amongſt mankind; and of whom (as we ſhould be 
cautious of praiſing the living, who are ftill in a probationary 
ſtate, as well as in ſpeaking evil of the DEAD) I ſhall ſay no 
more, but haſten to do juſtice to the character of ox E, who is 
now numbered with the latter, and is far beyond the reach of 
human praiſe and human cenſure, 
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His parents gave him a liberal education; they houſed the 
tender plant, attempted early to guard his youthful innocence 
ſrom the noxious blaſt of vice, and, by their own example as 
well as precepts, to form his mind to virtue: but, their ſon be- 
ing of a lively and active diſpoſition, quick of apprehenſion, and 
endued with diſtinguiſhably-engaging natural abilities, his com- 
pany was ſought and delighted in by ſome of his contempora- 
ries, whoſe vicious example allured him from the paths of 
virtue and corrupted his morals, while he turned a deaf ear to 
the voice of parental wiſdom, which called to him, from time 
to time, © my ſon, when ſinners entice thee, eonſent thou not.“ 
His religious parents lamented his increaſing defection, fol- 
lowed him in parental kindneſs, entreated him with tears, and 
endeavoured to reclaim him by wholeſome admonition, and 
by every other method which natural affection and human 
prudence, under the direction of a ſuperior principle, could 
ſuggeſt. The deſired work of reformation, which they waited 
for, (though, at times, almoſt without hopez) appeared not ſo 
ſoon in him as they wiſhed, yet they lived to ſee the travail 
of their fouls.” The prodigal at length returned, as it were, 
from a far country, in the moſt humiliating mar ner, girded 
with ſackcloth ; his parents went forth to meet him, and re- 
ceived him with open arms, as a ſon who had © been dead,” 
but was ** alive again ;” had been“ loſt,” and was found: 
and being duly impreſſed with a ſenſe of his tranſgreſſions, and 
having an unfeigned repentance of the ſame, he was accepted 
in mercy of our common Father, who is in heaven. After 
having ** found a place of repentance,” which, oppreſſed with 
mne moſt alarming apprehenſions, he had © ſought carefully 
with tears;“ and having alſo, through the riches of divine 
grace, experienced « the remiſſion of fins paſt, through the 
forbcarance of God,” the Great Huſbandman inſtructed and 
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aided him to work ſucceſsfully in the rectification and cultiva- 
tion of his own vineyard. A diſpenſation of the goſpel was 
then committed unto him, and he was called forth to labour 
publicly in the ſociety in which he was a member, and in the 
chriſtian world at large, for the edification of the churches, 
and the gathering of ſouls unto God; in which he was “ a 
workman who needed not to be aſhamed.” He followed net 
the cunningly-deviſed fables of mere human tradition, nor 
preached up © for doctrine the commandments of men;” but the 
goſpel, through the inſtrumentality of his miniſtry, came unto us 
not in word only but in power ;” and his great natural abilities be- 
ing ſubjected to the direction of a divine principle, which, though 
ix man, was not or man, but of God, his miniftry was 
adorned and beautified with a grace beyond the reach of art. 


He was in ſtature tall; in perſon comely ; in carriage grave, 
but not auſtere; in addreſs courteous ; and in judgment de- 
liberate and candid. He Was courteous to all, though intimate 
with but few; he minded his own bulineſs, and interfered 
cautiouſly with other mens. His ſtile was maſculine, nervous, 
diffuſive, and rhetorical ; and his delivery graceful, and pe- 
cularly pathetic. But, with all theſe endowments, natural and 
acquired, he was ſtill but a MAN, though a man diſtinguiſhed 
above many of his fellows and contemporaries, amongſt whom 
he had but few equals, in his ſtation, and perhaps no ſuperior. 
J mean, not, however, by any thing already ſaid, or which may 
follow, that he was free from human frailties and imperfections, 
though I cannot charge him with any. And let it be ever 
remembered, as one means of preventing ſuperſtition and ido- 
latry, (for God is jealous of his honour, and will not give his 
glory to another, whether it be an image carved out by human 
hands, or framed by the imagination of the human heart), that 
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the jewels, with which he was adorned, were not his own : he was 
but a Star (though of the firſt magnitude in the church militant), 
and not as ux: the moſt amiable ornaments of his character were 
not inherent, but derived from the unſpeakable gift that com- 
eth down from above; a gift which every man has received, 
and let no man boaſt as if he had not received it; a gift whioh 
is no part of man's nature, but of God's free grace diſpenſed in- 
deed to all men, in ſeveral meaſures, though improved by too 


few in any meaſure : and while many of us acknowledge we can 


do nothing without it, it muſt be acknowledged that we do 
but little, too little with it. 


He was zealouſly affected in a good cauſe, but his zeal was 
according to knowledge, and tempered with charity; like 
lightning, which melts the ſword without ſingeing the ſcabbard, 
it conſumed only that which it was deſigned to conſume, and 
there it burnt as a © torch among ſheaves ;” it diſtinguiſhed 
between men and meaſures : but while it ſought the good of 
all, it ſpared not the vices of any. 


He preached and prayed with the ſpirit and with the un- 
derſtanding alſo ; and added not the myſtery of unintelligible 
words to the myſtery of things. His teſtimony at once ad- 
drefſed the underſtandings, and reached to the hearts, of his hear- 
ers: and, in treating of the divine attributes, he frequently 
commented upon the beautiful and ſublime poetical imagery of 
the prophets, which is not to be equalled by any other ſcrip- 
ture, © lifting up his voice like a trumpet, in an extempora- 


neous effuſion of rapturous eloquence, which (being attended 
with ſuperior power and ſolemnity) at once captivated the ear 
and made contrite the heart; - made libertines tremble ; “ ſtop- 
ped the mouths of gainſayers, and put to ſilence the ignorance 


of fooliſh men.” He ſet forth alſo the eſſential or funda- 
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mental doctrines of practical religion, in ſuch an amiable point 
of view, that many of the unprejudiced, of all parties, who 
differed from him in judgment about matters of leſs import- 
ance, could not be offended with his doctrine, but were ſome- 
time much edified and comforted by his miniſtry. His whole 
conduct beſpoke an inward piety towards God, and love, with- 
out reſpect of perſons or diſſimulation, to the whole rational 
world. He addreſſed mankind without diſtinction, as his bre- 
thren by creation, the offspring of one common father, who 
of one blood made all nations; to dwell upon the face of the 
earth.“ With God there is no reſpect of perſons, and it 
would be better if thete were leſs amongſt men. 
ö 
Some well meaning, though miſtaken, chriſtians, will not 
allow of ſalvation to any man who is without the pale of their 
particular church; as if the Sun of Truth were hid or eclipſed 
to all that are not within its contracted horizon: but we 
are inſtructed that it enlighteneth every man coming into 
the world:“ the rays of the Sun of Righteouſneſs are not 
confined to detached countries and parties, (ſome of whom, 
upon certain ABSTRUSE ſubjects, may not clearly underſtand 
one another, nor themſelves) ; he ſhines univerſally upon all 
nations, kindreds, tongues, and people, and no man can trace 
him in the zodiac of his mercy. This doctrine S. Fothergill 
inculcated by words fitly ſpoken ; he neither called for fire 
from heaven, nor attempted to kindle any upon earth ; but 
cautioned mankind to beware of thoſe ſparks of contention 
which are too frequenly produced, by a colliſion of the paſſions, 
in controverſies about ſubjects which no human being can 
comprehend, and about others which are at beſt, but the ap- 
pendages of devotion, and not devotion itſelf. But, whom 
he could not perſuade or convince, he did not condemn: whom 
he could not inform or reform, he pitied; his charity, like 
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God's grace, was extended to all; and the manner in which 
he expreſſed it was exceeded by none. 


Having received the goſpel freely of Chriſt, he preached 
it freely; © not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind,” com- 


municating, in proportion te his ability, in common with the 


reſt of his brethren, to the neceſſities of the poor: and, while 
he attempted to enforce the obligation of the ſocial and relative, 
as well as the religious, duties, he was himſelf an example of 
patience, forbearance, brotherly kindneſs, and charity : he 
imitated the example of Chriſt, and went about doing good: 
but I mean no indecent compariſon; I would neither attempt to 
ſet the ſervant above the maſter, nor to make him his equal.— 
The beſt of men have received but a meaſure of that ſpirit 
which the Author of the Chriſtian Religion poſſeſſed without 
meaſure, He condeſcended to call his diſciples brethren and 
to waſh their feet: it beſpoke, indeed, great love and humility 
in him to ſtoop ſo low; but that act gave his diſciples no 
ſuperiority over him, nor did they imagine, that, by following 
his example, they became equal to him. 


Being attended with many bodily infirmities, he experienced 
many pains; and, having paſſed through ſome other afflictive diſ- 
penſations, he was not unacquainted with grief; he was therefore 


qualified to ſympathize with the afflicted, whether in body or 


mind : he knew how to mourn with them that mourned, as well as 
to rejoice with them that rejoiced; but experience had taught 


him that it is better to go to the houſe of mourning than to the 


houſe of mirth. He cautiouſly avoided to turn the lame and 
weak out of the way, or to grieve them in it; but attempted to 


ſtrengthen that which was almoſt ready to die; and was made 
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inſtrumental to the comforting of thouſands, with that comfort 
wherewith he himſelf was comforted of God. 


His father, who was alſo an eminent and laborious miniſter, 
felt, without doubt, much joy in ſeeing his own ſon, who 
had formerly trampled upon the croſs, take it up, and become 
one of Chriſt's diſciples. But he muſt have felt ſtill more, from 
the reflection that a ſon, who had been an enemy to the goſpel, 
was become his father's fellow-labourer in it, and went hand in 
hand, in company with him, to the altar of God, and there 
attempted to promote it amongſt men. 'The pious old man, 
full of days, and in a good old age, having finiſhed his courſe, 
left his bleſſing with his ſon, fell aſleep, and was gathered unto 
his fathers in peace; and his ſon took up, as it were, the man- 
tle of Elijah, and a double portion of the ſpirit devolved upon 
Eliſha,” 


He travelled ſeveral times over moſt part of England and 
Ireland, was once in Scotland, and once on the continent of 
America; he was well received, and had large mixed auditories 
in moſt places where his lot was caſt; but he affected not popu- 
larity; he was not puffed up with pride, by the loud plaudit of 
aFollowing multitude, nor did he attempt to gather people 
unto himſelf, or exalt his own name, but endeavoured to ga- 
ther them to a dependence on Chriſt, to exalt his name, which 
is above every name, the univerſal Shepherd and Biſhop of Souls. 
He had weighed the worth, and knew the vanity, of fame. — 
It is a fleet and ſhort-lived vapour, an ignis fannt, that has 
. miſled many reputed wiſe men, and utterly ruined ſome : it has 
drawn down, as it were, ſtars from heaven to earth, but it never 
lifted up any of its deluded votaries from earth to heaven. 
The narrow regions of terreſtrial and titular dignity circum- 
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ſcribe its empire: and of thoſe, who have been borne up upon 
its gaudy wings to the very pinnacle of its aerial temple, many 
have fallen beneath its baſe, into indeliable infamy, or, hapleſs 
ſunk into the abyſs of oblivion. 


But here let my reader pauſe, and make a diſti nction betwixt 
the incenſe of adulation, offered up by the undiſcerning many, 
and the approbation of the judicious few, who, confidering the 
frailty of human nature in its altitude, cautiouſly commend 

| thoſe who deſerve well. To live and die beloved of ſuch men 
is an object to which chriſtian humility allows us not to be in- 
different. Ile loved the unity of the wiſe and good of all 
denominations, whom he preferred, and deſired to preſerve an 
unity of ſpirit with them in the bond of peace. With whom 
a good name has been eſteemed, by the wiſe and worthy of all 
generations, © better than precious ointment.” Even their 
ſeaſonable reproofs, which inflit a ſalutary wound, are more 
defirable than the kiſſes of an enemy, which are deceitful, or 


the praiſe of fools, which is vain. 


By the fatigue of long journies, in all ſeaſons and in different 
climates; by being frequently expoſed to the cold air, after 
being much heated and exhauſted by the exerciſe of his pift, 
in crouded aſſemblies, his conſtitution became greatly enervated 
and impaired; and, after having laboured in word and doc- 
trine, at home and abroad, near thirty-ſix years, his bodily 
infirmities increaſed, and the day of his diſſolution appeared 
to be not far off. To ſome of his relations, who came to viſit 
him a little before he died, he uttered many weighty ſentences, 
ſome of which were to the following effect. 


« Our health is no more at our command than length of days; 


f 


1 
mine ſeems drawing faſt toward a conclufion : —but I am con- 


tent with every allotment of providence; for they are all in 
wiſdom, unerring wiſdom. - 


There is ONE THING, Which, as an arm underneath, bears 
up and ſupports me; and though the rolling tempeſtuous billows 
ſurround, yet my head is kept above them, and my feet are 
firmly eſtabliſhed. —O ſeek after it; preſs after it; lay faſt 
hold of it, | | 


« Though painful my nights and weatiſome my days, yet I 
am preſerved in patience and reſignation, Death has no ter- 
rors, nor will the grave have any victory, My ſoul triumphs 
over death, hell and the grave. 


« As I have lived, fo I ſhall cloſe, with the moſt unſhaken 
aſſurance, that we have not followed cunningly-deviſed fables, 
but the pure, living, and eternal ſubſtance. 


5 T feel a foretaſte of the joy that is to come: and, if I be re- 
moved out of his church militant, where I have enazavoured 
to fill op my duty, I have an evidence that I ſhall gain admit- 
tance into his glorious church triumphant, far above the 
heavens,” 


After a painful and tedious illneſs, which he endured with 
true chriſtian patience, reſignation, and fortitude, he departed 
this life on the 15th of the ſixth month, 1772, at his houſe, at 
Warrington, in the 57th year of his age: and, after a weari- 


| ſome pilgrimage, he doubtleſs entered © into the joy of is 


Lord,” and into his maſter's reſt, And as, while living, he was 
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generally commended and reſpected, ſo his death was as gene- 
rally regreted. But it becomes us to acquieſce with the diſpen- 
ſations of Divine Providence ; © his counſels are unſearchable, 
and his ways paſt finding out. 


He has paid the debt which millions have paid before him, 
and which all his relations, friends, and ſurvivors, muſt ſhortly 
pay. But, though he is no longer numbered amongſt the living, 
in this lower elementary ſphere, yet he is numbered with the 
children of God, in one that is infinitely ſuperior, and the lot 
of his inhefitance is with the ſaints. —His day is over, but he 
worked while it is called to-day : the night cloſed in upon him, 
but his ſun ſet in an unclouded horizon, the auſpicious omen of 
a ſucceeding eternal fair day. His work was completed; he 
is at reſt from his labours, and his works follow him.” He 
has finiſhed the voyage of human life; during which, it was 

| not his lot to glide always along before a gentle breeze, upon 
| tc the ſmooth ſurface of a ſummer's ſea; he endured adverſe 
| | winds and tempeſtuous ſeaſons; but, being on a good bottom» 


he did not founder in his paſſage, but, borne up on the waves 
ns of a troubled ocean, his ſhattered bark, richly fraught, arrived 
| | at length in the haven of reſt, where we would all be: his 
|| cargo was ſafely landed, and he is now in the enjoyment of the 
' fruit of his labours.—“ For the work of righteouſneſs is peace, 
and the effect of it is quietneſs and aſſurance for ever.” 


| | The death of wiſe and good men, who have been of eminent 2 
C || ſervice, in the moſt eſſential matters, to mankind in general, is | 
i" an event which concludes their labours under the ſun, and puts 
| an end to their intercourſe with the living, and cannot but 
deeply affect the ſenſibility of their ſurvivors, who knew them, 
and are impreſſed with a grateful ſenſe of their ſervices: eſpeci- 
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ally of thoſe who were intimately connected with them, on the 
baſis of virtue, which is the only true foundation of true friend- 
ſip.—We may be reſigned, as chriſtians; while we feel, as 
men. The moſt virtuous, on ſuch occaſions, can ſcarcely re- 
frain from ſhedding, at leaſt, one tear; nor does virtue forbid 
it, They ſorrow, but not like thoſe that are without hope: for, 
though Elijah is taken from them, the Lord God of Elijah re- 


mains: with him there is © no variableneſs or ſhadow of turn- 


ing, he is the « ſame to day, yeſterday, and for ever.” 


We are adviſed, in holy writ, to behold the end of the up- 
rigat, the end of whom is peace: it affords matter of encou- 
ragement to thoſe, who are yet on their way and have not 
reached che goal, to hold on their way; and, laying aſide every 
weight and burden, to run with patience the race which is ſet 
before them, in full aſſurance that they ſhall reap, if they faint 
not. It ſuggeſts alſo a leſſon, containing profitable inſtruction 
to the thoughtleſs and the indifferent, or lukewarm profeſſors, 
Let us, who were attracted by his powerful and pathetic elo- 
quence, which ſometimes urged a heart-felt figh, and drew 
from our eyes a ſilent ſolemn tear of contrition, remember the 
important truths which he aſſerted, whilſt living, and which he 
ſealed, by a heart-felt energic teſtimony, in death; and, by 
ſuffering them to regulate our affections and influence our cone 
duct, through life, that we alſo may have hope in death,” and | 
afterward enjoy with him, and the wiſe and worthy of all gene- 
rations, “a joy which is unſpeakable and full of glory.“ 


Though no monumental pile or ſepulchral ſtone is erected to 
the memory of our deceaſed friend, yet he has left memorials 
of his worthy character and labours, as epiſtles, engraven on the 
hearts of thoſe who knew him, and which will render his me- 
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mory precious to the preſent generation, and tranſmit it, with real 
honour, to late poſterity, 


I have been diffuſe upon the ſubject; but thoſe, who feel the 
importance of it, wilt excuſe me. While I am tranſported with 
ſo noble a theme, I am inattentive to the rules of literary com- 
poſition: throwing off every reſtraint, I ſpeak out ſpontaneouſly 
the real language of my heart.— But I will haſten to a final period. 


Though the bodies of all men are made up of the ſame ele- 
mentary materials, yet all men are not of equal ſtrength, of the 
ſame ſize, or the ſame complexion; nor have they the ſame 
ſymmetry or the ſame diſpoſition of features, And, though the 
fouls of mankind ate of one ſpecies and have one common 
Father, « the God of the ſpirts of all fleſh,” yet there does not 
appear in them the ſame proportion of faculties, the ſame ele- 
vation of genius, the ſame delicate ſenſibility, nor the ſame 
natural capacity for knowledge. They differ no leſs than 
the ſtars in magnitude. Whether theſe intellectual phænomena 
are owing to the mere organization of matter, in conjunction 
with different modes of education, or to an inherent inequality 
amongſt the ſpecies, I ſhall not preſume to determine: but 
certainly there is an apparent peculiar natural ſtrength of faculties, 
quickneſs of apprehenſion, greatneſs of ſoul, compaſs of thought, 
depth of penetration, and comparative vaſtneſs of comprehenſion 
in ſome men, apart from the acceſſory aid of erudition and of a 


ſaperior influence, that diſtinguiſn them under every garb and 


in every circumſtance, whether they be mixed with the vulgar 
multitude, or are embodied with ſuperior ranks of mankind; 
whether they are detached and ſolitary, or are united with kin- 
dred geniuſes, and form a conſtell-tion; in their diſordered and 
worlt ſtate, like the remains of ancient gothic ſtructures, their 


_—— = © I * 8 
188 460 W 8 
2 CO n a * 
* 4 - * * * ” - * 
a —_— 
© 


[xy] 

native grandeur appears even in their ruins: but when ſuch men 
(as did SamuEL FoTHERGILL) regulate their paſſions by the 
aid of a religious influence, and govern their conduct by the 
ſtrict laws of virtue, they flame along like comets, at an immenſe 
diſtance in the etherial ſpace, deſcribing a vaſt circle of action, 
animating the general ſyſtem, and exciting the admiration and 
aſtoniſhment of thoſe who move along, leſs _conſpicuous, in 
inferior orbs. We wonder; we admire; and then reflect,“ how 
paſſing wonder he who made them ſuch,” 
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DISCOURSES, &c. 


THE FOLLOWING WAS DELIVERED ON FIRST DAY MORN= 
ING, THE 17TH OF THE FIFTH MONTH, 1707, 


AT THE FRIARS, IN BRISTOL. 


ART THOU IN MHPALTH, MY BROTHER *? 


1 hath been in my mind to adopt the language or ſalu- 
tation of Joab to Amaſa; but with ſentiments different, far 
different, from thoſe which actuated the treachery of Joab, 
even thoſe of true and tender affection, and with a mind re- 
pleniſhed with that charity which wiſheth well to all. 


« Art thou in health, my brother ? 


I could wiſh, with all poſſible ſolicitude, to lead every mind 
preſent into the moſt careful inquiry, in reſpe& to their ſpiri- 
tual ſtate of health; and to their immediate relation and 
affinity to that ſupreme almighty Being, who is the juſt and 


„ Sam. xx. gs 
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wiul judge of quick and dead. I fear it hath proceeded from 

too anxious a ſolicitude for the health of your bodies, and 
proſperity of your temporal concerns, that too many of you 
have too frequently, and in a manner totally, neglecte! the 
great concern of your immortal ſouls, which is indeed the 
* one thing needful,” 


Thoſe temporal concerns, I ſay, which are of a trifling pe- 
riſhing nature, have, I fear, interrupted and taken off from 
this principal concern: your anxiety and application towards 
the attainment of the treaſures and the enjoyment of the plea- 
ſures of the world, have occaſioned too great a neglect of your 
religious duty. 


The conveniences of life are by no means a contemptib'e 
concern, where they are bounded with temperance, and con- 
fined within their proper channel: but as there is a part in us 
of infinitely greater, of no leſs than eternal moment, it alſo re- 
quires an attention proportionable to its proper worth ; for 
what are temporal concerns when compared with the import- 
| ant one of eternity! 


The ſtate of the body is ſubje& to divers maladies ; and when 
we have done our utmoſt to preſerve it, we ſhall find in the end 
(and how ſcon that may be none knows) that it is of neceſſity 
ſubje& to the ſtroke of death, and to the incloſure of the grave. 


I have therefore thought it by no means an improper in- 
quiry for each individual to make, and deeply ponder, What 
is thy Rate, or how is it with thee, O my ſoul! who art capa- 
ble of partaking of immortal joys, and deſtined to triumph 
over death and the grave? © When this carthly tabernacle 
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ſnall be diſſolved,“ thy appointment and deſtination, if in pto- 
per ſoundneſs for it, ſhall be made perfect with the whole 
family of Gop, and be no longer ſubject to the diſeaſes, pains, 
trials, and afflictions of this life, but ſhare the things which 
are of Gop, * with the general aſſembly and church of the 
firſt-born, whoſe names are written in heaven “. 


As this is of the moſt infinite importance to the ſons of men, - 
I have thought it my particular duty, upon the preſent oc- 
caſion, to put you in mind of the neceſſary inquiry into the 
ſtate of your ſpiritual health ; the condition of your immortal 
ſouls : being very apprehenſive that all of you, my brethren, 
are not in perfect health, who have outwardly the appearance 
of health; but that, on the contrary, many are in a dan- 
gerous ſtate of diſeaſe and ſtupeſaction, have only preſerved a 
lethargic frame, and are tottering upon the brink of deſtruction. 


This inquiry into the preſent ſtate of experience, and of 
advancement in the work of ſalvation, hath branched itſelf out 
in my view, and divided into ſeveral claſſes, thoſe who are 
now in the audience of my voice. And, in the firſt place, I 
entreat the attention of you, the elders, amongſt whom our Lord, 
as amongit ſo many ſhepherds, hath divided his flock ; over 
whom you are appointed to watch, and to teach them to per- 
ſevere in the path which leadeth to eternal life ! 


You have experienced the power of religion; you have“ put 
on the armour of light ;“ and ought to ſtand as guardian 
angels, and to call as the angel called, ſaying, « Come up 
hither, and I will ſhew thee the bride, the lamb's wife 5.“ 


* Heb. xii, 23.—} Rom. xii, 12.— Rey. xxi. g. 
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« Ar2 you in health,” my brethren? “ Are you in health,“ 
my ſiſters? —© Are you in health,” my fellow-labourers in the 
Lord ?—Are you in a lively active ſtate in the cauſe of religion? 
in the cauſe of virtue and temperance ? in the power of the goſ- 
pel, as it is in Chriſt? 


If thoſe that have been called with an high and holy calling, 
as delegated ſhepherds under the one great Shepherd, walk 
uprightly in his fear and to his glory, then the ſheep will, 
with them, be more likely to be gained upon to f.llow the 
great Shepherd; they will then have a frequent deſire, a long- 
ing aypetite, after the divine manna which comerh down from 
God out of heaven; for, every life hath its food and ts proper 
rutriment ; and a foul panting after Heaven, can be ſatisfied 
with nothing ſhort of the food from Heaven. 


In the next place, I addreſs “ you,” by brethren in the work 
of the miniſtry, reminding you of its divine inftitution ; all 
that have entered rightly into it“ being called of God, as was 
Aaron.“ | "my 


It is written, © he maketh his angels ſpirits, and his miniſ- 
ters a flame of fire f;“ and though the term“ angels“ be ge- 
nerally underſtood of the glorified ſpirits in heaven, yet, as it 
ſignifies MESSENGERS, it here ſeems to be applicable to thoſe 
whom the Moſt High prepares and ſends forth, to excite and 
enliven his militant church on earth. —“ Are you in health, 
my brethren ?”—It is the divine will that you be fed with ce- 
leſtial food; not with the unlawful things of the world, nor 
with the unlawful love of its lawful things; but that you be- 
come as * angels,” and “like his miniſtering ſpirits,” as a 


* Heb. v. 4.- + Pfalm civ. 4. 
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flame of fire. He will make you, if with due conſtaney ye ad- 


here to, and attend on him, a ſacred and fixed flame of love, 


and of light never to be extinguiſhed: your care, and pains, 
and labour here will be but a moment; your reward will be 
« a crown of life everlaſting.” The bread that you eat, and 
the water that you drink, :n | of which ye miaifter a due ſhare 
to others, will be daily ſpringing up in you unto everlaſting 
life! The divine manna and the daily ſacrifice will be continued. 
Reſt in hope, —look for the coming of your Lord, — Labour 


in the diſcharge of your duty. 


Indeed it hath ſometimes happened that ſome of the miniſters 
of Chriſt, “ ſtewards of the myſtery of God“, have not been 
found faithful to what he required. Be ever mindful of the ne- 
ceſſity of putting on and wearing the ſpiritual robes, prefigured 
by thoſe of Aaron: the holy girdle about the loins ; the breaſt- 
plate, with the“ Urim and Thummim;“ the Bell and the Pome- 
granate, Some indeed have had the Bell, ſending forth an 
empty unavailing ſound, but have wanted the Pomegranate, 
the ſoul-enlivening fruit of the good ſpirit of Chriſt, our ever- 
laſting high prieſt. 


« But J hope better things of you,” beloved in Chriſt, © and 


things that accompany ſalvation.” I am ſure we have need, 


with the utmoſt diligence, application and care, to keep the 


| loins of our mind girded about; we had need to ſtand upon 


the watch; we have great need to maintain the utmoſt ſteadi- 
neſs; for, if we, who ſtand in the fore front, ſhould fall, we 
fall not alone ; if we flide from the path of truth, who amongſt 
us will be able to ſtand ? 


#* 1 Cor. iv. 1, 2. 
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61 
We ought to be endued with the ſpirit of wiſdom, of judg- 
ment, and with ſound minds ; which he hath promiſed to them 
that aſk this bleſiing from him, and hath made good his pro- 


mile, 


Are you in health, my brethren ?” Are you ſtrongly at- 
tached to the promotion and exaltation of that glorious cauſe 
which you have embarked in? Have each of you a ſhare in, 
and a proper care of, the Lord's work ? Do you watch over 
the flock attending on your miniſtry, under the great Shepherds 
and with the tenderneſs of goſpel love * ſeeking to fave that 
which was loſt ?” 


I frecly confeſs my own fears, that I am not in a ſtate of per- 
fect health and ſound mind, labouring as I ought in the work of 
the Lord. As it 1s a taſk of the utmoſt importance, I ought 
to remain ever diſident of my own care, and to watch daily in 
the diſcharge of a truſt ſo great and important as that of the 
recovery and preſervation “of the loſt ſheep of the houſe of 
Iſrael,” | 


The proſtration of the ſoul before the God and Father of 


Mercies, in a cauſe of ſuch infinite concern, is a continual 


duty which can ſcarce ever be ſufficiently diſcharged, The ſe- 
cret cry of my ſoul has, after this manner, frequently ariſen ; 
Lord! ſpare thy people, and bleſs thine heritage.” I am 
fully perſuaded, my friends, were all the miniſters and elders 
more bleſſed with ſound health, the minds of the flock would 
be more filled with brotherly kindneſs, and more and more ap- 
proach to that ſtate which I have mentioned; they would know 
what is meant by the “ angels being ſpirits,” and how to un- 
derſtand his “ miniſters being a flame of fire,” 


ES] 


T come now to another claſs, whom I mean to addreſs under 
the title of thoſe within the audience of my voice, who con- 
tinue in à ſingle ſtate, 


« Are you in health, my brethren and ſiſters?“ Are you poſ- 
ſeſt of inward virtue, and of ability to live to God, as be- 
cometh his ſaints; and which alone will lead you to eternal life? 
Do you aſpire after theſe, with an unabated zeal? 


You muſt not expect always to reſt ſatisfied with the good 
things of this life. The day may come when you will loath 
the abundance of your temporal poſſeſſions: you will then be 
concerned that you have ſo indulgently “ dwelt in ceiled houſes, 
and have let the houſe of God lie waſte '' Then you would 
be glad to have exchanged the fading pleaſures of life for the 
ſubſtantial joys of eternity, 


Recolle& yourſelves in the ſpring time of life; conſider early 
the importance of this exchange, while you have it in your 
Power to make it. Look up to an object more glorious than 
the preſent world can afford you, even to the joys of that eternal 
inheritance, which “ the children of the firſt-born, the innumer- 
able company of happy ſpirits, the general aſſembly of juſt men 
already made perfect,“ are repleniſhed with. —Pleaſures un- 
ſpeakable ! that exiſt for evermore ! 


c Art thou in health, my brother ?'—My dear brethren, are 
ye fervently engaged in labouring, neceſſary labouring, for the 
promotion of the cauſe of God upon earth ? 


O ye parents and heads of families, who are placed as de- 


+ Haggai i. 4, &c. 


ESE 
legated ſhepherds over them; timely beware leſt the blood of 


your children, or of any part of your charge, fall on your 
heads: (if through your miſconduct they become corrupted, 


and their ſouls periſh.) Know that inquiſition for þlood will 


haſten from the ſupreme Judge, who hath divided the claſſes of 
mankind, and, as it were, ſeparated from the reſt thoſe who 
are parents, and have children ; his call 1s to theſe, « Go work 
in my vineyard,” | 


Theſe precious gifts which he hath given, as pledges of his 
love, are to be led and inſtructed by them with a proper au- 
thority. 


If the parents experimentally felt the advantages of ſpiritual 
health in themſelves, then would they be concerned that the 
tender minds of their children ſhould be properly cultivated 
with the knowledge of the Lox p, and a fearful apprehenſion of 
tranſgreſſing his ſupreme commands. They would teach them 
to look further than mere temporal acquiſitions ; even to Gop 
their Creator. They would bring them up in the nurture and 
fear of the Loxb; in order that their minds might be filled 
from the ſtore-houſe and magazine of boundleſs good, and early 
enriched with the joys of God's falvation: and this would 
naturally diffuſe the greateſt ſatisfaction to the parents them- 


ſelves, to ſee their children become the delight and ornaments of 


human nature, and fitted for a glorious change! “ the company 
of angels, and the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect.“ The ties 
of nature, and the ſtronger ties of gratitude to him who gave 
the bleſſing, call aloud for teaching the tender minds of your 
children, to walk in the ſafe and delightful paths of virtue. 
With what ſatisfaction and compoſure of mind will ſuch parents 
be enabled to anſwer the great Gop, upon his awful examina- 
tion to this purpoſe ; “ What have you dene with thoſe tender 
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ſheep which I committed to your care in the wilderneſs ? have 
you trained them up in ſafety? How will ſuch parents be 
ſupported by a conſciouſneſs of having done their duty, in that 
ſolemn hour!---They then may truly ſay, I have done my ut- 
moſt within my contracted ſphere, within the narrow precincts of 
my allotment in life, to fill up my ſtated duty.” Then the ſu- 
preme Judge will ſet at his right hand ſuch parents, and they 
ſhall be united to him in glory. 


And I beſeech you, parents, elders, miniſters (and J include 
myſelf), let us all ſay, Amen, to this ſolemn care in eur reſpec- 
tive families; let us all diſcharge our ſeveral duties as men, 
hoping for the coming of our Lob, who then will ſay unto us, 
„Well done, good and faithful ferrants,” even in that hour 
when he ſhall come with terrors to make inquiſition for blood 
through the various ranks, whether miniſters, elders, heads of 
families, even throughout the various claſſes of mankind. 


I wiſh all parents and heads of families would continually 
walk hand in hand with their children and families, in the path 
which leadeth to life eternal; daily watching over, and improv- 
ing their riſing judgments, with the wiſdom which cometh from 
above; inſtructing and encouraging them in the contemplattun 
of divine things; perſuading them to believe as the truth is, that 
the things of this world are all uncertain, and fading away; that 
they have everlaſting manſions erected for them in the city of 
their God; where (if they fall not ſhort, or turn not aſide) they 
will enjoy the company of faints and angels for ever more. 


* Are you in health, my brethren and ſiſters?“ 


Exerciſe yourſelves in this your preſent fate, diſferently from 
thoſe whoſe faculties are bounded within the narrow limit of 
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this world; cultivate, continually cultivate, the minds of your 
offspring, endeavouring to raiſe in them a proper comprehenfion 
of the dignity of their natures, and to fix in them early a 
ſteady belief of their immortality; which is of the utmoſt im- 
portance to all ! 


The hearts of thoſe are unfound who live in a perpetual 
attachment to the pride of lite, who are contaminated with the 
love of the world, wherein their chict happineſs appears to be 
placed: how can ſuch point out the way to the city of Gob? 
how can they ſay to their children, “ Let us retreat from the 
world, from this ſcene of corruption; let us withdraw from the 
cares, the ſolicitudes of life: let us aſcend to our appointed 
home: let us contemplate the joys of eternity: let nothing ſe- 
parate us from that bleiied hope!“ 


How can parents thus addreſs their children, when they 
have, perhaps, for a long courſe of years, ceaſed to conſider 
the awful importance of the ſubject; and their own minds con- 
tinue fixed, and tied down to the fading enjoyments of life! 
Alas! that the folly and vanity of the ſuperfluous pleaſures of 
the world ſhould ſo entirely engage and engroſs the attention of 
any one immortal individual, as to take up almoſt every mo- 


ment of their precious time ! 
\ 


Hence, ſometimes, parents, inſtead of inſtructing the minds 
of their children, have fo totally corrupted their own, that they 
have laid obſtructions in the way to the immortal happineſs of 
their offspring, and, when their children have for a time trod in 
the ways of religion and virtue, they have been fo extremely 
corrupt themſelves, as to oppoſe them in their paſſage ; to ob- 
ſtruc them, with violence, in their way to glory; and thereby 
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aggravated their own guilt beyond expreffion : alas! what wi! 
their puniſhment prove, when convicted of ſo great a neglect and 
violation of their duty ? when he that is the Judge of quick an1 
dead ſhall appear in judgment, to render to every man accord- 
ing to his works! May all parents, who are negligent in the 
diſcharge of their duties, lay it ſentouſly to heart. 


In the mean time, may you, my brethren and ſiſters in a 
ſpiritual relation, continue in a ſtate of lively active health — 
labouring in the ſure ground of hope, that, © when the great 
Shepherd himſelf ſhall appear, you may alſo appear with him in 
glory.“ If you ſo perft, | cannot but yet hope, that your ſted- 
faſt continuance will prove the means of ſpreading ſpiritual 
health, in an eminent degree. For, as, on the one hand, minds 
infected and vitiated with the luſt of the fleſh, the lu of the 
eye, or the pride of life,“ are very apt to ſpread the contagion to 
all that are round about them; {o, on the other hand, fuck as 
are reſtored by Czr15T toa ſtate of ſpiritual health, and by him 
ſteadily preſerved in it, often become inſtrumental in his hand, 
to diffuſc that bleſſing, from whence, healthy parents have been 
frequently obſerved to have healthy children, 


I am convinced that the Lon p is at work amongſt the rifing 
generation; many of whom ſtand convicted in their own minds, 
of the want of ſpiritual health; and are imploring the mercy of 
the God of their ſalvation. 


In order to your attaining it, let me call upon you again, the 
preſent riſing generation, whoſe ſtations in life may be likely to 
have ſome little continuance ; be ever ſtedfaſt in the performance 
of your religious duties, that you may become heirs of the king- 
do m, and have your portion with the children of Gop. 
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It ſeems to me of the greateſt importance, in relation to the 
various affairs of life, to form aright the minds of youth; and 
therefore, Lonce more intreat every parent preſent, that you watch 
over, and carefully nouriſh,cvery feed of virtue {p1inging up in the 
minds of your children, for the ſake of their, and of your own, 
temporal welfare; as well as for the hope and aſſurance of both 
their, and your own, eternal happineſs, 

And here let me claſs every fingle individual; as every 
ſingle individual is poſting on his way to an eternal ſlate of 
exiſtence and that they may be guided by Infinite Wiſdom is 
my earne#t deſire, and be at laſt received into glory ! welcomed 
thither by their dear Redeemer ! 


In this city he hath laid his hand npon one, and upon ano- 
ther. He hath preſerved many from the pollutions that too 
frequently reign in the world ; and- hath mercifully induced 
ſome to look early into the law of liberty, into the counſel 
of his will, who thereby learn the things which belong to 
their peace. | | 


« Art thou in health, my brother?” Art thou not only 
c called from” a ſtate of darkneſs, into his marvellous light ;” 
but, obedient to the call, entered upon the road to eternal 
glory? «Art thou in health,” my fellow pilgrim ? 


A ſenſe of the want of that food which Chriſt gives, is at 
leaſt a ſymptom of life. | 


I believe it may be faid concerning ſome among you, as 
was ſaid formerly to Chriſt ; “ Lord, he whom thou loveſt is 
fick.” The decay of health in many, has been owing to foul 
feeding; to their daily feeding upon the ſpirit, maxims, and 
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manners of the world, upon exterior appearances, upon com- 


parative righteouſneſs, upon a compariſon of their preſent 
with their former ſtate ; whoſe minds are relaxed with the love 
and ſpirit of vanity. Some have relaxed into evil, and are 
now become too much unacquainted with God and his law; 
which, to holineſs, and to that only, annexes happineſs. 


Many of theſe might have gone on from one degree of ſtrength 


to another, had they not too much regarded the things of 
time, and fed too greedily upon the temptations and pleaſures 
of this life; not enough conſidering, that the diſcaſes and diſ- 


orders of the mind thus fed, muſt certainly at laſt bring 
death, even the death, though not diſſolution, of the foul. 
They might have been cloathed, if not with a perfect heart, 
yet with a certain degree of ſtrength; and been more and 
more advanced on their way to the regions of bliſs. 


I beſeech you, continue in your love to the goſpel of 
Chriſt : that, day after day, you may feed on the holy ſacrifice, 
and on that eternal fruit with which he nouriſhes the ſoul that 
* hungers and thiris after righteouſneſs.“ And, I cannot help, 
while I am fpeaking, preſiing you in a more immediate man- 
ner, if poſſible, that, not relying on your own wiſdom, and 


your own ſtrength, but in a full dependence and leaning upon 


the breaſt of the beloved Jeſus, you all, patiently, with a 
holy ſoundneſs, proceed in “ the highway to the city of God;“ 
that you may be crown-d at laſt with glory, honour, and im- 
mortality ! | 


I find in me (at leaſt) one qualification of a goſpel miniſter ; 
even that of a ſtrong and ardent love, which wiſheth well to 
all mankind: and in particular that you who are preſent, may 
enjoy ſuch a ſtate of perſect health as I have been at this time 


| | ( 14 ] 
enforcing to your ſerious conſideration : may it ſpread through 
every claſs ; may you all increaſe in the ſtability of righteouſ- 
neſs, through this liſe : and may it carry you into the boundleſs 4 
joys of ecernity, into that glorious city, not one of whoſe in- 4 
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. N. B. The Writer could 1191 be preſent in the Morning, nor at the 
immediate Beginning of the following Diſcaurſe © but was aſſured, 
by many preſent, that the Preacher had procceded but a little Ways 
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I The Subject taken from the Parable of the Unjuſt Steward, 

5 Viz. this Queſtion, 

i HOW MUCH OWEST THOU UNTO MY LORD*®? 

Eee Cn 
igth Day of the Fifth Month, in the Afternoon. 

the AVING in the morning enlarged on our debts or ob- 
ed, ligations to God, for the abundant variety of temporal 
Ty. 


bleſſings received from him in truſt, for the good of others, &c. 
he procceded thus ; 


f we are beſides onrſ{clves, it is unto God: If we are ber, 
it is for your ſakes+,” If, with the ſtrergth of love, and a 
zealous fervency of mind, we labour in and for the church, and 
for the good of thoſe to whom we are ſent; if rifing early and 
lying down late; if being willing to ſpend and to be ſpent, 
diſintereſtedly, without any lucrative motive, or receiving any 
thing, but mere food, from thoſe amongſt whom we labour; if 
miniſtring to our own wants, and to the wants of others, 
carry any kind of evidence to the confiderate and prudent 
mind, of a diſintereſted goſpel miniſtry ; we have, fo far, a valid 
claim to it. 


* Luke xvi. 3.— 2 Cor. v. 13. 


1 
« We preach not ourſelves, but Chriſt Jeſus the Lord; and 7 
ourſelves your ſervants, for his ſake *. 


| « If we are beſides ourſelves, it is unto God, If we are * 
TR ſober, it is for your ſakes. Having known the tetrors of © 
| the Lord for fin;” having experienced a gradual progreſſion 3 
| " from the pit of pollution, from the mire and clay ; © having,” in 
bl fome meaſure, ** taſted of the good word of life, and of the 
if powers of the world to come,” we apprehend we have authority, 
0 more than any human laws or ordination of men can give us, 
Fil: to tell to others; what God hath done for our ſouls. I may 
"nh proceed yet further with truth and ſincerity, having the ſanction 
0 of him, who is the ſearcher of hearts; “ for the love of Chriſt 
1 conſtraineth usf.“ The foundation of the goſpel miniſtry is 
al this conſtraining love of Chriſt. 


We enter not into the miniſterial office, with any application 
1 of this ſort, viz. © Put me (I pray thee) into one of the 
1 prieſts offices, that I may eat a piece of breadj.” We think 
higher of the goſpel miniſtry ; ſo that no temporary emolument 
can poſſibly be an adequate inducement to us, to enter upon it; 
for © the love of Chriſt conſtraineth us. We ſpeak with re- 
verence and a feeling heart; and we believe the chriſtian reli- 
gion will never flouriſh, in its full perfection and excellency, 
till their being thus conſtrained, becomes the caſe of all that 
take the name of God in their mouths in a public manner. 
« The love of Chriſt conſtraineth us; becauſe we thus judge that J 
if one died for all, then were all dead. And that he died 


for all, that they which live, ſhould not henceforth live to them- l 
ſelves, but to him that died for them and roſe again F. 3 4 


* 2 Cor. iv. Git 2 Cor. v. 14.—1 1 Sam. 11. 36. 2 Cor. V. 14 
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This expreſſion feems to me, if properly conſidered, to caſt 
no inconſiderable light upon the propriety of that query applied 
to us, viz. © How much oweſt thou unto my Lord?“ which 1 
cannot yet relinquiſh ; though ſome may think I dwell upon it 


too long. The love of Chriſt conſtraineth us, becauſe if one 


died for all, then were all dead.“ I look vpon this as a funda- 
mental part of the Chriſtian faith; „and that life and immor- 
tality ” have been “ brought to light by the goſpel.” We 


F were all dead; we have all partaken of guilt ; we have all been 


in a ſtate of e trangement from the covenant of God; we have 


all become, more or lefs, „aliens to the commonwealth of 


Iſrael *.“ 


In this ſtate of death, the voice of God hath been ſignally 
extended unto mankind. I have ſometimes conſidered with 
great attention, his declaration, O! death, I will be thy 
plagues ;“ and it hath made a deep impreſſion upon my mind. 
'This declaration of the moſt high God hath been amply veri- 
fied in the experience of all who have been quickened into a life 
of piety. “ Chriſt” hath been © the reſurrection and the life“ 


do all ſuch. Though *« death” hath come upon all,“ we 
are not all included under death; ſo as to be left w'thout the 
$ quickening vivifying power that 1s offered to raiſe the dead to 


3 . life, 


The dead have heard the voice of the Son of God? !” and 


have been raiſed again to life. I cannot think but it his been 
? the experience of divers, within the audience of my voice, 
u ho know the certainty of this important truth, though others 
' may reflect upon me, as being beſide myſelf; yet, if fo, I ma 


* Epheſ, ii. 12,—+ Ho. xii, 14.—} John v. 25, 
C 
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ſay with the apoſtle, © it is unto God.” But I would gladly 
ſpeak intelligibly to the ſoul that is on its way to the regions of 


immortality; for, if we are ſober, © it is for your ſakes.” I 


would aſk whether a ſecret ſomething hath not often viſited 
your ſouls, an unſpeakable ſomething, often ſecretly and im- 
mediately attended, that hath engaged you to ſend up heavenly 
and earneſt wiſhes, and raiſed in your minds ſtrong aſpirations, 
or breathings, after God? When we are told that © the whole 
creation groaneth together in bondage until now *, we have 
no doubt of its being relative and applicable to the preſent 
times, or ſuch times of longing after God, to be delivered by 
him. The Lord from heaven is the quickening ſpirit 4.” 
An expreſſion of want, from a real ſenſe of it, is an evidence 
of life ; or being raiſed by him from a ſtate of death, We 
have not been left in a dead fate! this prediction hath been 
verified, « O! death, I will be thy plagues,” He hath brought 
the firſt evidence of life, which is a ſenſe of want. The ſpi- 
ritually dead have received it ; and it hath been of his pure 
mercy, that he hath followed us from time to time, hath met 
us, as it were, in a narrow place, with inſtructions and re- 
proofs, and ſecretly raiſed in us the hidden life of his own di- 
vine wiſdom ; he hath cauſed the animating and warming beams 
of the ſun of righteouſneſs to break forth. And, yet more, 
the word which called Lazarus out of the grave, hath already, 
in a good degree, raiſe ſome of us to life, even life eternal ! 
£ death is ſwallowed up in victory f! 


And therefore “ the love of Chriſt conſtraineth us,” becauſe 
he hath proved * the plagues of our death.” He not only died, 
but the immediate manifeſtation of his quickening ſpirit hath 


* Rom. viii, 21,22,—+ 1 Cor. xv. 45 and 47.—} 1 Cor, xv. 54, 
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led * captivity captive,” that we, by him, may triumph over 
the united powers of darkneſs, 


We follow not formally; but we believe in, and are con- 
vinced, fully convinced, of the doctrines of the chriſtian reli- 
gion, the incarnation, glory, life, death, mighty miracles, and 
various circumſtances relative to the holy life of Jeſus, “ as in 
” and can, in an awful 
and reverent ſenſe, commemorate thoſe vaſt and moſt intereſt» 
ing events. 


We admire, with humble hearts and minds, the awful tranſ. 
actions of that time, when ſweat, like drops of blood, ran 
from the face of the holy Jeſus! when, being in agony, he prayed 
more earneſtly ! when he was betrayed! his ſacred head crowned 
with thorns! his face ſpit upon! he was moſt ignominiouſly 


treated, and as © a ſheep before her ſhearers is dumb*,” be 


complained not. 


We behold him, in his agonies on Calvary Mount, offering 
himſelf as a ſacrifice for the fins of the whole world; that he 
might purify us, by the ſhedding of his precious blood! © more 
precious than the blood of goats and lambs ;” or any other that 
was ſhed under the law. We believe in his amazing mercy, 
in offering himſelf there ; when, loaden with the immenſe 
weight of the fins of mankind, and the immediate ſenſe of the 
Father's preſence withdrawn, he was left to ſuffer alone; under 
this extreme preſſure crying out, “ Eloi, Eloi, lama Sabac- 
tham!” was crucified ! dead! and buried. 


+ Iſaiah liii. 7.—“ Pſalm xi. 7. 
C 3 
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Here pauſe a little, J beſeech you !—contemplate the adora- 
ble theme! acknowledge, O man! that unbounded gratitude 
which is ever due from thee: O! my ſoul, © how much oweſt 
thou unto thy Lord!” 


I know we have been ſtigmatized, as diſbelieving the truths 
of the chriſtian religion, However, I call the divine record, 
the Saviour of the world, that was offered a ſacrifice without 
the gate of Jeruſalem, to witneſs for my belief, tnat he was 
ſent from Goo, to do the“ Father's will:? and I do, without 
controverſy, believe that he was Go manifeſt in the fleſh, 
jufified in the ſpirit, believed on in the world, and received 
up into glory“. We do not at all doubt that God was © in 
Chriſt reconciling the world unto himſelf +. That Chriſt gave 
himſelf a ranſom for all, to be teftified in due time ; that 
with his ſtripes we are healed $,” 


By virtue of that holy ſacrifice the remifon of ſins is gained; 
the awakening power of that ſentence which is due to fin, is 
felt in a ſtate of alienation from Cod; and as we believe, 
that if one “ died for all, then were all dead,” ſo we believe 
that he who was crucified, dead, and buried, likewiſe tri- 
umphed over the grave, and now * ſitteth at the right-hand of 
God,” in a glorified body, to make interceſſion for man, in 
order that he might effectually purchaſe, and redeem to himſelf, 
a people to the praiſe of his name; and diffuſe, throughout 
his univerſal empire, a fimilarity of opinion and nature, ariſing 
from the experience of his univerſal redeeming love. 


Jam no Arian, far from it :—I believe in the clear empha- 
tic teſtmonics laid down in holy writ, that CyrIsT was more 


* 3 Tim. iii. 16.— f 2 Cor. v,19.—j 1 Tim. ii. 6,5 Iſaiah iii. 5. 
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than a prophet. I repeat my belief, that he ſuſſered, died, aſ- 


cended, and is now come * the ſecond time, without fin, to 


ſalvation “, in order to reconcile the world to himſelf, I 
know many are willing to admit that he died for all, as all 
were in a ſtate of death; and that, by the imputation of his 
righteouſneſs, all are juſtified in the ſight of Gop. Whereas I 
think it more juſt to proceed in tlie language of the holy in- 
ſpired apoſtle ; that they which live, ſhould not henceforth 
live to themſelves; but to him who died tor them and roſe 
again ;” that there may be an effectual redeniption, a thorough 
change; not the imputation of righteouſneſs, without works; 
but a real ſubſtantial righteouſneſs in the heart and life ; which 
may operate upon, and regulate the mind and will, and lead us 
to a conformity to his divine nature: not a righteouſneſs im- 
puted to us from what Chriſt did and ſuffered without us; but 
a righteouſneſs raiſed by him within us, through our ſurren- 
dering ourſelves to his government, and yielding entire ſubmiſ- 
ſion to his heart-cleanſing, refining power, 


However this doctrine may reliſh with ſome, I am con- 
vinced he died for all, that all ſhould be faved ; that, through 
him, we might be juſtified in the ſight of God; that we might 
put on * the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, with all his divine affections.” 


« The whole creation of God groaneth together +, to be 
cloathed upon with a houſe from heaven ;“ not an imaginary 
houſe, and an imaginary righteouſneſs ; but to be cloathed 
upon with the grace of complete ſalvation ; to put on the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt ; having firſt put off the old man, with all his works, 


* Heb, ix. 28.— Rem. viii. 22,4 2 Cor. v. 22. 
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and with all his corrupt wiſdom, or knowledge; which puffeth 
ap, inſtead of that charity which edifieth. [ 


« Chriſt is made unto us Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, Sanctifica- 
tion, and Redemption. 


In remembering therefore that he died for us, let us conſider 


what follows - that henceforth we ſhonld not live to ourſelves. 


I am crucified with Chriſt ,“ ſays one of the apoſtles, as a 
private perſon ; and it ſhould, and ought to be, the language in 
truth of each individual, through all ſucceeding ages. Never- 
theleſs, I live; yet not I, but Chriſt liveth in me.” He is 
become my righteouſneſs; not by imputation only—but he 
actually liveth in me; and the life which I now hve, is by the 
faith of the Son of God, I think I may now ſay, „Let us 
preſs forward toward the mark of the prize of the high calling 
of God 5.“ Let us be crucified with Chriſt, * crucified to the 
world, and the world to us.“ 


O! my friends, for ſuch I term you in the courſe of that 
univerſal love which reacheth forth to the whole human race, 
which floweth from him who hath thus wrought for me, and 
* brought life and immortality to light“ in my ſoul. Is any 
one of you deſirous of being informed, how much oweſt thou 


unto my Lord ?*—lay hold on his offers of redemption, live in 
his fear, in fellowſhip with him, “ in communion with the church 


of the firſt born, whoſe names are written in heaven ; ſo will 
you far better know than any one on earth can inform you, 


Examine the riſing ſuggeſtions of your own minds; you 


are not formed to live merely to yourſelves, merely within the 
* Gal. it, 20.—9 Phil. iii. 14. 
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contracted bounds of human privileges, in the narrow limits of 
mortality. Conſider the dignity of your nature; you are 
formed for the moſt glorious purpoſes. 


I earneſtly wiſh the riſing youth would lay theſe things ſeri- 
ouſly to heart, and often meditate upon them, as one formerly 
did, who thus expreſſes himſelf, «© While I was muſing the fire 
burned. My heart was hot within me; then ſpake I with my 
tongue, Lord, make me to know my end, and the meaſure of 
my days, what it is, that I may know how frail I am “.“ 
That they would contemplate the great deſign of Providence, 
with regard to their immortality, which would leſſen their eſ- 
teem of the unſubſtantial joys of time, and engage them to pur- 
ſue thoſe which are © unſpeakable and full of glory” for ever. 
„While I was muſing the fire burned,” 


Continue this muſing, this ſtate of meditation; prize the in- 
vitations of the ſpirit of Chriſt, mercifully extended to your im- 
mortal ſpirits; and let your minds mount upwards: remem- 
ber your pious predeceſſors, now perhaps in glory ; and their 
connexions in the world of ſpirits: likewiſe put this queſtion 
to yourſelves upon every ſerious occaſion, © How much oweſt 


thou unto my Lord?“ 


I am fully convinced, were the chriſtian world in general to 
jeave out exterior ceremonies, and enter more into this in- 
ward meditation, their minds would be more largely repleniſhed 
with divine fruits; and thoſe who are entering as it were upon 
the wilderneſs of this world, would then partake of the ad- 
vantage, O! thatwe might all live in the beauty of holineſs ? 


* Plalm xxxix. 3, + 
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«« My heart waz hot within me; then ſpake I with my tongue.“ 
A neceſſary preparation for a preacher ! Abel's offering, on 
account of ſuch a preparation, was more acceptable to God 


. 3» 


than his brother's. 


Then ſpake I with my tongue. O! riſing generation, 
what you ſpeak with your tongues, let it be from the ſame good 
ſource of hearts divinely prepared ; ſince, on the other hand, 
for every ** idle word ” that men ſpeak, they muſt give an 
account in the day of judgment.“ As you often ſpeak with 
your tongues, fervently defire that the ſacred faculties of the 
mind may be fitted for divine meditations, and the tongue to 
publiſh for the honour of God and benefit of others, what you 
have been taught by him; ſo will you never admit or utter 
any thing contrary to the divinity of Chriſt Jeſus your Lord. 


Lord, let me know mine end!” O that this ſound may 
dwell upon your minds, who are the hope of the next genera- 
tion! upon whom the weighty truſt and care of the cauſe of 
God, muſt, in a little time, neceſſarily devolve; that you may 
come to the knowledge of the meaſure of your days.“ I 
think, without violence to the text, you may learn from it 
that you are deſtined for immortality ; but the love of worldly 
things is too apt to engage the attention of that immortal 
part, the ſoul; which occaſions, to many, the want of their 
knowing the great and glorious end for which they were formed, 
* a little lower than the angels,” and intended to be crowned 
„with glory and honour,” 


* Lord! let me know my end, and the meaſure of my 
days!” 


TTW 
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I tremble, methinks, upon the brink of eternity! and fo» 
with a little proper reflection, you might ſay all, the aged, the 
middle aged, and the youth, —** the end of all things is at hand :” 
flatter not yourſelves therefore with length of days, and a long 
proſperity of worldly poſſeſſions, ſuffer me to beſcech you, for 


| the ſake of your immortal ſouls. 


« What do I owe to my God? What do I not owe bim? — 
He hath ſnatched me as a brand out of the fire; and I would 
not, though to gain the world, tread back again in the path of 
folly. . 


I know it by experience, and therefore I would perſuade you, 
not to turn aſide from the God of your ſalvation ; but to ac- 
knowledge the infinite debt you owe him, and to pay him daily 
with obedience, adoration, and praiſe, 


Our fins have been great, and our tranſgreſſions vever could 
have been obliterated, had not Chriſt done it for us; let us 


therefore no longer dwell upon the rock of Preſumpiion with 


Satan, who hath been a lyar from the beginning; but let us 
rather deſcend into the valley of Humility and Peace, and ſettle 
accounts with the God of our lives, from hom I had ſtrayed 
to that degree that my life became a burden to me, and I have 
wiſhed that I had never been born; but Chriſt, who was 2 
friend to the publicans and fioners,” is now become * the rock 
of my ſalvation!” he hath cauſed me to truſt in him, and to 
ſeck the Lord my God. The debt I owe is infinite, I defire 
ever to acknowledge it with all poſſible gratitude ; and to do 
my ut moſt towards the diſcharge of it, while I have my being. 


If there is a foul within the audience of my yoice, which 


| {upon this awful query) Ho much oweſt thou unto my Lord? 
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is ready to apprehend, that it owes too much ever to hope for 
a diſcharge, or freedom from the heavy load of debt it has 
contracted ; I have a little to ſay to ſuch, even from my own 
experience: thy tranſgreſſions do not exceed the bounds of his 
mercy ; he till careth for thee, with an inexpreſſible fatherly 
care and tenderneſs. Even when his afflictions are upon thee, 
they are intended for thy good. The bruiſed reed he will 
not break, the ſmoaking flax he will not quench.” The more 
any of you ſee your rea! ſtate, the more you remember the fa- 
vours you have received, and feel the burden of your injuſtice 
and ingratitude, the more readily will he meet the penitent 
diſpoſition of your minds. | 


I have no manner of doubt but He, © whoſe work is ſalva- 
tion,” who © came into the world ” purely and purpoſely “ to 
ſave ſinners,” will carry on his own work, and, as you wholly 
reſign yourſelves to his forming hand, will purify your hearts, 
reconcile you to the Father, and make you everlaſling inſtances 
and monuments of his infinite mercy. Life up therefore thy 
head in hope, whoever art in this humbled penitent ſtate ; for 
te thy ſalvation draws nigh.” Thou oweſt abundance to thy 
LokD ; and there is an abundance which thou canſt never pay: 
but there is the good Samaritan, ever ready to do for thee, as 
for him who, going from Jeruſalem to Jerico, „ fell among 
robbers,” by whom he was wounded; “ and ” to ſay, © take 
care of him, and I will pay.” There is a glorious ſound from the 
great and good * friend of publicans and finners ;” he is ready 


to ſay to thee, who art in this penitent ſtate before him, “ take 


thy bill and write down fifty.” He will““ blot out thy fins as 
a cloud, and thy tranſgreſſions as a thick cloud *,” 


* Iſalah xliv. 22. 
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T cannot but remember with renew'd feeling, and warm emo- 
tion of heart, the day that anxiety (in the view of my condition} 
ſeized me; and how his mercy relieved me from it. He made 
my ſoul feel his compaſſion, and in the depth of gratitude 
thankfully to adore him. And hence I often feel a tenderneſs 
of mind toward thoſe who are weary of vanity, and heavy 
laden with a ſenſe of their manifold tranſgreſſions. I beſeech 
ſuch, by the mercy of God, that they would fly to him in their 
anguiſh of mind; for it is he, and he alone that can ſpeak 
peace to the ſinner: though your unrighteouſneſs may be 
great, it is not in any degree of proportion to his infinite 
mercy ! Again, ſuch among vou to whom I have ſpoke, who 
delight to dwell in the path of temptation, wherein you have 
too long continued; I warn you to conſider, that you are in the 
road to deſtruction. 


I would not give up, like Eſau, „my hirth-right” to ſeek 
&« a place of repentance with tears, and not find it *.” O my 
ſoul ! for ever acknowledge how much thou oweſt unto thy 
Lord! Let none ſay * he hath bleſſed me variouſly, and 
in ſome future time I will awake my ſoul to gratitude. 1 
have now ſomething elſe to do;“ like him who, when an 


apoſtle © reaſoned of righteouſneſs, temperance and judgment 


to come,” replied, * Go thy way, for this time; when L 
have a convenient ſeaſon I will call for thee,” * 


The like diſpoſition continues to prevail in too many; and 
this ſeems to be the language of their hearts, © Go thy way 
this time; call upon me when I have lived to myſelf, aud 
anſwered my own purpoſes a little longer: viſit me at ſome 


* Heb, xii, 16, 17.— Acts xxiv. 25. 
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diſtant time hence.” Oh! rather « to-day, while it is called 
to-day.— Harden not thy heart :” do not defer thy repentance a 
moment; thou knoweſt not what © a moment may produce.“ 
Conſider thy repeated tranſgreſſions; thy multiplied offences 
againſt God: heap not up © wrath againſt the day of wrath :” 
ſwell not the direful account. Thou haſt hitherto trampled 
upon the goodneſs and the mercies of the God that made thee ; 
venture not on preſumption and delay. Time is uncertain ; 
Immortality is at hand. 
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I beſeech you therefore, my friends, at the preſent time, 
that you will lay to heart the neceſſity of your making up 
this great account: delay it not to the decline of life, Many 
are on the brink of the grave! reflect upon your extreme 
danger! think not of crouding the account of your repentance 
into your laſt hour of life! You will find it extremely 
difficult to labour under the infirmities of the body upon a 
death-bed, without a reaſonable ground of hope: all the 
offers of mercy having been long continued, and often repeat- 
ed; yet by you as long lighted, and as often rejected; what 
then will diſcharge you from that dreadful account! I wiſh 
it may never be the caſe of any within the audience of my 
voice. Let us all immediately ponder, rightly conſider, and 
ſeriouſly improve this conſideration, © How much oweſt thou 


unto my Lord?“ 


. 
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PRAYER 


AFTER THE FOREGOING DISCOURSE, 


WITH unfpeakable reverence we preſume to approach thy 
preſence, O Father ! who art in heaven : and, with the voice 
of thankſgiving and holy praiſe, to offer the tribute, that is 
due to Thee alone ! 


In a commemoration of thy mercy, thy infinite mercy ! 
we are awfully bowed before Thee, as at thy ſacred foot-ſtool ; 
in the deepeſt reverence and thankfulneſs, for the ſtretching 
forth “of the rod and the {taf,*” which thou haſt been pleaſed 
to bleſs, as the means of our furtherance in the way of life and 
ſalvation, | 


Though humbled in duſt, in the ſenſe of our unworthineſs, 
we are, nevertheleſs, encouraged to breathe unto Thee ; to 
make mention of thy name, with joy of heart: we adore that 
goodneſs, which hath put it into our hearts to ſeek, ſerve and 


fear Thee; and to turn to the place where“ prayer is wont to 
be made. f 


Thou haſt loved us before we loved Thee; thy love, O Lord! 
hath not been after the manner of men: Thou haſt called us, 


1 Pſal. xxiii, 4.—f Acts xvi. 13. 
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when we were enemies; and haſt reconciled tranſgreſſors to 
thyſelf. Thou haſt followed us in the day of our revolting; 
and, when we were ſtraying in the wilderneſs,, as a moſt 
gracious and tender ſhepherd, Thou didſt lay thy hand on us, 
not only with judgment, but with mercy ; and haſt brought us 
home again unto thy flock, and thy fold, and forgiven us our 


multiplied tranſgreſſions. 


Our deviations from thy holy path have not been puniſhed 
with inexorable juſtice ; but thy conduct toward us has been 
cloathed with unſpeakable compaſſion. O] Thou everlaſting 
ſhepherd, and biſhop of our ſouls ! who haſt looked upon us, 
when weltering as in our blood, and by thy divine power haſt 
healed us. 'Thou, that art the phyſician of our ſouls, haſt 
cared for us, when © the prieſt and the levite” paſt us by, 
hen caſt out and ſurrounded with the woes of unutterable 
diſtreſs ; when thick clouds covered us,—Thou, in thy abun- 
dant love © bowed the heavens and came down” to our help, 
„ and all the darkneſs was put under thy feet“! Thou 
haſt made the © clouds thy chariot,” and walked <« upon the 
wings of wind,” for our deliverance, when our iniquities, 
like floods, roſe high, and appeared unto us like to ſwallow 
us up in everlaſting confuſion! O! adorable condeſcenſion ! 
We have no language to expreſs thy mercy, and the boundleſs 
obligations we lie under to thy Majeſty who haſt thus, in 
the times of unſpeakable anxiety, vouchſafed to-appear for us ; 
and even when we have wandered from the counſel of thy 
will, and trod in tke path of the wicked, 'Thou ſenteſt forth 
thy light and thy truth, and didſt lead us back to thy wy 


hill 4?” . 


* Pfal. xviii. 9.— Plal, xliii. g. 
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We acknowledge all theſe bleſſings to thy praiſe, O! ſhep. 
herd of Iſrael ! who © fleepelt not by day,” nor © ſlumbereſt by 


night.” 


To Thee we owe all our faculties, and all that is within us; 
and let them all, we pray Thee, be conſecrated to thy honour ; 
we beſeech that all our ſteps may be directed to Thee; and 
more and more to thy ſervice. For, Father of infinite kindneſs ! 
it hath pleaſed Thee to rank us among thy children; to make 
« our dwelling with thy light; our habitation with the lifting 
up of the {miles of thy countenance;” and to remove every 
obſtacle to a perfect communion with Thee: the power is in 
thy hands; ſanctiſy us thoroughly to this end; write the 
inſcription of holy and heavenly characters upon our hearts; 
and, oh! grant that we may ſtill be preſerved, through every 
trial and probation, to a peaceable admiſſion into thy kingdom. 


Blot out all our tranſgreſſions! forgive us freely, for thy 
dear Son's ſake ! remember us in the midſt of thy mercy ! 
deliver us, we pray Thee, as Thou haſt. graciouſly hitherto 
done, like a tender Father. 


Grant we never may forget thy counſel ; ſooner cut the 
thread of our lives, and number us to the ſilent grave! 


May we follow Thee, with our whole hearts, ſubmit to the 
patient reſignation of our all, for thy dear ſervice; and keep us 
to a happy concluſion in thy favour ! it is all we aik, and beg 
at thy hand: with regard to outward circumſtances, thy 
will be done! we have no other ſupplication to offer, 


Preſerve us, as in the hollow of thy hand; that from a 


L 32 ] 1 5 


militant ſtate here, we may paſs to a triumphant one, in thy 
everlaſting kingdom ! 

O Lord ! have mercy on thy people, and thy children, 
when they ſpread their hands towards thy holy habitation, 
Clothe them with the ſpirit of grace and ſupplication. Excite 
them to fly to Thee, their only rock and refuge. and to thy 
name, that is an impregnable defence; where the righteous in, 


all ages have ever found ſafety ! 


Regard thoſe who are far off, and remain unacquainted 
with thy name. We pray Thee, let the ſame mercy ſpread 
to them, which Thou haſt ſhewed unto vs. Let the diffuſion 
of thy ſpiritual bleſſings, in and through thy dear Son, flow 
among them, that they may ſeek Thee; that a holy anxiety of 
mind may take place, in order to a reſt in the day of trouble ; 
and that when the various trials and troubles of time are over 
they having, through thy abundant goodneſs and ſure ſupport, 
* fought the good fight, and kept the faith,” may be received 
by Thee, and be crowned with glory and immortality, in thy 
everlaſting kingdom ! 


Oh Thou that art fairer than the ſons of men! grace 
flows from thy lips; Thou beholdeſt us when tempted, and 


ſpeakeſt to our flates with all the language of tenderneſs. 


Father of mercy ! grant that innumerable multitudes may re- 
fort to thy temple, that ſacred houſe which thou haſt erected to 
thy honour and ſervice, May the poor, the ſick, the maimed, 
the blind, and the naked, inſpired by Thee with holy confi- 
dence, look towards Sion ; and be clothed by 'Thee, with the 
wedding garment, with the righteouſneſs of their dear Saviour! 
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Thus, gracious God ! we are divinely encouraged to ſup- 
plicate thy name, on the behalf of the church militant 
wherever ſcattered ; that it may floriſh in peace and ſtability : 
that, not only in part, but ia the whole luſtre of meridian 
brightneſs and ſplendor, they may commemorate thy glory! 


In an humble ſenſe of thy mercy and goodneſs to the 
workmanſhip of thy hands, we thank Thee, that thou haſt been 
pleaſed ſo abundantly to manifeſt thy loving kindneſs and 
favour in and amongſt us, . 


We proſtrate ourſelves before the throne of thy Majeſty and 
grace ! we would offer to 'Thee an humble, grateful ſacrifice 
of thankſgiving, and praiſe, dominion, and every excellent 
attribute ! for we know that we have nothing but from thy 
bounty, who art the rock of our ſalvation! 


To Thee, Father of infinite mercy ! for the multitude of thy 
mercies, in Jeſus Chriſt our Lord !—'Fo Thee, the author of 
every bleſſing! with the Son of thy boſom, our Lord and Savi- 
our Jeſus Chriſt, the Lamb immaculate, through the eternal 
Spirit, be all praiſe aſcribed, now, henceforth, and for ever 
more. Amen, 


\ 
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THE FOLLOWING DISCOURSE WAS DELIVERED ON THE 22D 
DAY OF THE FIFTH MONTH, 1707, 


AT THE FRIARS, IN BRISTOL. 


HAVE frequently thought, and the ſentiment hath been 

confirmed from my own obſervation and experience, that a 
great and excellent point would be gained, highly conducive to 
the advantage of mankind, did they generally, though from 
no ſurer guide than tradition, ſubſcribe with heart and mind to 
that certain truth recorded in holy writ ; 


« Verily there is a reward for the righteous: Verily he 
is a God, that judgeth in the earth * ;” 


As ſuch a perſuaſion, from whatever ground it ariſes, natu- 
rally tends to influence the conduct to avoid evil, and to purſue 
that which is good ; and with regard to many, it hath proved 
a ſtep to their nearer acquaintance with God, who is the only 
ſure guide to true happineſs. 


* Pſalm lviu. 11. 
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Indeed I ſcarce think there can be many, if there bee 
who are hardy enough to deny the exiſtence of the ſupreme Be- 
ing; but believe on the contrary, that many, through the di- 
vine favour, enlightened to fee their duty, and aſſiſted to dii- 
charge it; do, in conſequence of theſe favours, contemplate 
with ſatisfaction inexpreſſible, theſe attributes of the moſt high 
God, here mentioned by the pſalmiſt; and could I be induced 
to think, that any part of mankind had ſwerved from their duty 
for want of a firm conviction of thoſe his attributes, as relative 
to his creatures; and of the certainty, that there 15 really 
« a God who judgeth the earth :” I fay, could I believe their 
minds were deſtitute of this animating and enlivening proipect 
of his power, omniſcience, and goodneſs, in his ſuperintendent 
care, and preſent judging the earth, I ſhould deem ſuch but a 
very little removed, if any, from the ſtate of the Athenians, 
upon whoſe altars the holy apoſtle diſcovered an inſcription, 


To the unknown God *.” 


Indeed a language that was ſpoken formerly hath been too much 
adopted by ſuccceding generations; numbers of whom have 
been like thoſe men of Jeruſalem, who ſaid, “ the Lord will 
not do good, neither will he do evilt” Many (ſ:zduced by 
the grand deceiver and his agents) have endeavoured to eftrange 
and withdraw themſelves from the Arbitrator of the whole 
earth: they have hence grown dark in their imaginations, an! 
in like manner thus reaſoned with themſelves, © He will do us 
no good, why therefore ſhould we ſeek him? he will do us 
no harm; why ſhould we fear him?” This we may juitly 


* Acts xvii, 23.— Zeph. i. 22. 
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look upon, as the moſt unhappy ſeduction of mind! as it miſ- 
leads to the utmoſt diſtance, (without timely recovery) from 
that ſtate of obedience, in which we are only capable of hap- 
pineſs, through the favourable notice of our Father who 1s in 
heaven. 


But we may juſtly conclude, that ſuch impiety paſt not the 
atteation of an all-ſeeing God, in as much as he replied, « I 
will puniſh thoſe men of Jerufalem, who have ſaid, The Lord 
doetic us no good, why ſhould we ſeek him? he will not do us 
any harm, why ſhould we fear him!“ 


The certainty of his ſuperintendency, hath continued to be 
the happineſs of all the wife and good in all ages; and it 1s 
theſe, and only theſe, that diſcern wherein true happineſs con- 
fiſts. Hence hath it become, and ſtil remains, an eftabliſhed 
glorious truth, accompanied with, and confirmed by, the \ VOICE 
of al generations. 


Under this head in particular, a petition or prayer that was 
put up to Him who hath created the earth, and aſſigned a re- 
ward to the righteous, by Agur the ſon of Jaketh, hath ap- 
peared to my mind, as neceſſary at this day to be adopted by 
every individual who is deſirous of living to the beſt, wiſeſt, 
and happieft purpoſe of life; without which we had better 
never have lived : and I cannot but recommend it moſt parti- 
cularly to You, the riſing generation, whoſe minds I truſt are 
at times ſuſceptible of proper impreſſions, who are not be- 
come ſlaves to the vanity and luſts of the world: and in- 
deed it ſeems like the language of one that is entering upon the 
ſtage of life: Two things have I required of thee, deny me 
them not before I die! Remove far from me vanity and lies; 
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give me neither poverty nor riches; feed me with food conve- 
nient for me; leſt I be full and deny thee, and ſay, Who is the 
Lord? or leſt I be poor, and ſteal, and take the name of my 


God in vain*!” 


The ſubſtance of this memorable requiſition hath appeared to 
my mind, during the courſe of a long ſeries of obſervations of 
men and times ; with regard to its 1mport in point of religion, 
virtue, the love and peace of God; as including indeed all that 
is good and neceſſary or our ſafe conduct and ſupport through 
this life, to that completion of happineſs propoled as the final 
reward of the righteous. 


But how will ſome be able to prefer a petition to a power in 
whom, alas! they have no truit ? who would gladly be poſſeſt 
of, and are much better pleaſed with, ſharing a crown of wicked 
proſperity in this world, than with a proſpect of a crown of 

pure and perfect felicity, in a ſtate of endleſs futurity, 


O that parents would timely and vigilantly exert themſelves 
to raiſe early impreſſions in the tender minds of their children, 
in order to fix deeply the chriſtian doctrine, with all its glorious 
conſequences ; firmly perſuading and convincing them, that 
they are under the immediate notice of that Being, who is ever 
unſpeakably good and gracious; and informing them that he is 
cloathed with every awful reverential attribute; as being per- 
fectly wiſe, powerful and good, yet ſtrictly juſt; that he is the 
Maker of us all; and that he delights to be called upon by us, 


® Prov. xxx. 7, 8, 9. 
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with the. tender and endearing appellation of, Our father, who 


art in heaven.” 


Wherefore, under the deep and reverent ſenſe of the cer- 
tainty of his continual preſence and providence, let us be ever 
careful, ever earneſtly deſirous to conſtitute a part of his children 
and family, in this our probationary ſtate ; that as we, by our 
rank in the creation, belong to the order of ſpirits ; we may 
aſſuredly hope to join the cherubim and ſeraphim, in the habi- 
tations of glory and peace, by our now becoming members of 
his militant church; and may, when our warfare ſhall be ac- 
compliſhed, unite with the chorus of his triumphant hoſts, in 
the language of grateful adoration and praiſe, 


And indeed without this bleſſed hope, we are of all creatures 
the moſt miſerable ! being daily ſurrounded with lamentation 
and wee; combating with ſecret or obvious diſtreſſes! and en- 
countering, from the cradle to the grave, a perpetual ſucceſſion 
and variety of afflictions! We might therefore truly ſay, if our 
hopes were only fixed upon the tranſitory and fleeting pleaſures 
of this life, we ſhould be, of all the animal creation, the mott 
miſerable! but we are aſſured, that nothing leſs than God 
himſelf, is the infiuite and enflefs reward cf all that diligently 
and conſtantly ſolicit him to the following purpoſe ;—* Two 
things have I required of thee, deny me them not before I die : 
remove far from me vanity and lies; give me neither poverty 
nor riches ; feed me with food convenient for me, left I be ſull, 
and deny thee, and ſay, Who is the Lord? or leſt I be poor, 
and ſteal, and take the name of my God in vain !” 


Which is as if the prophet had ſaid, « Thou art my father, 
the author of my being; I made nothing myſelf, but am wholly 


__ 


2 — — — — — LE! — ind a 


[ 39 ] 


and entirely the offspring of thy power, and workmanſhip of 
thy hands; thou knoweſt therefore what is beſt and fitteſt for 
me; and what can] require elſe from the hands of thee, O my 
God ! than thy preſervation out of the dangers of thoſe oppo- 
ſite extremes 1n life ; thy guidance in the middle path of ſafety 
and innocence, and the enjoyment of thy * and 
favour in my walking therein.“ 


His mind was, douhtleſs, deeply impreſſed with the awful- 
neſs and eſſential ſubject of his petition ; and the removing far 
from him vanity and lies,“ ſeems to conſtitute a very confidera- 
ble part of it. But too many of us, deviating from this one moſt 
important point, are daily inclined to wander in the broad path 
of vanity and folly, and prone to miſtake it for a path of peace; 
till oftentimes the ſtroke of adverſity, of pain of body, or 
affliction of mind, convinceth in part, and, if unreformed, that 
of death may fully convince us, when too late! of this molt 


fatal miſtake, 


The prophet ſaw into the propriety of that frame of mind, 
which utters the language dictated by divine wiſdom : “ Truſt 
in the Lord with all thine heart, and lean not unto thine own 
underſtanding® :” in as much as his gracious ſuperintendency 
and merciful notice of his creatures is ſuch as even * taketh in 
the ends of the earth ;“ and daily affordeth us the cleareſt 
. manifeſtation of his goodneſs here, as it hath evidently pointed 
out to us that glorious path which leads to ſafety and eternal 
peace. But vanity and lies have too frequently eſtranged the 
mind, drawn it off from heavenly objects and heavenly cares, 
and fixed its attention upon things wholly unworthy the notice 


* Prov, iii. 4.—+ Iſaiah xlv. 22. 
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will all at laſt be found “ vanity. and lies,” 
without a faithful dedication of their hearts to the revealed 
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of an immortal ſpirit. Under the ſeducing influence of vanity 
and lies,” men have been frequently led to purſue many things 
agreeable to their own wiſhes and imagincd intereſts, witkout the 
leaſt regard paid to juſtice and equity. 


I may poſlibly obſerve an explanation and diſtinction of the 
two ſtates as I go on, which Agur ſeems to refer to, viz. © The 
diſtreſs and miſery of the poor,” on the one hand ; and the 
* yanity and pride of heart, too frequently conſpicuous in the 
rich, on the other. 


Were the lives of men deſigned to be wholly alienated from a 
ſtate of juſtice and virtue, and entirely inſtructed and fixed in the 


maxims and manners of this world, ſingly to be taught to con- 


ſider it as the chief end of their exiſtence, there would then be 
ſome excuſe for uſing every ſpecies of art in joining 4 houſe to 
houſe, and laying field to field, till there be no place, that they 
may be ſeated as it were alone in the midft of the earth :” but 
now, as the great deſign of Him who judgeth the earth, and re- 


vardeth the righteous, hath been abundantly manifeſted and de- 


nounced to ſuch as thus counter-a& it, they who are intruſted 
with riches will appear the more inexcuſable for their unhound- 
ed avarice, and can have nothing to plead in favour of their vio- 
lation of his plain and clear intentions reſpecting mankind. It 
without virtue: 


will of God. It is an obſervation of the preacher, that ** God 
giveth to man that is good in his ſight wiſdom, and knowledge 
and j-y—but to the ſinner he giveth travail; to gather and 
heap up, that he may give to him that is good before God 


+ Iſaiah v. 8,<* Eccleſ, ii. 26. 
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And though he who is too unmindful of his Creator, may have 

erected edifices that appear to the eye of the ſpefator as if they 

would {tand for ages, and may „call them by his own name ;” 

yet even in this view, without virtue, he is, in tue ſenſe of Agur, 

a lyar to himſelf: he thinks he hath ſecured happineſs, when 

the frame of his mind is the reverſe of it; fixt probably in a 
ſtate of excluſion, from what may be juitly deemed true and ſub- 
ſtantial happineſs ; or any acquiſition, which will be acceptable 
and well-pleaſing in the fight of God. In this circumſtance 
therefore he is a lyar. 'The bye-ſtander indeed, who ſees him in 
the free enjoyment of affluence, and taking his caſe, in ap- 
pearence, in the fullneſs of his heart, may be ready to conclude 
ſuch a one happy, by being unacquainted with his ſecret griefs ; 
whereas many of his moments, if their true ſtate could be pene- 
trated into, would appear like thoſe diſtreſſed ones of the king of 
Iſrael, who, when he was ſeated in the height of his ſplendor, 
magnificence, and royalty, * rent his clothes; put on ſack- 
cloth, faſted, and lay in ſackcloth, and went ſoftly.” 


Labour therefore after righteouſneſs, rather than to © lay up 
for yourſelves treaſures upon earth; where moth and ruſt doth 
corrupt, and where thieves break through and ſteal | ;” that by 
ſuch timely and prudent application, ye may lay up for your” 
ſelves “ treaſures in Heaven; where neither moth nor ruſt doth 
corrupt, and where thieves do not break through and ſteal.“ 


Ye riſing youth, whoſe minds are open to the dictates of 
ce that wiſdom which is from above t, and to the juſt and ten- 
der ſentiments which it inſpires; be your inquiries to the 
following purpoſe, frequent as they are important, What am 


+ 1 Kings xxi. 29.—} Matth. vi. 19, 20.—j James iii. 17. 
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IT? Who made me? To what purpoſe was I created?“ Dedi- 
cate your moments to the real purpoſes of life, pay not too great 
a regard to any proſpects or temptations of this world; fix not 
your attention upon its maxims and propoſed intereſts, which, 
when they become our idols, do but deceive and deprive us of in- 
finitely greater ; beware of being ſeduced by the outgoings of 
your own minds ; let not things that are tranſient and periſhing 
gain too great a poſſeſſion of your hearts and affections; nor 
t neglect the following intereſting petition, * Remove far 
from me vanity and lies;“ and remember that He is the guide, 
helper, and director of all them that put their truſt in him. 


« Give me neither poverty nor riches,” I readily conclud 
that in the «rf part of this petition all would willingly join; 
bur r:ich-s are moſt apt to lay hold of our hearts and affections: 
many indeed are the promiſes to the poor, «© Whom the Lord 
will deliver wen he crieth, even him that hath no helper * ;” 
they are frequently encouraged to hope; while the rich, if 
they mii apply the riches committed to their truſt, we are aſſured 
by divine authority, will be conſtrained ©« to weep and how! :” 
they enjoy the bleiling and bounty of Heaven, which they ought 
to apply to the nobleſt purpoſes, particularly the relief of their 
diſtreſſed brethren, “ in as much as ye have done it unto one of 
the leaſt of theſe my brethren,” (faith our Saviour) “ ye have 
done it unto me f. For which purpoſe he hath communicated 
a larger ſhare of temporal enjoyments ; which ought to be a 
ſtriking motive, a neceſſary inticement to well-doing : but alas! 
inſtead of it, too frequently wealth becomes ſubſervient to the 
purpoſes of pride, luxury, and wickedneſs: and therefore our 
Lord remarks in another place,“ how hard it is for a rich man 
to enter into the kingdom of Heaven .“ And the apoſtle 


Matth. xxv. 40.—- f Pſalm Ixxii. 13—j Mat. xix. 23. 24. 
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James ſays, Go to now ye rich men, weep and howl, for 
your miſeries that ſhall come upon you; your riches are cor- 
rupted, and your garments are moth eaten; your gold and 
ſilver is cankered, and the ruſt of them ſhall be a witneſs againſt 
you ; the hire of the labourers which have reaped down your 
fields, which is of you kent back by fraud, crieth; the cries of 
them which have reaped, have catered into the ears of the Lord 
of Sabaoth “*. 


If the extent of thy ſtewardſhip, O man! is increaſed, thy 
obligations to thy maſter are ſtill greater; if thou haſt received 
additional bleſſings from the God of bounty, it is a truſt which 
calleth upon thee to diſtribute with an uniparin» hand, O then, 
ye who are thus favoured ! maintain a exdy endeavour to 
diſcharge your duty in the ſight of your Cre5tor ; deceive not 
yourſelves with a belief that haprineſs conſiſteth in the multi- 
tude of your poſſeſſions, ſineg thev bring with them their dangers 
as well as obligations to duty; but The fountains of water 
which ſupply the little ſtreams, “ be realy to diſtr ute, willing 
to communicate :“ this being the way to lay up in fore for 
yourſclves a good foundation againſt the time to come; that 
ye may lay hold on eternal life.” 


I have known ſome men, an! even women, who hive thouzht 
the ground ſcarce worthy to receive the prefiure of their ect; 
diveſted of all the ties and tenderneſs of umanity, and wholly 
puft up with © vanity and hes ;”” but as the reign of ſuch is 
ſhort, and not even then without its pains, and “ their end miſe- 
rable,” as in many parts of the ſacred records we are aſſured; 
may there be none fach here preſent ; on the contrary, let it be 


* 1 Tim. 27, 18, 19.—f James v. 1. 
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a part of your conſtant care, not only to feel the diſtreſſes of 
others, but to viſit, and be convinced, and in a manner ſhare | 

the neceſſities of the poor and needy ; to ſoften the anguiſh of 
their afflicted minds, to alleviate their hidden griefs, and to dry 
up the eyes of thoſe that woep ; and the tears which ſtream, 
«* as faithful ſteward of the manifold grace of God; having fer- 
vent charity; knowing that charity ſhall cover a multitude of 
fins. Uting hoſpitality one towards another without grudging ; 
in proportion as ye have received the gift f, removing far 
from you © vanity and lies;” and contenting yourſelves with 
being fed with food that is a convenient for you.“ 


1 7 — " WY — 


Some that are preſent, may think this unreaſonable doctrine, 
and be ready to reply, © I have a family to provide for, and 
therefore I muit embrace every opportunity of acquiring, and 
laying up all my acquiſitions in ſtore for them: and ſhould I 
negle& the preſent, the like may never happen again in the 


f os © Q Mr © % 


courſe of my life.“ 

Such or the like arguments are often too readily taken up, 
and obſtinately urged, in oppoſition to the moſt important con- t 
cern; to the unſpeakable prejudice of themſelves, of the diſpo- V 
fitions and morals of their children in particular, and of human 0 


ſociety in general; how quick is the tranſition of many from a 

ſtate of health to the grave! «© Thou fool! this night ſhall thy a 

foul be required of thee 41 was formerly pronounced to one of t 

this kind by the great Judge of all men. Conſider then, it may a 
be thy caſe; and art thou prepared againſt thy dying hour, to 

render him ſuch an account as will then ſupport thee, and 

juſtify. thee in thy claim to the inheritance of his everlaſting 6 


+ 1 Pet. iv, 8, 9, 10.—f Luke xii. $0. 
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kingdom, by thy having faithfully ſought it, and attended to the 
conditions thereof, preferably to all the deareſt objects of this 
uncertain, and momentary ſtate of exiſtence? 


I am fully of opinion, many who run after the world with 
open mouth, and that mouth ſcarce ever cloſed, till death cloſes 
it; could they be induced to yield ſome of their precious mo- 
ments to timely and ſerious reflection; would endeavour to 
withdraw themſelves from tranſitory things, at leaſt before t:car 
laſt moments of life ; and in ſome meaſure, prepare (after this 
manner) to meet their God. 


They would now and then retire, for a ſhort ſpace at leaſt, 
from the world, before they entirely left it; frequently fit down, 
and ſeriouſly turn their view towards another world, anotler 
ſtate of being, into which they can never hope to carry wealth, 
or honours ; toward that approaching dread tribunal of righte- 
ouſneſs, where theſe will gain no favour. 


When we take a ſurvey of the world, and look back through 
the generations that are paſt, we fee that the love of vanity, 
wealth, and grandeur, hath proved, from time to time, the rain 
even of the faireſt empires and monarchies, which have been 
ever erected on the face of the earth.: one Reformation atter 
another, and one State after another, have been deſtroyed, from 
the pride and diſſipation inherent in the minds of Governors 
and Teachers. 


How ought this conſideration to humble the hearts, and re- 
double the vigilance, of ſuch as are placed in exalted ſtations! 
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J hope and truſt our love, as a people in general, hath not 
been conſined peculiarly to ourſelves; but extended, as it ought 
to be, to all our fellow- creatures; to relieve poverty and diſ- 
treſs, according to our abilities; to prevent and reclaim from 
the infinite danger and harms of impiety, and to encourage every 
kind of real virtue. 


Though ſome families may have turned aſide into the fate 
of the world, and become engroſſed with the love of its pleaſures 
and erjoyments, yet many others, I hope and believe, have de- 
pied themſelves ; have“ laid hold of the good word of life ;” 
and, under its inſluence, purſued © the one thing needful.“ 


Though ſome have declined, and even refuſed, the ſubjection 
due to their Maker, as if they had aſked with inſolence, “ Who 
is this Lox», that he ſhould reign over our hearts?“ and Had 
added, © We know no power equal to that of getting wealth and 
honours; — yet others have not departed from the obligations of 
fear and love; but have made proper reſlections, paid juſt reſ- 


pect to the great Author cf their being; and manifeſted it by 


a ſteady wat fulneſs in conduct, which 1 moit earncſtly deſire 
may become the happy caſe of every one of my fellow-crea- 


tures. 


The preſent ſolemn occaſion is an important leſſon of inftruc- 
tion to u 1! The departure of the diſeranod el ſoul, from 
this world to another : which, methinks, ſhould entirely pre- 
vent our ſetting too great a value upon all temporal poſſeſſions. 


I have ſometimes been preſent in a dying hour; I have been 
preſent at a ſcene of humbling diſtreſs; I have ſeen in ſome, the 


clofing period of a regular life of virtue: yet ſuch a life, as on 
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account of outward poverty, had been deſpiſed and overlooked— 
a whole life ſpent, in which its happieſt moments would have 
paſt for miſera le, in the minds of thoutands ; yet when they 
have finiſhed their courſe, they have experienced triumphant 
joy, in the bleſſed hope and aſſurance of eternal life! through 
the merits of their dear Redeemer. 


I have alſo beheld, on the other hand, the habitations of 
ſplendour exhibit a mournful ſcene of di treſs, far diu rn 192m 
the former! Then, when the ſolemn approach of death at 
| NC: . 
begun to appear, attended with al! its tr “ ings a 4 Far- 
ful apprehenſions of an after ſtate ! Wen the ſoui, ag iin in 


its pains, hath viewed things in a far different li- at it 
had before done, when even the riches in whic d long 
truſted, fell ſhort of giving the leaſt ſarisaciion oe of 
future h ppineſs afforded to the poilutor . Mi, on Va contrarys 
a gloomy proſpect of deipair; of an te of mitory! 
Of tuis have 1 been made a lort-wulll mel are 
gone out of he world, without GO, without „ wilt 
gut one c mſortable reflection from the ſacred a n of a 


dying Savi ur. 


In vain have they ardently wiſhed, in an expiring hour, that 
they might have cen permitted to length t their allotment 
of life a little I nger ; that they might have i4'-a Hort face of 
added time afforded h m for be important purp i of repent- 
ance and amendm n: of life ; for“ feed , tht hun , cloath- 
ing the naked, and viſting te tick; virtys. to which the! ad 
no pretence in any of their paſt hours, and which then jt proved 
too late for them to attain, however neceſſary, for their ſtand- 


* Eph. ii, 13. 
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ing approved at the laſt judgment, to which they were ap- 
proaching. 


May we all therefore learn inſtruction, from examples like 
theſe ; and derive ſuch advantage from this preſeat ſolemnity; 
feeking and embracing © the good word of life;” and ever 
ſtedfaſlly adhering to it, ſo long as we continue in mutability. 


May we never withdraw ourſelves from watchful attention to 
the guidance of divine Providence ; never indulge ourſelves in 
arrogance, or truſt too much to the rectitude of our own hearts; 
but © pray without ceaſing *,” that we may be enabled to“ do 
works meet for repentance 1; and thereby attain an eternal in- 
heritance in the kingdom of God! 


Once more ſuffer me to entreat you, my friends, in great 
good-will, often ſeriouſly to reflect upon the importance of the 
petition which I have thus far endeavoured to enforce—** 'T'wo 
things have I required of thee, O Lord! deny me them not be- 
fore I die.” As I am fully ſatisfied it is not, and will not be 
ſufficient for me, though I ſhould ftand ever ſo eminently high, 
on the account of riches, or honours, in the eſteem or applauſe 
of men; Remove, therefore, far from me vanity and lies; gir- 
ing me neither poverty nor riches; but feed me,” 1 pray thee, 


«« with food convenient for me, left I be full, and deny thee, 


and ſay, Who is the Lord? or left I be poor and ſteal, and take 
the name of my God in vain.” 


Ever beware of the firſt admiſſion of evil. Guard the avenues 
of your hearts; make it your peculiar ſtudy “ ſo to number 


* Theſ. v. 17.— f Matt. ili. 8, 
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your days,” as to © apply your hearts unto wiſdom *;” and, 
to advance therein, keep the account of your paſſing moments 
with greater exactneſs than you would with to do of your moſt 


important temporal concerns. 


It is an uſual ſaying, That ſhort reckonings make long 
friends: continue this ſhort and frequent reckoning ; ever eſ- 
teeming ** the numbering of your days arigit,” to be the 
moſt neceſſary and bleſſed exerciſe ; that hereby ye may be in 
a continual readineſs, for your final removal, how ſudden ſoever 
it may be permitted. 


Some of you are doubtleſs truly ſenſible of the importance of 
thus acquiring the divine favour ; continue to“ keep your 
hearts“ in this frame with all diligence, for out of them pro- 
ceed the iſſues of lite f:“ remember too that as we are a peo- 
ple who have been frequently blamed for departing from ſet 
forms, how neceſſary therefore it is for us all to keep up, in the 
very inmoſt receſſes of our hearts, the daily facrifices of prayer 
and praiſe, of fervent mental ſupplications, reverently to offer 
them to the © Father who feeth in ſecret and rewardeth open- 
ly +” and let us never forget, that if the mind once gets off its 
guard, and relaxes in its earneſt purſuit of the divine favour, 
tne enemy is then molt watchful to enter and to ſeduce, May 
you all therefore keep within the verge of innocency; and 
ever let your morning oblations, and evening ſacrifices, accom- 
pany your ſpirits to the throne of grace. 


Ye riſing tender youth, of whom there is a number in this 
city, for whoſe welfare 1 am at this time, and believe ſha!l ever 
remain, anxiouſly ſolicitous: 

* Plal, xc, 12.—} Prov. iv. 23.— Matt, vi. 6. 
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May grace, mercy and peace, attend you through the ſucceed. 
ing ſteps of your lives! May the Father of infinite mercy til! 
accompany your ſpirits! May you live in the perfect love and 
fear of him ; making conſtant, daily inquiry into your immor- 
tal ſtates; always remembering that you muſt one day fall be- 
neath the ſtroke of death! May your evening and morning ſa- 
crifices, therefore, of fervent prayer, and of a ſincere and ſted- 
faſt devotion, be conſtantly directed up to your Creator! aſſuring 
yourſelves that in caſting your care upon, and truſting in, him, 
he will remember you in his divine love; that he will“ remove 
vanity and lies far from you, and feed you with food convenient 
for you *;” that © in bleſſing he will bleſs you; and in multi- 
plying he will multiply“ his favours towards you, crowning you 
in the end © with joy unſpeakable, and full of glory +!” 


To conclude, let us all treaſure up in our minds, and firmly 
retain this comfortable aſſurance, Verily there is a reward for 
the righteous ; verily there is a God that judgeth in the earth.“ 


Gen. xxii. 19,—Þ Pet. i. &. 


PRAYER 


AFTER THE FOREGOING DISCOURSE, 


DV EY 


IT is unto Thee, the author of all our mercies, thou moſt 
glorious and holy one! that we preſume to have recourſe ; and 
with the deepeſt humility and refignation of mind, to acknow- 
ledge thy preſent bleſſings, and the diffuſion of thy wiſdom and 
goodneſs, with gratitude, reverence, and feeling ſubmiſiton ! 
As Thou beſt knoweſt what is beſt for us, we beg that we may 
be continually favoured with thy providential and fatherly dif- 
penſativns ; and with that mercy which ſanctiſies them, which 
renders them moſt highly inſtructixe and uſeful to us: that hence 


we may enjoy inward peace in the time of outward trouble: 


we beſeech Thee thus to carry on and complete our ſanctiſica- 
tion and falvation, that in thy appointed time we may attain 


« an endleſs inheritance with the ſaints in light “.“ 


We humbly requeſt that “ all things may work together for 
good to thoſe +” that are afflicted ; may they profitably liſten 
to the inſtructive voice of affliction; and thoſe who enjoy proſ- 
perity, alike improve, from the language of every mercy ! 


Eſtabliſh us, we pray Thee, upon the holy immoveable foun- 
dation of thy ever bleſſed and unchangeable truth; Thou that 


* Col. i. 13.— t Rom. viii. 28. 
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haſt been with us, and remembered us; and haſt opened our 


hearts for thy admiſſion, through the virtue of thy heavenly 


power and divine love. Wepray Thee, in the name and ſpirit 
of thy dear Son, to direct us in the ſeveral ſucceeding ſteps of 
our lives; to preſerve us in an humble dependence and holy 
truſt in thy power: and may we be continually favoured to 
make mention of thy name with joy and gladneſs of heart. 


Lay thy hand, we pray Thee, upon ſuch as are captivated 
« with vanity and lies,“ before they depart hence, and be ſeen 
of men no more; to lead them“ out of darkneſs into thy mar- 
vellous light *:” let the voice of the holy ſpouſe reach the im- 
mortal part in ſuch, with that comfortable and refreſhing lan- 
guage,.** Ariſe, my love, my fair one, come away.” Lead them, 
we pray, yet farther and farther, in the“ path of righteouſ- 
neſs , to the perfecting of holineſs in thy fear f;“ and let 
« thy rod and thy ſtaff,” evermore © comfort them 8“ therein; 
that they may not lag behind, as in the wilderneſs ;” but in 
humble ſteady obedience, perſevere, with holy circumſpec- 
tion ;” being thankful for all thy providential diſtributions, and 
ever patiently pronouncing the divine language of Thy will 
be done!” | 


Enable thy miniſters, with power and authority, to exalt thy 
name with additional ftrength ; that through their faithful la- 
bours, as inſtruments in thy hand, thy ſacred light may ariſe 
and abundantly ſpread upon the hahitations of darkneſs! O 
molt gracious Being! Thou that © workeſt in us to will and to 
do, according to thy good pleaſure ||,” we pray Thee, bring 


* 1 Pet. ii. 9.— f Prov. viii. 20.—f 2 Cor. ii, 1.—\ Pſal. xxiii. 4 
| Phil. ii. 13. 
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all to thy temple ; and enable them acceptably to worſhip Thee 


therein. Humble their hearts in full obedienc? to thy word, 
&« lead them in the way everlaſting *!” Let the firſt dawn of 
their morning, the whole courſe of their day, and the cloſe of 
their evening, be continually directed towards Thee! 


O Thou! by whom the voice of ſupplication is with all rea- 
dineſs admitted, even from the unworthieſt of thy creatures! 
grant that over ſea and land, “the dead in heart, in treſpaſſes 
and fins +,” may hear thy word, feel its power in “ raiſing 
them to newneſs of life t,“ and be finally admitted to the fellow- 
ſhip and communion of ſaints in thy kingdom ! 


For thy great name's ſake, and for thy dear ſon's ſake, re- 
member all the inhabitants of this city ; and thoſe in particular, 
who are now met in this place; that, through the favour of thy 
light and help, they may move in their ſeveral clafſes agreeable 
to the iujunctions of thy holy word. Do Thou, we pray Thee, 
animate and preſerve thy miniſters, elders, and heads of families ; 
may they ** be ſober, and hope to the end i;“ diſcharging their 
duties to Thee, themſelves, their houſholds, and the public: 
having on © the helmet of ſalvation, the breaſt-plate of righteouſ- 
neſs, the ſhield of faith, and ſword of the ſpirit ; and having 
their feet ſhod with the preparation of the goſpel of peace 6. 


Speak peace, we beſeech Thee, O ſovereign author of peace! 
to all that „ are labouring and heavy laden *;” toſſed and not 
comforted + ; ſtill the perturbations of their minds, when ariſing 
and ſwelling, like the raging waves of the ſea; © though the 
waves toſs and roar, let them not prevail and paſs over them 2.“ 


Palm cxxxix. 24.— 1 ph. ii. 1.— f Rom. vi. 4.— 1 Pet. i. 13. 
—Fph,. vi. 13; 26, 17.—“ Mat. xi. 28.—1 Iſai. liv. 11.—f Jer. v. 22, 
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Now to Thee, whoſe goodneſs, mercy, and marvellous 


power, the tongues and thoughts of the moſt grateful and perfect 


of thy creatures here below, have ever fallen ſhort of expreſſing 
or conceiving'; to Thee, with the immaculate lamb, the ſon of 
thy boſom, be deſervedly and juſtly aſcribed, as is moſt due, 
all honour and glory through the ſucceeding pilgrimage of our 
lives; and when we ſhall no longer remain ſojourners here upon 


earth, may we be admitted to continue the inexhauſtible theme, 


in the boundleſs. habitations cf thy everlaſting glory, world 
without end. Amen. _ | 


- 


THE. POLLOWING DISCOURSE WAS DELIVERED AT THE 
QUARTERLY MEETING AT 


FRENCH - HAY, NEAR BRISTOL, 


THE 26TH OF THE FIFTH MONTH, 1767, IN THE 
MORNING, 


A GARDEN INCLOSED is MY SISTER, MY SPOUSE, A 
SPRING SHUT UP, A FOUNTAIN SEALED®, 


HE whole book of Canticles is underſtood and taken in 
the way of fimilitude, or metaphor, ſetting forth that 
cloſe connexion, that near and dear relation, which eternally 
ſubſiſts between Chriſt and his church; and in this ſenſe it cer- 
tainly conveys inſtruction, very profitable, as well as very de- 
lightful, to that mind which hath dedicated itſelf ro the love and 
obedience of him, its only rightful Logo. 


The church is called“ a fountain of gardens +;” which 


ſeems to me very evidently to imply that incloſed collected 


Cant. iv. 12.—f iv. 15. 
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ſtrength, beauty, regularity; thoſe conſolatory refreſhments ; 
that ſteady firmneſs of thought, unity of heart, and divine af- 
fection, which becomes a. people that well underſtand what is 
meant by the ſolemn injunction of © girding up the loins of 
their minds :“ well apprized of the ſtate of their pilgrimage ; 
of the nature, end, and deſign of their being; of the neceſiity 
of © watchfulneſs unto prayer“; of having their minds brought 
into, and eſtabliſhed in, the lovely order of the goſpet ; “their 
loins girded;“ their faculties circumſcribed, and directed to 
the proper purpoſe, the great and glorious end of their being ; 
within the limits of that holy frame of mind, which hath « a 
fountain of gifts +,” preparatory to every kind of uſcful ſervice, 
for the comfort of individuals, and united benefit of the whole 
body, ever abiding in the“ fear of the Lord,” which * is the 
beginning of wiſdom $;” the moſt perfect wiſdom, by which the 
mind is kept clean, and preſerved in its proper cloathing. 


For “ the fear of the Lord,” as the pſalmiſt expreſſes it, “ is 
clean, and endureth for ever tt:” and if this fear continues to 
reſt upon our minds, it will aſſuredly keep them clean; and 
more and more illuminate them to diſcern the propriety and fit- 
neſs of this language of Chriſt to his church: „ a garden in- 
cloſed is my ſiſter, my ſpouſe, my church ;” erected and pre- 
ſerved by © my power,” my followers united to me, and all 
dear to one another, © a royal prieſthood, a holy nation, a pe- 
culiar people zealous of good works ||.” 


May we therefore all ſeparately, each for ourſelves, attend to 
This ſtate, and become acquainted with that degree of reſem- 


11 Pet. i, 13.—71 Pet. iv. 7.—f Prov. i. 7. 9, 10.—9 James iii. 23; e 
+} Pſal, xix. 19.— 1 Pet. ii. 9. 


EW x 
blance of ſuch an incloſed garden which we bear, in the fight 


of Him, who at one view, fees the ſeveral conditions of men, 
and beholds the ſtate of his whole creation! 


If we are incloſed, of what nature is our incloſure ? fince no- 
thing leſs will become our ſufficient defence than the ſurround- 
ing arm of the Almighty ! He is the ſtrength of every individual 
that rightly truſts in him: their ſituation is aptly deſcribed in 
« holy writ,” in many parts of it, by a variety of lively and 
beautiful figures; as here, by that of © a garden incloſed, or 
fountain of gardens ||.” They likewiſe joyſully experience, in 
this ſenſe of the text, what was meant by the ſong that was pre- 
dicted to be ſung in the land of Judah, when the divine covenant 
ſhould happily cement, and incloſe that favoured people in a 
ſtate of innocence, integrity and love, enjoying together the 
laſting and unutterable ſweets of divine protection and peace. 
« In that day ſhall this ſong be ſung in the land of Judah ; 
We have a ſtrong city; ſalvation wil! God appoint for walls 
and bulwarks* :” and I cannot but intreat that all preſent, 
who are come to years of mature conſideration eſpecially, 
may obey the call of God, come out of a ſtate of fin and 
negle& of duty, and become “ fellow: citizens with the ſaints +” 
of this city; a city that hath « ſure foundations ;“ being 
built upou “ that rock which © the gates of hell $” have never 
been able to © prevail againſt.” 


O you that are in the bloom of life, and ſurrounded with the 
impetuous waves of divers paſſions ; who continue yet uncor- 
reed, unrefined by divine grace; may you diligently and ſe- 
riouſly reflect upon your extreme want of reſemblance to © the 
garden incloſed ;” and of anſwering theieby the gracious deſign 


| Cant, iv. 13.—“ Iſaiah xxvi. 1.— + Eph. ii. 19.—f Heb. xi. 44— 
Matth. xvi. 18. 
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of your Maker concerning you! May you be directed“ by the 
ſtill ſmall vice ||,” hich the Lord God will make uſe of, and 
meet you w:th © in the garden *;” in order to reclaim you, 
vnd to draw you to himſelf. May all that land in ſlippery 
places, make him their refuge, that they may know him, to 
calm every tumult in the mind; to crown them with the joys of 
obedience ; and to direct their ſteps aright through life, to his 
1.0nour, and their own true and laſting happineſs ! 


May all who mourn for want of a place of reſt, attain this 
happy ſituation, all who are ready to cry out as one formerly 


did, Woe is me that I ſojourn in Meſhech, and dwell in the 


tents of Kedar +.” Wee is me for this ſtate of wickedneſs 
with which I am now on every fide ſurrounded, both that of my 
own, and. that of others round about me, who are ready to fear 


the harveſt is paſt, the ſummer is ended t, and that they are 


not gathered into the city walled with ſalvation, or the garden 
incloſed with divine beauty, with united and unfading joy ! 


I hope better things for thoſe whoſe concern ſometimes ap- 
pears likely to become more than they are able to bear, even a 
concern, leſt they ſhould be excluded from an inheritance with 
the ſanctified. ; | 


He that of old made „ the mountains ſkip like rams, and 
the little hills like lambs $,”” for the miraculous preſervation of 
his people, even when they had begun to deſpair of their deli- 
verance ; can ſtill equally effect the like glorious work in reſtor- 


ing the deſponding, the broken in heart; that, having been too 


much off their watch, have from thence been the more ſubject 


1 Kings xix, 132.—“ Gen. iii. 8.—+ Pſalm cxx. 5.— Jer. viii. 
Pfalm exiv. 4. 
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to be © toſt about by every wind of doctrine ,“. and cunning 
craftineſs of men; whereby they lie in wait to deceive. 
Know that though your own reſolutions, your own ſtrength, and 
wiſdom, have been inſufficient (in the days that are paſt) for 
your ſecurity ; and perhaps the ſtrongeſt reſolutions that you 
have hitherto made, have been written in duſt ; ſo that the next 
gale of temptation hath blown them away; and you have hence 

een carried farther and farther into a ſtate of groaning cap- 
tivity, and crying diſtreſs ! and have been unable to liſt up 
your heads in the day of trial; know, that the duly humble and 
repenting ſinner hath ever been graciouſly received; and the 
diffident have become cloathed with divine ſtrength, through 
the name and power of the Lord Jeſus; their minds have been 
brought into a holy frame, having entered within the celeſtial 
inc loſure and defence. 

« O that the ſalvation of Iſrael would come out of Sion, 
then ſhould Jacob rejoice, and Iſrael ſhould be right glad.“ 
This hath been the ſacred language of individuals that have at 
times been toſt in uncertainty, diſtreſſed in vanity, wickedneſs, 
and diſappointment ; who, notwithſtanding, have been at lait 
happily fixed within the habitation of“ the holy city, or garden 
incloſed,” through a Ready perſeverance and ſtrong reſiſlance, 
though in the night ſeaſon; like Jacob, who as a prince, ** pre- 
railed with God and with men“. So the ſincere, the peniten, 
ſinner, in his reſolute and patient conflict, imploring and re- 
lying on divine help, will at length obtain an aſſured victory, 
to his great joy, and returning of thaak(ſgiving to tie author 
of all his mercies. | | 


56A garden incloſed is my ſiſter, my ſpoiſe;“ ah, too ur 


7 Eph, iv. 12.— Gen, xxxii. 28. 
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thinking ycuth ! how widely different from this tate is too w 

many ef yours! 'To you appears particularly applicable that 

antient call from God, „Keep ſilence before me, oh ye 

iſlands + !”? I beſeech you, in this your time of danger, when 

vour minds may be compared to floating iſlands, blown upon m 
| and covered with a ſucceſſion of waves, ſurrounded with temp- 
tations of various kinds, that are perpetually withdrawing you 

from that moſt precious intereſt which Chriſt hath purchaſed for 

| you in 'the garden incloſed; I beſeech you, that you maintain 
| a ſteady dependence upon him; that ye be vigilant in your 
| purſuit after eternal enjoyments ; that ye ſtand upon your guard 
h againſti the wiles of the grand enemy to your ſalvation ; re- 
membering that even “when the ſons of God have met toge- 
ther, Satan hath preſented himſelf amongſt them 1. 


Doth thy mind watch with holy diligence to prayer; ba 
ing fervent in ſpirit, that though the enemy may endeavour to 
come in as a flood of corruption, and ſeek inceſſantly to draw 
thee from the ſtrong hold of that city, © whoſe walls are ſalva- 
tion, and whoſe gates are praiſe h;“ the arm of Omnipotence 
may defend thee : know thou art no farther guilty than as thou 
joineſt with the temptation; it is no fin to be tempted ; the 
Holy everlaſting Bridegroom of the true church, was himſelf 
tried, proved, tempted before thee, time after time, “by the 
ruler of the darkneſs of this world, the prince of the power of 
the air;” yet he continued unmoved, unwearied, being ſup- 
ported and ſuſtained by the power of God: He was like unto 
us in all things, fin only excepted “; he knows and is willing 
to ſuſtain them that are tempted, and to encourage, in the day 
of battle, every one that cleaveth unto, and calleth upon, hir. 


+ Ifaiah xli. 1.—7 Job i. 6. - {Iſaiah Ix. 18.—“ Heb. iy, : 5. 
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with fall purpoſe of heart, in the whole courſe and conduct of 
his life: though he may be deeply proved, and may ſometimes 
be ready to cry out,—** Even though the gates of death may ap- 
pear to be in motion again me, and juſt opening to receive 
me, yet, if I die, oh let it be at thy feet.“ 


This hath been the language of minds in the day of tempta- 
tion: and, when the battle hath been hot, they have known a 
ſecret hiding place, where the enemy could not prevail. Though 
he encountered the whole army of mattyrs ; though they were 
tempted, trod upon, buffeted, and even cruciſied; yet it was 
never in his power to ſubdue them; they were fi fugeoured 
by the hand of the Almighty, they were enabled to © fight 
the good fight of faith +,” to pals throngh all their * fiery trials '* 
with patience, and, in honour of their victory, are now ** crown- 


[92 


ed with glory! 


How beautiful, how amiable, muſt be “ thoſe gardens in- 
cloſed,” the riſing youth, in the vigour and prime of life „nen 
their minds are circumſcribed, and animated to pia; when 
they have upon them the indubitable proofs of the handy work 
of God; ſtanding immoveably upright on the fide of religion 
and virtue; keeping out all the works of darkneis, by walls of 
divine erection! 


How excellent are theſe gardens incloſed ! their converſation 
and behaviour how edifying ! how exemplary ; how truly ho- 
nourable! their admiſſion is ſure into © that glorious houſe, not 
made with hands &,” to a perpetual feſtival, an eternal fruition 
ef the unſpeakable rich rexards of their good works, which they 


41 Tim. vi. 12.— s Cor, v. 1. 
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have been enabled to perform, to the gloritying c of their Father 
who is in heaven. 


Than ſuch a bleſſed ſociety as this, I know of nothing that 
can poſſibly be deemed more amiable upon the face of the earth; 
nothing more conſiſtent with the deſign of Heaven, or more re- 
ſembling its own happineſs, for thoſe that are young * to re- 
mem er their Creator in the days of their youth“, with a con- 
tinual reverence; and to give up their hearts to him, in the 
perfection of love: for the moſt deſirable part of the whole crea- 
tion to live thus, amidſt the bloom and luftre of the ſpring time 
of life, is to conſtitute the beauty of holineſs !” the one 
great ornament of the garden of the Lord ” here on earth. 


Ye heads of families; fathers, mothers, and guardians, that 
preſide over and ſuſtain the various relations in domeſtic life; 
ever carefully proſecute your own eternal happineſs, and the 
happineſs of all thoſe over whom you are placed in charge! 
exhorting them by worthy example, to“ ſet their affections on 
things above ; watchſully guarding, and even-confining them, 
in order to preſerve them from all harms and corruptions of vice, 
as * gardens incloſed ” within the limits of that holy fear, 
« which is a fountain of life, that preſerves from the ſnares of 
death f,“ and prepares for a crown of glory, in the regions of 
eternal felicity ! 


When the ties of nature hecome joined with the ties of grace, 
and together reſt upon the minds of parents and guardians, they 
cannot but be ſolicitous that their offsprings and charge may 
be favoured, in an eminent degree, with divine preſervation 3 


* Ecclef, xii. 1,—+ Col. iii, 2.—f Prov. xiii. 14. 
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they would then earneſty deſire to help them forward in their 
way, being qualified to ſay to the riſing generation, “Follow 
me as I follow Chriſt.”” I am perſuaded had this been more 
generally the caſe, had they themſelves, I ſay, really lived 
« as gardens incloſed ” within the bounds of divine wiſdom and 
government, our chriſtian ſociety would have worn a different 
aſpect to what it now does. Could parents and heads of families, 
from time to time have appealed to the Searcher of Hearts, for 
the uprightneſs of their intentions, and the rectitude of their 
conduct in theſe moſt important concerns, then might they have 
ſaid with holy confidence, © Lord! now letteſt thou thy ſervant 


depart in peace; for mine eyes have ſeen thy ſalvation * !”? 


What think ye, parents? ye that live as it were in a ſtate 
of ſtupefaction ; what think y* of the important moment, when 
in the fight of God, angels, and men, inquiſition for blood 
ſhall be made? What think ye of the preparation of rendering 
that account with joy, at the aread tribunal of final judgment ? 
in which an inquiry into the diſcharge f your ſeveral duties, 
in this reſpect, will moſt aſſuredly be made ?—lt is poſſible, and 
indeed I cannot but believe it conſiſtent with the goodneſs of 
the Supreme Being, that, where the natural parents have been 
negligent in the diſcharge of this important truſt, and have 
conducted their offspring into bye-ways and crooked paths, for- 
getful of the way that leadeth to life eternal, the everlaſting 


Father hath not been wholly unmindful of his children, thus 


abandoned to the wiles of the deſtroyer ; but hath frequently 
reached forth a kind hand to ſuch, and will continue to make 
up to them, who gratefully receive his kindneſs, and obey his 
voice, the deficiency of ſuch paſt paternal care ; even by the 


F Luke ii. 29, 30. 
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virtue of his living power in their hearts: in the mean time, 
the very criminal neglect of ſuch parents will, notwithſtanding 
this, draw down on them its own weight of condemnation : 
* the hand-writing on the wall! will fill remain againſt them, 
and, like wicked Belſhazzar, they will be“ weighed in the ba- 
lance, and found wanting *,” | 


Tnd:ed it muſt be confeſt, and I am thoroughly aſſured, that 
all parents are not thus neghgent : I cannot but remember tlie 
ineſtimable father I had in early life ; and, above all things, hi; 
almoſt unexampled care and tenderneſs over his infant offspring, 
TI well remember the very powerful and moving eloquence of 

deſcending tears! when he collected his numerous family of 
little ones about him, and in the time of our extreme tender- 
neſs, and very early years, how often he hath wept over us, 
when he hath been recommending us to the throne of grace ! 
though I cannot repeat the immediate language he uttered upon 
theſe occaſions, which were ſo extremely intereſting to us all! 


E wandered, as to myſelf indeed I may ſay, and ſtrayed from 
the © garden incloſed, in many of the ſucceeding ſteps of my 
life; and even now ftand © as a monument of mercy aàmongſt 
you!” whilt I thus afreſh remember and recite this amazing 
inſtance of a tender parent's anxious and unabated care, for 
our preſervation out of the evils that abound in the world; 
for our having a ſafe place within the incloſures, where Chriſt 
t feedeth his flock, and maketh them to reſt at noon 5 !”? 


O fathers and mothers! I beſeech you, by the mercies of 
God, and the ſolemn account you muſt one day cloſe with him, 


Dan. v. 5 27.— Cant, i. 7. 


* ww 


E. 


[ 65 ] 


that you lay this charge ſeriouſly to heart; ſtill offering up your 


humble petitions to the Father of light,” that he will enable 


you, more and more, to inſtruct the children he hath bleſſed 
you with, in the © one thing needful;” in order that being 
thus favoured, thus enlightened and enlarged by his power, you 
may have nothing to do but die, when that time ſhall arrive ; 
nothing to charge yourſelves with, in relation to the negle& of 
this great duty, when the meaſure of your days ſhall be accom- 
pliſhed ; but may render up your accounts © with joy,” and re- 
ceive the beatific ſentence of Well done, good and faithful 


ſervant ; thou haſt been faithful in a little; { will make thee. 


ruler over more, enter thou into the joy of thy Lord *.” 


« A garden incloſed is my ſiſter, my ſpouſe.” — May we pay 
all due honour to the teſtimony of Chriſt reſpecting his Church, 
both as individuals, as heads of families, and parents of child- 
ren; and more and more ſuſtain, with diligence and propriety, 
in all our ſeveral ations, the character of gardens incloſed ; 
or be as © plants therein, of the Lord's own right-hand plant- 
ing ;” plentifully adorned and enriched with all the good fruits 
of his own ſpirit, that we may be as our fathers were in the day 
when the Lord raiſed them up, fed, and miraculouſly ſupported 
them! and may fervently pray, „that Sion might ariſe and 
ſhine, and ſhake herſelf from the duſt of the earth; and put on 
her beautiful garments & !” and that many amongſt us, who 
yet need it, might ſhake themſelves from thoſe outward things 
that adorn them, as they vainly imagine; that * that divine 
beauty and luſtre which once conſpicuouſly ſhined upon and 
adorned our Sion, may again be reſtored, and continue to dwell 
amongſt us : and, in order to this, may we ſtudy more and more 


* Matt. xxv. 21'—4 Iſaiah lii. 1, 2. Ix. 1. 
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the increaſe of righteouſneſs and true holineſs; encouraging one 
another by good example and by tender counſel in the purſuit 
thereof; as we cannot, conſiſtent with our love of God, be in- 
different in our wiſhes for the happineſs and welfare of any of 
our fellow creatures, nor ſay of our brother, Let him alone, 
leave him to himſelf, it is ſufficient for me to mind myſelf,” 
Since it is our immediate duty to watch over him, and to be 
ready, on every occaſion, tenderly to adviſe and aſſiſt, to pre- 
vent or ſupport him; and not anſwer the Lord, when he ſhall 
require an acccunt of his welfare from me,—* Am I my bro- 
ther's kee per“? 


At this door, my friends, uaſpeakable damage hath entered, 
and widely ſpread amongſt us a people; even through this neg- 
lect, the grand deceiver hath the more eaſily broke into this 
and the other family; the power of ſeduction hath taken place; 
and many young people may be ſaid to have laid violent hands 
on their own ſouls, and thoſe of others too, in their gradual 
ſtepping out of the © garden incloſed.“ 


Am I my brother's keeper? What have I to do with the 
welfare of another? This hath greatly obſtructed the increale 
of our felicity, as a collective body: the progreſs of our Sion; 
and introduced the deſtroyer, who hath broke into our incloſure, 
and made a ſorrowful devaſtation among the flock and family 
of God, Where I ſee thus the danger of the hedge (which the 
Lord in mercy made about us!) being broke down, I cannot 
help expreſſing my concern, and uſing my ſpeedy and vigilent 
efforts to prevent, as much as poſſible, the beginning and in- 
creaſe of fo great an evil. 


k 
. 


[ 67 ] 


Is there even a ſervant lad, or a ſervant girl, that hath con- 


tinued neglected, and their minds left to wander at will? TI 


cannot but feel for them, with an earneſt defire of inform- 
ing ſuch, and drawing them, if poflible, within the limits 
of the © garden incloſed; that they might enjoy the be- 
nefit and delightful aſſurance of immortal happineſs, from their 
entrance into, and continuance in well doing! Many fly from 
their own intereſt, forget the God that made them, and even 
“ account the blood of the covenant as an unholy thing “,“ 
for want of having their minds properly centered, and their 
judgments duly enlightened ; and therefore it is all your duty, 
who are advanced within the heavenly bounds, and are grown 
up into a capacity of ſervice, fo faithfully to improve your 
talents, that ye may become inſtrumental to enlighten their 
underſtanding, and to adminiſter to them a ſuitable degree of 
ſpiritual health; not to ſay, © Am I my brother's keeper ?” but 
« if ye love God, to love your brother alſo ;” to lead him 
within the heritage and limits of the incloſed garden, within 
the impregnable defence of that city whoſe walls are ſal - 
vation,” : 


I know well, friends, that though my education was within 
the garden incloſed, yet I wandered far- from it, and, in my 
departing, laid myſelf open to the enemy of my foul, I kept 
the worſt of company, I ſubjected myſelf almoſt to every temptation, 
broke through the fence of the ſacred incloſure! trampled it 
under my feet! and when for a time I found the leaſt inclination 
to do good, evil was preſent with me! and I went on from one 
degree of it to another ! My wickedneſs fo far increaſed with 
my diligence, that at length, alas, I beheld the ſtrong wall 


* Heb. x. 29. 
F 2 
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brolcen down! the garden wall deſtroyed ! the mound left de- 
fenceleſs! and no hopes left of returning peace to my afflicted 
ſoul ! | 


O ye, who are the hopes of the next generation! the ſteps I 
have trod warrant me to expoſtulate with, and to warn you of 
the moſt dreadful danger of that deviation to which youth is 
too prone, for want of due and timely reflection, ſuitable to its 
vaſt importance; and the extreme difficulty of treading back, 
or extricating yourſelves from it, when the mind is once en- 
gaged and entered into the path of folly : believe me, now 1s 
your acceptable time ; now is the day of the Lord's tender 
mercy afforded to you : flatter not yourſelves therefore with the 
hope of its being time enough, that in. ſome future part of your 
lives you will diligently ſeek him; now is your ſeed time, your 
hour of profitable diligence, and not in the decline of life, 
Life frequently 1s held by a moment of time! it paſſes, and 
man is no more ſeen ; “all flefh is graſs, and its beauty as the 
flower of the field; the graſs withereth and the flower fad- 
eth*,” The grave, to which we are all haſtening, ought to 
be an early leſſon of ſerious inſtruction, ſounding the alarm in 
the ears of every youth; ſeeing it is frequently opened to re- 
ceive its victims in the very bloom of life, and before the 
years draw nigh,” in which, in the courſe of nature, they can 
take no pleaſure ?; boaſt not therefore thyſelf of to-morrow, 
ſince © thou knoweſt not what a day may bring forth ;“ but 
rather let the example of others teach thee the abſolute neceſſity 
of improving the preſent moments, and duly to reflect upon the 
imminent danger of delay. 


If thy delight be not now within the © garden incloſed,” thou 


* Iſa. xl. 6—f Eccleſ. xii. 1.-; Prov. xxvii. 1. 
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canſt not reaſonably expect hereafter to do © works meet for 
repentance : believe me, the evening hour will have its fill of 
work, even after diſcharging the duty of the molt diligent day ; + 
though you begin this neceſſary work 1mmediately, thou wilt 
not have a moment to ſpare when thy ſands of life are haſtening 
to a cloſe, and thou art finally appointed to tread the ſilent and 
ſolemn path of death! which is an hour that will, doubtleſs, 
bring with it a ſufficient employment to the moſt ſerious mind, 

and to the moſt aſſiduous improver of the time that hath been 
allotted him in — 


O then, ye beloved youth! that your minds may be thus pro- 
perly exerciſed to lay hold on the things that belong to your 
everlaſting peace! may you lay theſe reflections ſeriouſly to 
heart; and may their good effects demonſtrate that they have 
a powerful and proper influence upon your conduct, through the 
whole ſeries of your lives ; that ye may finiſh your courſe with 
Joy ! and be crowned in the end with glory and immortality ! 
having faithfully anſwered the boundleſs love of Chriſt to his 
church, whoſe peculiar relation to himſelf he expreſſeth in this 
endearing language, A garden incloſed is my ſiſter, my ſpouſe, 
2 ſpring ſhut up, a fountain ſealed.” 


Acts xxvi. 20. 
D 4 
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A 
PRAYER 


AFTER THE FOREGOING PDISCOURSEg 


— 


WE approach thy preſence, O Father of infinite kindneſs, 
and make mention of thy name, in a deep and awful ſenſe cf 
thy mercy, which hath followed us from time to time, and 
moſt graciouſly encouraged us, even to open our hearts before 


Thee! the Lord of Heaven, and the whole earth! 


We were caſt upon rocks, and there left in a deſtitute and 
periſhing ſtate, when thou manifeſted thy tender regard, 
ſtretched forth thy delivering hand, and fed and ſuſtained us by 
thy watchful Providence ! Thou waſt pleaſed to look upon us in 
mercy, in the days of our temporal calamities ! to reveal to us 
the ſaving arm of thy power, and to cauſe thoſe very calamities 
to turn to our ſolid advantage ! Thou, who art encircled with 
light, did{ enlighten our darkneſs; gave us clearly to under- 
ſtand the great things of thy law ; ſuch of them as thou in thy 
wiſdom ſaw necefary for us. In the day of our utmoſt need, 
thou waſt pleaſed to appear for us, and to ſpeak comfort to ou! 


afflicted ſtates ! 


714 | 

We earneſtly beg, that the grateful ſenſe of all theſe thine un- 
utterably kind dealings with us, may be imprinted on our 
hearts in characters never to be obliterated ! What more have 
we to aſk, but that thou may ever continue to guide and direct 
us! that ſucha ſenſe of thy unmerited mercies may be to us, as 
often heretofore it hath been, an enlivening comfort, and a 
ſtrong ſupport in the day of trouble : and we beſeech thee, O 
bleed Father! to remember all in the like fituation : ſend forth 
« thy light and thy truth even amongſt thoſe who have ne- 


ver known, or have long forgotten, thee. We pray thee, draw 


them into thy holy houſe ; plant them in thine incloſed, for ever 
beautiful, and moſt excellent garden! their hearts becoming hereby 
powerfully inclined to attend, with a fixed and unlimited ſub- 
miſſion, to the ſalutary diſcipline of thine omnipreſent, and un- 
erring wiſdom ! 


If thou ſee any caſt upon the bed of languiſhing, do thou be 
pleaſed, we humbly pray thee, to afford them the viſitation of 


| thy love; let thy divine conſolation be their continual attendant, 


whereby they may be indued with perfect reſignation to thy bleſ- 


fed will! 


© thou! that haſt poured into our hearts the freſh and re. 
riving ſenſe of thy unbounded love: accept, we beſeech thee, 
our prayers for our own preſervation, and the lifting up of our 
hands for one another, for the gathering together of many to 
thyſelf, who art, and haſt been, the reſtorer of many that have 
been ſcattered abroad, that have gone aſtray, being ſeduced by 
various temptations, from thy ſacred truth. 


For thy great Name's fake, for thy dear Son's ſake, and for the 
F 4 | 


rr 


. ˖ çmg on Np > te nt ee 


[ 72 ] 


fake of thy glorious cauſe of righteouſneſs! we pray thee, re · 
member the oitspring of thy people; incline and ſtrengthen 
them more and more, to turn towards thee ; and “' to run the 
race that is ſet before them“; that in the places of the ho- 
nourable fathers, removed to thy kingdom, may ſucceed their 
ſons; ſteadily walking in their footiteps, to the glory of thy 
namo; that generation to generation may tell thy acts, and 
age to age pronounce thy goodneſs and marvellous power; who, 
through manifold temptations and trials, preſerveſt“ unſpotted 
from the world,” them who traſt in thee, and adhere to the 
dictates of thy grace! 


Be with the people aſſembled here at this time; and in a 
particular manner with thoſe that are thine in heart, and dedi- 
cated to thy ſervice. Endue, we pray thee, with the ſpirit of 
ſound judgment, thoſe that fit in judgment; and ſtrengthen thoſe 
who are enliſted into thine army,“ engaged under thy banner, 
and that turn the battle to the gate,” that they may ſo act, and 
ſo fight “ the good fight of faith +,” as to lay hold on eternal 
life! which thou art now, in this the day of thy mercy, freely 
offering unto all ! 


May the miniſters and ſtewards of thy word, cheerfully pro- 
cced in thy glorious cauſe, ſpeaking powerfully in wiſdom to all, 
that many may become, through their calls, yet more and more 
ardently inclined to liſten to the dofrine of thy Son, and to be 
inſtructed in thy law immediately from his internal voice in 
their own hearts. 


O holy and infinite Father of all our mercies! grant, we be- 
ſecch thee. that being preſerved in our ſtations, as thoſe who 


* Heb. X1i. 1.— 1 Tim. vi. 12. 


1 


ar? „ riſen with Chriſt, our affegions may be ſet on things 

which are above,” and our life hid with them in thee our Gods 

that © when he who is our life ſhall appear, we alſo may ap- 
* [2 


pear wit h him in glory ! 


May all our faculties, and all that is within us, bleſs thy 


great and excellent name ; may we perpetually approach thy 
throne with confidence, to offer thee the oblation of humble 


prayer, and grateful praiſe and thankſgiving, now, henceforth, 
and for ever, world without end! Amen, 


* Coloſl. iii. 1, 2, 2, 4. 
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TRT FOLLOWING DISCOURSE WAS PUBLICLY DELIVEZREYD 


AT LEEDS, 


THE 26TH OF THE SIXTH MONTH, 1769, 


| 


* 


T is not in the “ oldneſs of the letter *,” or in unfeeling 
formality, but from the animating warmth of goſpel love, 
that I ſalute this aſſembly in theſe expreſſions ; 


The grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Ghoſt be with you all 
always. Amen +.” 


Tt is the conſtant language of that evangelical ſpirit, from 
which ariſes this tribute of © Glory to God in the highelt, 
peace on earth, good-will to men , and which I am thankful 
to feel not reſtained within leſs compaſs than the bulk of man- 
kind; but zealouſly and ardently pointing towards all ſuch 
as profeſs faith in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and à hope of 
ſalvation by him. 


* Rom, vii. 6.— f 2 Cor. xili. 14.— : Luke ii. 14. 


75 3 


There is ſomething further couched in this affeRionate ſa- 
jutation, than the language of love; the language of Wiſdom, 
That wiſdom which is © profitable to direct i, ſeems to 
me very evidently and very eminently diſplayed by the Fa- 
ther of mercy and kindneſs, in theſe expreſſions ; which, by 
divine afiftance, I would endeavour a little to open, and 
to urge as words of ſome ſignification, unto all ſuch whoſe 
minds are at times turned to contemplate, and not only con- 
template, but alſo to purſue, © the things which make for 
peace . 


I. „ The grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt,” 


There is no language, or form of words, ſuftciently copious 
and expreſſive, though raiſed to the utmoſt extent or heighi 
of deſcription, for repreſenting the adorable manifeſtations of 


heavenly kindneſs, goodneſs, condeſcenſion, and mercy ; or for 


exhibiting the things which proceed from the grace of our 
Lord Jefus Chriſt : but it is allowable to ſpeak whereof we 
know, according to the meaſare of knowledge; and to utter, 
according to the proportion of ſtrength given, what we now 
ſee in part, and what from experience we feel, of the merciful 
kindneſs of God; and which, as we faithfully follow his will, 


we ſha'l hereafter more fully and comprehenſively behold. — 


"his I apprehend is neceſſary for all, to whom a revelation of 
the Chriſtian Religion has been made by means of holy writ ; 
and in an eſpecial manner, where He that is the diſcoverer 
of ſtates, has opened their underſtandings to believe the 
doctrines of the Chriſtian Religion, and the ſacred records of 
that miraculous favour and grace that came by Jeſus Chriſt. 


i Eccl. X. 10.—4 Rom. xiv. 19. 
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But for my own part, I muſt freely acknowledge there was a 
time of my life, in which I would gladly have relieved my- 
ſelf from following the arduous paths of religion, by turning 
aſide into the paths of ſcepticiſm and infidelily, My mind 
was ready to alledge, as ſome at this time of day may be, 
« How can we believe without evidence? there is not a 
ſufficient evidence of truth to convince my judgment, or to 


induce me to believe.” I know this has been the allegation 


of ſome : but I have found there is no deficiency of evidence, 
but an unwillingneſs to admit the force of that evid-nce which 
would properly influence the mind; and I have reaſon to 
_ apprehend this has been the caſe with others; for if there 
was a thorough ſubmiſſion, and diſpoſition of mind to receive 
the truth in the love of it; to endeavour after it in its 
genuine ſimplicity ; to look at it with a fingle eye; and, if! 
may be allowed the expreſſion, to ſuppreſs or baniſh all the 
« buts and ifs;”” we ſhould ſoon find the evidence of the 
Chriſtian Religion to be lively and inconteſtible, and effectually 
to operate to make us wiſe and good ; wiſe, with the wiſdom 
that is to ſalvation; and good, with the goodneſs that is of 
God, the ſource of goodneſs, . 


But whilſt people“ take counſel, and not of God,” and ſuffer 
themſelves to be“ covered with a covering, and not of his 
Spirit *, they are unwilling to admit the force of thoſe truths 
which would * ſeparate the precious from the vile, and purity 
us according to his word,” While this is the caſe that many de- 
viate in point of faith, they may complain of the want of evidence 
reſpecting the certainty and truth of the Chriſtian Religion; 
and complain with as much juſtice, as a man who wilfully 
hides himſelf in darkneſs, complains of his incapacity of ſecing- 


* Iſaiah W. . 


E91 


For we have ſuch an evidence and underſtanding imparted by 
the light and grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as doubtleſs 
abundantly difplays the immediate regard and love of God, as 
recorded in holy writ; and from which I freely acknowledge 
an internal illumination neceſſary, for all that would have 
valid claim to the Chriſtian Religion; whereby we obtain a 
firm aſſurance of, and a well-grounded belief in, thoſe glo- 


rious truths. 


We have ſometimes been accuſed of allegorizing away the 


important truths of the Chrſtian Religion, as recorded in holy 


writ: it is far, very far, from our intention or inclination! ' 


We want to inforce them upon ourſelves, upon our brethren, 
with all that requiſite weight which commands their belief; 
calling to a belief of heart, not a mere aſſent with the tongue 5 
but a belief of heart unto righteouſneſs 1.“ 


We have been diſtinguiſhed, and are not aſhamed of the 
diſtinction, for preaching Chriſt within; but we never preach 
a Chriſt within, oppoſed to, or derogating from, a Chriſt 
without.—We fully believe not only in his glorious and gra- 
cious appearance amongſt the ſons of men, “ as in the volume 
of the book it is written ;” but-we alſo believe in his inward 
and ſpiritual appearance, “the ſecond time without fin unto 
ſalvation ;“ in which we are ſupported by a * cloud of 


witneſſes F, and by the doctrine of the holy Avthor of the 


Chriſtian Religion, inforcing his inward and ſpiritual mani- 
feſlation (the maniſeſlation of his grace) in as clear and indu- 
bitable a manner, as from the teſtimonies delivered concerning 
tus external appearance. 


* Rom. x. 10.—“ Hcb, x. 7.—+ Ibid. ix, 28. Ibid. xii. 2. 
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But the myſtery of ungodlineſs hath powerfully wrought 
with ſome who profes the Chriſtian name, in oppoſition to the 
force of thoſe teſtimonies with regard to his internal appearance, 
or manifeſtation of himſelf in the hearts of mankind ; and to 
render inadmiſſible the doctrine of an inward and ſpiritual 
communion, the revelation of light, life, and good to the 
ſouls of men, immediately imparted for our redemption and 
ſanctiſication.— This would lead people home from the flowery 
paths of eaſe and ſpeculation, into the arduous one of prac- 
tice : it would transfer religion from the head to the heart: and, 
in its progreſs, would remove every obſtacle to the admiſſion of 
the doctrine of an invard and ſpiritual manifeſtation of the 
grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


But there hath been a Jamentable defection from the life and 
ſpirit of true Chriſtianity, wherein the old man, under all the 


pomp of opinion, and aſſenting to indubitable truths, ſtill re- 


mains in full poſſeſſion of every inordinate love, and his goods 
are at eaſe, A mind diſguiſed with Jacob's voice, and Eſau's 
hands, ſound orthodox principles, with a ſchiſmatic heart, in- 
groſs the formaliſt of all names and diſtinctions to religion; 
the old man being at eaſe with his goods, in a ſtate of ſelf-ſuf- 
ficiency, either rejoicing under a form, and the falſe ſhade of 
opinion and regularity of conduct, or in the pomp of a ſpecious 
external appearance; wherein ſome continue poſſeſſed of an happy 
tranquillity or eaſe of mind, and are endeavouring to build up 2 
tabernacle quiet and fafe, content with a form, or depending 
upon a bare belief in the doctrines of the Chriſtian Religion. — 
But there is a work, whereby the old earth and the old heavens 
are made to ſhake, and muſt be removed; which is of the ado- 
rable mercy and grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, when he thus 
may reveal himſelf; — 


C 79 ] 


t“ Yet once more will I ſhake not the earth only, but alſo 
heaven 1˙ Not only the earth, not only againſt the inhabitants 


of the earth; but the work of God is made conſpicuous in 


the awakening of the ungodly, for their converſion from fin 
and death, unto righteouſneſs and life,—** Yet once more will I 
ſhake heaven.” — The glorious ſnecious appearances of truth, 
and doctrines recorded and aſſented to, but yet not reduced to 
experience; truths received and confeſſed by the tongue, but 
the heart revolting from their efficacious influence. 


“ Yet once more will I ſhake not the earth only, but alſo 
heaven.” And this word, yet once more, fignifies the remov- 
ing of thoſe things which are ſhaken. And undoubtedly the 
grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in its manifeſtation, procedure, 
and effects, would ſhake every falſe reſt in which any deluded 
ſoul may have fixed its repoſe : He would ſhake every falſe reſt 
among thoſe under all names and diſtinctions to religion, who are 
truſting in name and in form, without the power, or an experi- 
ence of its virtual effects upon the ſoul; theſe all appertain to 
one family: — and not only fo, but he would ſhake every falſe 
reſt, yea and the foundation, of thoſe who are building upon a 
profeſſion, and upon the apoſtle's teſtimony of Jeſus Chriſt; 
becauſe they are only building upon the credibility of tho 
truths, yet cannot experimentally ſay, Through the grace of 
our Lord Jeſus, * We acknowledge truth, according to god- 
lineſs 5.“ 


They that are of the world, come here alſo to a houſe for- 
tifed with opinion, and are ſupporting themſelves in having ob- 
tained a clear, full, and conciſe knowledge of the truth of the 


$ Heb. xii. 27.— Titus i. 1. 
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Chriſtian Religion. But there is a power that will ſearch every 
falſe foundation, and overturn every ſuperficial dependence on 
human production, that is ĩnconſiſtent with the uniform tendency 


of his ſacred law, faſhioned upon the plan of unchangeable, 


everlaſting wiſdom.—It is not of man, or by man, but proceeds 
from the grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, whereby thoſe truth; 
are brought home to the hearts of mankind. The gracious 
effects of his powerful working, are maniteſted to bring us 
home from a ſtate of falſe dependence, that we may humbly and 
experimentally acknowledge, In God is my ſalvation, and my 
glory, the rock of my ftrength * ; in God alone is my truſt.” 


But the ſtrong man, armed with opinion and belief, has 
nevertheleſs been purſuing vitiated affections: which people have 
endeavoured to retain, and gloſſed over with a ſpecious lofty 
profeſſion , fully aſſenting to the truths handed forth from the 
experience of others, but unreduced to practiſe in themſelves. 


« While the ſtrong men armed keeps the palace, the things 
that he poſſeſſeth are in peace ; until a ſtronger than he 


overcome, and caſt him out with all his goods.”--- All thoſe 


things that are inconſiſtent with the holineſs and purity of the 
divine nature, which are pointed clearly out, and may be un- 
derſtood, by the declaration of our Lord concerning the church, 
wherein „every plant that is not of my heavenly father's 
right hand planting, ſhall be rooted out $.”---What would then 
become of all thoſe things, which a miſtaken judgment calls 
« but little things! Of the pleaſures and amuſements of the 
preſent age, invented by the ſons of diſſipation, who add wings 
to their moments, and are carried forward with rapidity 


* Pal. Ixii. 7.— Luke. xi, 21.— Matth. xv. 13. 
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through time, unprepared, to a final judgment ? What a mul- 
tiplicity of thoſe things which are not of the Father, but of 
the world that lies in wickedneſs *:” things of which I ſhall now 
particularly ſpeak ; but they are ſuch as have no life in the 
LIFE of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in man, but are ever enemies to 
it, while the affections are earthly, and confined to this world, 
however the partiality of deluded minds may think to ſeek a 
reſource, and attempt to obviate the ſeeming rigours of the 
goſpel, or find for themſelves an eaſier and more flexible way, 
by reſting upon a mere belief of sysTEMs (the goods belonging 
to the ſtrong man armed) wherein they endeavour to ſupport 
themſelves, and are high in profeſſion, but weak reſpecting prac- 
tice! A ſpecies of deviation from the power of truth, proceeding 
from the grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which would ſearch 
the ſecret of every heart! It would open to the view of the at- 
tentive mind their nature, and the fituation they are in; what 
is of God, and what is not of God; what is pure, and what 
is impure : it would ever prove a more deciſive teſt in all our 

actions, a more certain criterion in our conduct through life, 

than, it is to be feared, the generality of Chriſtian profeſſors 
have attained, and which it is abſolutely impoſlible for the ſtrong 
man armed to produce, with all his ſeeming ſanctity of the fleſh, 

or ſtrenuous ſupport of belief, and a multitude of external 

performances; notwithſtanding he may endeavour to plead for 

the law and the commandment, and think thereby to attain the 

mark of Chriſt's followers, who walk therein all the days of their 


lives, 


But although they are thus lifted up in their minds, there 
is an omniſcient and omnipreſent Being, who cannot be de- 


* 1 Johnv. 1g. 
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ccived or impoſed upon; and it is impoſſible to invalidate that 
invariable obligation to live under the power of the corſs of 
Chriſt, however they may endeavour to find means, by pro. 
feſſing his name without takin; up a croſs, to the inordinate 
pleaſures and purſuits of this world, or attribute to themſelves 
the merits of his death, without a death unto fin, and a new- 
birth unto righteouſneſs, wherein alone we are made partakers 
of an everlaſting glory, * 


I beſeech you by the moſt powerful motive of the grace of 
our Lord jeſus Chriſt, that every one may endeavour to cul- 
tivate in your minds a living ſenſe of religion; and that we may 
all experience the purity and ſanctity of its nature to operate in 
our hearts; and, as members of one family, though diſtin- 
guiſned by various names, we may continue as brethren and 
fellow-pilgrims, in our paſſage through the wilderneſs of this 
world, to an endleſs glory ; that we may run with patience the 
arduous race, although through diſtreſs of temptation and pro- 
bation, to an ** incorruptible, undefiled, and that 
fadeth not away.“ 


I beſeech you by the mercies of God, by every powerful mo- 
tive, in the language of love, the love of God, which lives in 
my heart, lay hold of the grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt , by 
which alone our hearts and minds can experimentally acknow- 
ledge, that it is by the virtue of it we are cleanſed, purified, and 
redeemed from the pollutions and defilements of the world ; and 
whereby we become faſhioned in the image of nn and 
true holineſs, 


Let us next conſider the grace of our Lord ſeſus Chriſt as offered 
for our redemption, And I have no doubt of its being ac- 
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knowledged, by all who have any underſtanding of true Chriſ- 
tianity, or care about their immortal ſouls, that the grace of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt manifeſtly leads to the doctrine of © Re- 
pentance from dead works, and of faith towards God ;” to a 
redemption of the ſoul from death, hell, and the grave; conſe- 
quently, from that ſtate of puniſhment due to ſinners, where 
the ungodly receive the reward of their diſobedience :—neither 


have J any doubt of our being accompanied herein by a cloud 


of witneſſes, who FEEL the truth of the Chriſtian Religion, and 
know the force and. authority of thoſe teſtimonies concerning 
it —And let us take along with us the knowledge which the 
apoſtles and primitive believers had of the Chriſtian Redemp- 
tion and doctrine in their times, that the grace of God, that 
brings ſalvation, hath appeared to ALL men; teaching us, that 
denying ungodlinefs, and worldly luſts, we ſhould live ſoberly, 
righteouſly, and godly, in this preſent world ; looking for that 
bleſſed hope, and glorious appearance, of the grace of God, 
through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who gave himſelf for us, that 
he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himſelf 
a peculiar people, zealous of good works *.” This 1s the re- 
demption propoſed by the goſpel, which commands our aſſent, 
and will remain 5 throughout all ages of the . 
diſpenſation. 


But there has been a claim to redemption, introduced in the 
apoſtaſy from the Life of Religion, main tained amongſt profeſ- 
ſors under various names, who plead the impoſſibility of being 
redeemed from the power of fin ;—a redemption from the pe- 
nalty, but not from the commiſſion ;—a redemption from the 


puniſhment, without a victory over the tranſgrelling nature ;— 


* Titus ii. 11-14.} 
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and herein the myſtery of unrighteouſneſs hath powerfully 
wrought, and ſtill works, thus to ſubſtitute names for things, 
ſounds inſtead of ſubſtance, and a profeſſion inſtead of a lively 
poſſeſſion of its powerful and virtual effects upon the mind.— 
But it s a redemption from“ all iniquity,” whereby alone he 
he will “ purify unto himſelf a SOR people, zealous of good 
works.“ 


« Thou ſhalt call his name Jesvs, for he ſhall ſave his people 
from their fins *, From the worldly nature, and from the cor- 
ruptions and defilements in the world. A redemption from the 
power of ſin; wherein we are ſanctified, and juſtified, in the 
ſight of God, and are prepared for an admiſſion into the king. 
dom of heaven, as we are poſſeſſed of this efficacious redemp- 
tion :!—< It is like unto a little leaven, which a woman took 
and hid in three meaſures of meal +.”—It was operative ;— and 
being diffuſed through the three meaſures of meal, there was 
a real, inherent change, or partaking of its own nature ;—a 


change effected by the powerful diffuſion of that * 


virtue. 


This is the redemption of Jeſus Chriſt ;—a redemption effected 
by the grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. —It conſiſts not in the 
ſtrength, or change of Opinions, or a formal conception; but 
as we experience a "gradual progreſſion from glory to glory, 
and from one degree of ſimilitude, or reſemblance of the Divine 
Image to another, until we attain a victory here, and the con- 
ſummation of happineſs in a future ſtate. 


I apprehend this is the genuine nature of Chriſtian Redemp- 


„ Matt, i. 21K Ibid xiii, 33, 
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tion, as propoſed by the goſpel, which will ſtand the teſt, and 
bring forth the glorious fruits of © Righteouſneſs, Peace, and 
Joy in the Holy Ghoſt ;” and wherein he will refine, and 
purify unto himſelf a peculiar people, zealous of good works. 


We are not to aſcribe or attribute to ourſelves any merit of 
works, as performed in the ſtrength of a natural underſtanding, 
or from any religious attainments ; but ever to retain a con- 


(ciouſneſs of our inability ; as knowing nothing belongs to us as 


creatures, but bluſhing and confuſion of face ;“ and that our 
growth towards perfection proceeds from the aſſiſtance diſpenſed 
of his unbounded mercy and grace; as ſaith the apoſtle, It is 
by the grace of God I am what I am; and his grace, which is 
in me, was not in vain; but I laboured more abundantly than 
they all ; yet not I, but the grace of God which is in me ||.” 


I have no doubt that many of your minds, under various 
names and diſtinctions to religion, have been at times touched 
with a feeling ſenſe of the nature and excellency of true 
Chriſtianity; with a bleſſed ſenſe of it, proceeding from the 
grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.---May you fo follow on, as to 
experience à farther progreſs in its efficacious operation upon 
your minds, and witneſs its leavening virtue into its own nature, 
drawing you from the temper and defilements of the world, by « 
transformation of your minds from dead works, to ſerve the 
living God !—wherein you would truly experience an increaſe in 
ſtrength, derived from him to whom “all power is given f,“ pow- 
er to effect every excellent purpoſe, and fill up to you all thoſe 
relative attributes which are inſeparable from the divine nature; 
and wherein he is mercifully communicating an holy evidence of 
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faith in the grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; a faith in 
things not ſeen, the ſubſtance of things hoped for +.” 


May we be engaged in an humble dependence, and aweful 
worſhip, before the God of heaven and earth ! continually con- 
template him in his adorable perfections, as the Father and 
Fountain of all our mercies ; and faithfully regard every part 
of our duty in bringing © glory to God,” propoſed as the mark 
of redemption and reconciliation, through the merits and me- 
diation of a cracified Saviour; © who gave himſelf for us, that 
he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himſelf a 
peculiar people, zealous of good works.”---In this manner we 
become members of his ſacred militant church on earth; and 
are entering upon the path to the triumphant church in heaven. 


We were made a little lower than the angels, and intended to 


partake in the fruition of happineſs with the fpirits of juſt men 
made perfe&, in the general aſſembly of the firſt born ſons of 
God. And I have no doubt but he will ftill beautify his foot- 
ſtool- by the gift of his grace, the grace of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, proceeding from himſelf, the author and fountain of 
good, and of every perfect work, whereunto we are called by 
his ſpirit, aud become united in memberſhip with his ſanCtified 
church and family :---So that having filled up the meaſure of our 
days in the world, we may finally receive the beatific reward of 
an endleſs life with the juſt of all generations. 


I have no doubt of the poſlibility of acceſs to the Father while 
cloathed with mortality, through the mediation and interceſſion 


of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, ---But it is as we adm. 


+ Heb. xi 1. 


[ 87 J 


his ſpirit to operate in our minds to prepare us for acceſs, and 


duly attend to the aſſiſtance afforded us. 


« May the grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt be with you 
all, always!“ - -May you be built up in his grace, and continue 
engaged in the contemplation of his adorable perfections! the 
infinite kindneſs and goodneſs of God ! the excellency and 
purity of the chriſtian nature! and, by a ſeparation from the 
world, obtain a well-grounded hope “that he may be with you 
all, always. Amen.” 


Yet notwithſtanding an happy advancement may be known, a 
ſtate of humble watchfulneſs is our duty, and our fſafety,--- I 
cannot join with the opinion of thoſe, who maintain the doctrine 
of once in grace, ever in grace.---I believe that it is poſſible for 
thoſe who have been viſited with a meaſure and manifeſtation of 
the grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that have * taſted the good 
word of life, and of the powers of the world to come 7,” to {all 
away. It is neceſſary to continue in a ſtate of daily dependence 
on divine ſtrength, for our faithful perſeverance in the uniform 
progreſſive labour of a chriſtian life, and a daily walking with the 
God of our lives, to preſerve us from evil. —The apoſtle, who 
ſeemed to entertain a requiſite diffidence with regard to him- 
ſelf, perceived the neceſſity of a continuance in the communion 
of grace, in order to a happy concluſion : and was cautious, 
while he was preaching to others, “ leſt himſelf ſhould become a 
caſt away . Let us therefore, not content ourſelves that we 
begin and run well for a ſeaſon ; but retain upon ovr minds a 
living ſenſe of religion, cloathed with native ſimplicity and 
purity, proceeding from the grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
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II. The grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; the love of God.“ 


He hath ſo loved us, and manifeſted his inconceivable favour 
towards us, that he hath not dealt with us according to our 
merits, but of his free and unmerited grace, that we might be- 


come heirs of an endleſs inheritance in glory! * God ſo loved 
the world, that he ſent his own ſon into the world to be a light 


to the world; a light to enlighten the gentiles, and to be his 
ſalvation to the ends of the earth , It is this heavenly love, the 
love of God, that is the grand and ſolemn cement of his family, 
both here and hereafter: wherein we are united to him, and in 
fellowſhip one with another. It binds all into an uniform con- 
fiſtency, both in heaven and earth. Many other objects of 
our love are local and temporary, limited to time and place, or 
conſined to this world, and to the things that are in it: but the 
love of God is an endleſs commandment. —It is charity; that di- 


vine charity, that will remain when teſtimonies ſhall ceaſe, and 


declarations come to an end;---in a participation whereof we 
ſhall ſtill continue to join in holy worſhip and adoration unto 


| It is in the enjoyment of this divine and ardent charity, that 
the celeſtial inhabitants in the realms of light receive the ſacred 


emanations of love, and enjoy the favour of God in a participa- 


tion of thoſe ineffable pleaſures which it yields to the glorified aſ- 
ſembly of ſaints in bliſs. And, indeed, it ſeems to me to he the 
grand ſource of all happineſs and duty ; happineſs in heaven, as 
well as perfection of wiſdom to the ſons of men, derived from 
thoſe gracious relative attributes of the divinity wherein he is 
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mercifully communicating the eſſential part of his own nature, 
being, in himſelf, * altogether lovely f.“ conſummate in the per- 
fetion of holineſs, and unparalleled in wiſdom !---wherein we 
are ſometimes favoured with the fruition of his love, meaſurably 
imparted, to our comfort and unſpeakable joy, infinitely ſuperior 
to all that this world can afford, and which will remain, when 
« the elements ſhall melt with fervent heat, the earth alſo, and 
the works that are therein, ſhall be burnt up {!”---The grace 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the love of God, will then open 
unto the ſoul that glorious proſpect of unutterable, inconceivable 
happineſs, which is the proviſion of God for the righteous, and 


thoſe who faithfully perſevere to a peaceful and happy con- 


cluſion. 


It is by virtue of the grace and love of God, that we are 
enabled to advance in a proper progreſſion through the various 
ſteps of a religious life: and which would kindle an ardour of 
affection in the mind, with deſires for a continued ſupply of that 
heavenly virtue, which nouriſhes the ſoul up unto eternal life, 
—A want of this, makes us bow to the god of this world, and 
to things that are in it.— The love of money, riches, and the 
praiſe of men; which with various powers of ſeduction are 
preſented to our view, and our proſpects are bounded by the 
narrow conceptions of an earthly mind.— It is a love of thoſe 
things, which obſtructs the progreſs of religion. —A ſecret devi- 
ation from the love of God to a love of this world, has prevailed 
in many.— But how can it be otherwiſe, ſince like will ever 
aſſimilate with its like? And while the body is terreſtrial, the 
glory js terreſtrial, and the body will continue engaged in the 
purſuit of earthly things. —For every mind will attend to its 
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Iimilitude.—And while the body is terreſtrial, the glory will re- 
main terreſtrial, however it may aſſume to matters of a higher 
nature, and ſuperior importance. Yet while the glory is 
earthly, our views earthly, and confined to the pleaſures and 
purſuits of this world, our affections are earthly, and we are 
rendered incapable of that love, which is of a divine and hea- 
venly nature. 


A terreſtrial love preſides and is prevalent in the minds of 
many ; which has obſtructed the power of truth, and been the 
cauſe of feeble purpoſes and feeble efforts, enfeebled minds with 
irreſolute intentions, and proved the occaſion of a defection 
amongſt chriſtian proteflors, who have been deſirous to form 
ſomething more amiable and agreeable, or better adapted to 
their natural inclinations. —But there is a deficiency in their 


love, a wavering in affection, a diviſion of love, which is the 


cauſe of weakneſs and incapacity, to make a proper advance- 
ment in a chriſtian life, or improvement in the progreſſive work 
of religion upon the ſoul. For, as I have hinted, while the 
body is terreſtrial, the glory is terreſtrial, until we are created 
anew in Chriſt Jeſus, unto righteouſneſs ; wherein our minds 
will. become cloathed with a celeſtial glory, and by the power 
of divine grace, be ſet above every earthly love :— And then the 
love of God will prevail in our minds, and we ſhall attain an 
experience of additional ſtrength, ſteadily to perſevere in the ar- 
duous warfare of a chriſtian life. And the glory being celeſtial, 
our views are circumſcribed within the limits of an heavenly 
love, wherein we are lifted up to God, being renewed in the 
ſpirit of our minds, and enabled to travel on towards the glori- 
ous city of the ſaints? ſolemnity. 


But it is a deficiency of love, it is a cleaving to other things, 
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inconſiſtent with the purity of the divine nature, that has ſlain 
ten thouſands !— A ſecret defection of heart, which no human 
eye hath been privy to, has ſlain more than open prophanity !— 
A degeneracy of heart, a ſecret ſliding from the covenant of 
life, in thoſe who are turning aſide into the path of irreligion, 
and a mental deviation from the purity of nature, and holineſs ; 
the neceſſary requiſite to an union and divine participation in 
the love of God. 


I think it is ſaid with very great propriety, that © The love 
of money is the root of all evil; which while ſome have luſted 
after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themſelves 
through with many ſorrows t.”—But though it may ſeem to 
many not needful to tell of theſe things, methinks it is applicable 
to ſome in theſe days who would be deemed “ä men of God ;” 
and for whom I wiſh, as for myſelf, that when the heavens 
ſhall roll back as a ſcroll, and eternity ſhall open upon us; when 
our views of theſe lower objects ſhall vaniſh and diſappear; when 
the arch-angel's trump ſhall ſound to judgment, and a righteous 
retribution is made, we may be found men of God!—* But O, 
man of God, that haſt theſe things in view, think on the unvr- 
terable proſpect of infinite happineſs, the reward of obedience, 
and flee theſe things. Flee the glory and ſplendor of this tran- 
ſient world; continue to follow after righteouſneſs, godlineſs, 
faith, love, patience, meekneſs; fight the good ſight of faith, lay 
hold on eternal life, whereunto thou art called, and haſt profaſſed 
a good profeſſion before many witneſſes. 


This is the language of the love of God to this aſſembly, that 
we may be © found men of God,” when all the glory of this 


4 1 Tim. vi, 10. 
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world, with its ſplendor and dependencies, ſhall come to a con- 
cluſion; that when every human aid ſhall vaniſh, and no worldly 
aſſiſtance is near, the love of God may cover our ſpirits in all 
our trials; that when every human help 1s totally ſuſpended, we 
may continue to feel the effects of his mercy and goodneſs hap- 
pily to ſpread in our minds, to their edification and unſpeakable 
joy. Herein we receive a divine evidence of love, communicat- 
ed from that boundleſs ſource of unutterable grace wherewith he 
has viſited us, in order to dwell in our hearts, or that he may 
dwell in us richly.—And thus we are brought to diſcern the 
beauty of holineſs, the uniformity of love, to open the mind 
beyond the contracted view of human powers, into the glorious 
fruition of divine eſſential love, the love of God, that would thus 


dwell in our hearts and minds! and then we may witneſs him to 


be © with us all, always. Amen.” He will be a light to our 
paths, and an aid at hand, while we are travelling through the 
various difficulties and probations in life, —May the ſhepherd of 
Iſrael, who ſleeps not by day, nor ſlumbers by night,” attend 
you! and may we place our whole dependence upon him, as our 
fupport and all-ſufficicnt ſtrength in every needful time! 


And, dearly-beloved youth! you that are entering upon the 


ſtage of active life, be ever vigilantly concerned to improve the 
preſent moments, and that you may build beyond the habitation 
of ſorrow : that all the high places may be removed, and your 
minds become repleniſhed with true conſolation. — And as you 
are not always to expect one uniform joyous ſcene, but clouds of 
darkneſs ſometimes interrupt the proſpects of pleaſure, in your 


pilgrimage through life, prepare your minds, by zealouſly endea- 


youring after the love of God ; and wait to know, in yourſelves, 
the unſpeakable advantage of his heavenly aid and aſſiſtance, of- 
fered to conduct you through the various ſcenes of mortality, te 
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the righteous and awful preſence of the Judge of heaven and 


earth ; which will continue to ſuſtain you, when no human con- 
ſolation can afford relief; even when your offences appear as a 
flood, ſurrounded with temptation and diſtreſs, and you are 
ready to cry out, © who ſhall deliver me from the wrath of an 
offended Creator !” In this ſtate of anxious ſolicitude, your hea- 
venly father is mercifully pleaſed to ariſe, and adminiſter relief to 
ſuch, who are thus hungering and thirſting after rigliteuſ- 
neſs;” and the cup of life and ſalvation is handed to their com- 
fort, from the glorious helper, that in his ſtrength, you may be 
enabled to ſtand unſhaken in the troubleſome time ! And it is 
to theſe he waits to be gracious; a helper at hand, from whom 
proceeds every power to aſſiſt, and every attribute of mercy, 
kindneſs, goodneſs, and adorable condeſcenſion, are graciouſly 
diſpenſed to the ſons of men, wherein they are eftabliſhed in 
righteouſneſs and true holineſs. 


« He touches the mountains, and they melt :” every ob- 


ſtruction that would hinder the progreſs or advancement of this 


divine, eſſential, efficacious work of redemption upon the ſoul, 
muſt be removed: every unavailing connexion muſt give place 
to the ties of an ardent and ſanctified love, 
He touches the mountains, and they melt; the everlaſting 
hills, they bow at his preſence.” In his mercy we experience the 
removing of thoſe things that oppoſe or prevent an increaſe in 
the knowledge of God, or of the things appertaining to our 


_ everlaſting peace; in order that the exerciſed pilgrim in his pro- 
greſs, may receive additional ſtrength, to run with alacrity the 


race of a chriſtian life, and finally attain an happy union with the 


ſons of the morning, who ſing together for joy. 
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It is the glorious benefits proceeding from the love of God, 
which I earneſtly intreat that the youth, of all names and diſtinc- 
tions to religion, may carefully ſeck, and avail yourſelves of, 
that he may be with you through the various ſteps of a probati- 
onary life, And though you may ſometimes have to travel in 
the exerciſed path of temptation and anxious diſtreſs, continue 
in hope, and you will feel his light to ariſe in your hearts, and 
witnefs an inward reſurrection unto life; that life that will never 
fade, but will remain when every tender and lawful connexion 
can no longer comfort, but muſt ſoon be diſſolved, and the ſym- 
pathy one for another ſhall be ineffectual to deliver. All the 
tender connexions in life are but of uncertain duration, and upon 
them all this inſcription is wrote, © They ſhall ſhortly periſh ;” 
but the love of God never fades :—it is continued from genera- 
tion to generation, and will remain when time ſhall be ſwallowed 
up in eternity: It is this wherein we taſte of the. goodneſs of 
God, and are made to drink the cup of life and ſalvation, and 
have to rejoice in the unſpeakable fruition of happineſs it affords 
to the ſanctified in heart, who in ſuture time, as well as the pre- 
ſent, will have to ſay, Spring up, O well, and we will ſing unto 
thee ;”—it will remain an enduring portion to the ranſomed in 
Jacob, and to the redeemed in [Iſrael ; and will be an excellent 
comforter in the time of probation and exerciſe, through the ſi- 
lent ſteps of anxiety and ſecret diſtreſs, known to none but God 
and thy own foul. | 


He knows all things, by whoſe merciful aid we are ſuſtained 
through the regions of the ſhadow of death,” when every una- 
vailing relation or human dependency ſhall diſappear and come 
to an end. What then ſhall ſuſtain us, but the love of God? 
It is that which covers the head in the day of battle ; and 
which I would recommend, with a fervent affection, to you who 


a ao wa , oo oa ac os oo an” av AM 


1 95 ] 


are the hopes of the preſent age, that you ardently endeavour 
after the love of God, that will never decreaſe with age; it en- 
larges upon the mind, and is increaſed with an increaſe of love: 
it proceeds from the throne of God, and ſpreads from the 
threſhold of his houſe : it is continued through the courts of his 
ſanctuary, and reaches -to the uttermoſt part of the earth; 
and is as a © river, the ſtreams whereof make glad the whole he- 
ritage of God. 


All the beauty and ſplendour of the world will fade; and the 


excellency of temporal enjoyments, which are the portion of 


. uncertainty, (hall ſhortly know their time and place no more: 


but the love of God, flowing from himſelf, returns upon the 
ſanctiſied ſoul as a river that never paſſeth by, proceeding from 
the inexhauſtible ſource of love: it ſpreads through the various 
ſtates of mankind, and is diffuſed throughout the ſpiritual crea- 
tion of his ſon, unlimited as eternity | A degree of which I feel 
upon my mind for this aſſembly, with an ardency that cannot be 
expreſſed, © that he may be with you all, always. Amen!“ 
For the love of God, imparted to the ſanctiſied ſoul, and a 
portion of the Holy Ghoſt, and divine approbation in commu- 
nion, hath been ſuch as eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, nei- 
ther hath it entered into the heart of man to conceive, the good 
things that God hath in ſtore for them that love him,” 


III. «The grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the love of 
God, and the communion of the Holy Ghoſt,” 


This is the bond that binds, and wherein we are united to 


God, and know it to be a well ſpringing up unto eternal life.— 
It is not in external helps, nor in the agreement of words, nei- 


ther is it in the conſent of doctrine, or in fine-ſpun regular ſyſ- 
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tems, to conſtitute a © communion of the Holy Ghoſt.” But it 
is, as we are admitted to a ſacred repaſt in the divine banquetting 


| houſe, (wherein we offer the oblation of worſhip, a cloud of in- 


cenſe, ariſing from hearts prepared by the grace of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, and in the love of God), that we are advanced to a 
divine communion of the Holy Ghoſt. A communion not re- 
ſtrained to any diſtinction or profeſſion of people, but extended 
to all ſuch as experience an union and fellowſhip in ſpirit, where. 
in they are ſometimes lifted up to the Father of ſpirits, and ena- 
bled to approach him “ in ſpirit and in truth;“ which has often 
been ſealed with the love and approbation of God, in a divine 
manifeſtation of his kindneſs and goodneſs to men, who eat that 
which is good, and delight themſelves in fatneſs,” being renew- 
ed in the ſpirit of their minds, and enabled to lay hold on 
eternal lite. 


In this communion, this unutterable, this inconceivable com- 
munion, many have found their * ſtrength to be renewed,” and 
their hearts engaged in the ſolemn worſhip of God, the author of 
their being: a communion inexpreſſible in its nature May 
thoſe minds, who have attained this happy experience, continue 
therein in all humility and purity ; 


It is a communion in ſpirit, wherein the ſanctiſied ſoul ap- 


proaches the author of ſpirits with a ſacrifice in ſpirit, when the 


ſacrifice of words ſhall fail. —For there is a communion which 
language cannot expreſs! a worſhip that wants not the aid of 
words ! nor is to be defined by an harmony of ſounds, in which 
we approach the ſacred author of unutterable love! 


When there was * ſilence in heaven for about the ſpace of 
half a hour ;” when the vocal tributes of * holy, holy, holy,” and 
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the hallelujahs of ſanctified ſpirits in endleſs felicity were ſuſ- 
pended, their worſhip continued in awful, holy, ſolemn, incon- 
ceivable s1L ENDE It was a rapturous adoration, too copious for 
language to expreſs! a cloud of incenſe, before the throne of 
immaculate purity and love! May our minds be gathered to 
it, let our name or profeſſion to religion be what it may! and 
may we experience this divine communion of ſaints, and deeply 
ponder Gop's unbounded love, in folemn filence! For there is 
no power of eloquence can ſufficiently acknowledge the obliga- 
tion and reverence we owe His infinite Majeſty, who fills heaven 
and earth with his glory and goodneſs ! ut let us look up unto 
him, and wait to be prepared for it; for“ they that wait upon the 
Lord ſhall renew their ſtrength ;**—wherein we may experience 
a conſtant advancement ſrom grace to grace, until we attain the 
glorious end propoſed by this lively animating ſalutation (which 
I wiſh for you as for myſelf). © The grace of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, the Love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Ghoſt, be with you all, always.” Amen, 


II 
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THE FOLLOWING, DISCOURSE WAS DELIVERED AT 


HORSLYDOWN, SOUTHWARK, LONDON, 


THE 191TH OF THE ELEVENTH MONTH, 1769. 


Solemn ſummons, which the Almighty gave through lis 

prophet Joel, to a people whom he had owned above all 
the families of the earth, at a time when they had revolted and 
Ceparted from him, has been revived in my mind, with an ap- 
prehenſion that the ſame authority requires the republication of 
it in this day, to a people likewiſe highly favoured of Him, 
and who have, in like manner, departed from their firſt love, 


« Blow the trumpet in Zion, ſanctify a faſt, call a ſolemn al- 
ſembly ; gather the people, ſanctify the congregation, aſſemblc 
the elders, gather the children, and thoſe that ſuck the breaſts: 
let the bridegroom go forth of his chamber, and the bride out 
her cloſet : let the prieſts, the miniſters of the Lord, weep be- 
tween the porch and the altar, and let them ſay, Spare thy peo- 
ple, O Lord! and give not thy heritage to reproach, that the 
heathen ſhould rule over them: wherefore ſhould they ſay 
among the people, Where is their God? Then will the Lord be 
jealous for his land, and pity his people . 


1 Joel 11. 15— 1 8. 
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As I am about to conclude, perhaps finally conclude, my la- 
bours among you in this quarter, I would query ſome, with ma- 
ny that are preſent, whether they have not heard intelligibly the 
ſound of the trumpet, calling them, with a degree of certainty, 
to ariſe and prepare themſelves for the battle ? 


My brether and fiſters, among whom TI have been conſtrained, 
in the overflowings of the Father's love, to labour in a private 
capacity, breaking, I hope I may fay, a little bread from houſe 
to houſe; the everlaſting goſpel has been preached among you, 
with all the force of pathetic energy, with all the tenderneſs of 
divine compaſſion: let it not be ineffectual. The goſpel meſſage 
has been delivered with ſuch jndubitable clearneſs, that your 
judgments have been convinced; you have aſſented to the truth 
as it in Jesvs : ſuffer not the impreſſion it has made upon your 
minds to be ſpeedily eraſed. | 


Far, very far, be it from me to think highly of myſelf, to 
exalt the officer, the minſter; I would not that you ſhould hold 
any man's perſon in eſtimation; I am deeply ſenſible, that to 
me belongs bluſhing and confuſion of face: but I magnify mine 
office, and the power of Him who has ſeen meet to employ me 
therein. I would cndeavour to exalt in your view, the adora- 
ble condeſcenſion and goodneſs of the great Author of all our 
mercics, in that he has cauſed the trumpet to be renewedly 


| ſounded in your borders: hear its important meſſage with ſuita- 


ble attention; let it rouſe and prepare all the ranks of the armies 

of our Ifracl, to engage in the glorious cauſe of our Go : let 

the daughter of our Zion ariſe from the bed of indolence, from 

the lethargic ſtupor of a fatal forgetſulneſs, from all the deaden- 

ing, benumbing gratifications of ſenſuality, and ſhake herſelf from 
H 2 
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the duſt of the earth, that ſhe may come up to the help of him 
who hath called her with an high and holy calling. The trum- 
pet is blown 1n her ftreets, and the alarm has been heard by all: 
Oh! let not its language be rendered unintelligible by the multi- 
plicity of trivial things, that too much abſorb the minds of 
many. I am fully perſuaded, that the gracious viſitation of 
humbling melting goodneſs has been afreſh extended to indivi- 
duals preſent, in, I had almoſt ſaid, a very memorable manner; 
nor will I recal the expeſſion, for if it be not treaſured up in 
your remembrance now for your profit and advantage, it will be 
memorable in that awful period, when every neglected mercy 
will appear deeply engraven in a dread hand-writing on the wall 
againſt us. Let me, therefore, tenderly entreat you, with al 
the warmth of unutterable aſſection, as a brother, as a fellow- 
pilgrim through the viciſſitudes of time, to the unmixed joys of 
an happy eternity, that you will no longer neglect the offers of 
mercy, or turn a deaf ear to the reproofs of inſtruction. 


I feel my mind covered with that boundleſs love, that wiſhes, 
that ardently deſires, you may, indeed, be wiſe for yourſelves; 
for although I may be deficient in many qualifications of a goſpc 
miniſter, I am not wanting in that pure, diſintereſted love, which 
ſeeks not yours, but you unto the Lok D. 


60 Blow the trumpet in Zion, ſanctiſy a faſt,” 


If we were but enough attentive to the ſound of the trumpet, 


we ſhould ſee the abſolute neceſſity of this ſanRified faſt, a faſt 


from every one of theſe deluſive plcaſures and flaviſh attach- 
ments that render the mind inſenſible of good. 


it 
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« Call a ſolemn aſſembly.” 


This branch of the ſummons, ſome may think, belongs only 
to a few, and we have no ſnare in the duty it enjoins. I confeſs 
I am not of that opinion; I think every individual has a ſhare 
in the inſtruction couched in it. 


« Call a ſolemn aſſembly.” O you active ones! ſtop a while 


in your ſwiſt career; make a ſolemn pauſe; ſtand collected from 


erery object that can gratify or delight the ſenſual part; labour 
diligently to aſſemble all the powers and faculties of the ſoul, 
that they may be ſanQified by Him who gave them. I believe 
there is no uſcleſs, dead, inactive member in the church of 
Gop ; and thoſe who can thus aſſemble the collected attention 
of a redeemed mind, devoted to the divine will, thoſe have an 
undoubted right, from the higheſt authority, to call a holy con- 
vocation. 

We can do nothing againſt the truth, but for © the truth,” 
was the language of ſome formerly, who had indeed ſanctiſied an 
acceptable faſt, I muſt defire that thoſe who, perhaps, cannot 


be fo active in promoting this glorious cauſe among the ſons of 


men, as ſome who are called into more eminent ſtations in the 
church, may by a circumſpect care over all their words and 
actions, ſee that they do nothing againſt the truth. 


« Call a ſolemn aſſembly, gather the people.“ 
How ſcattered are many of the members cf this quarter; 


ſcattered indeed, as ſheep without a ſhepherd; diſperſed up and 
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down, in the dark vale of inſenſibility, and ſelf-forgetfulneſs ; 
many upon the barren mountains of an empty profeſſion ; loſt to 
all religious fellowſhip; unacquainted with that holy union, in 
which is the bond of peace. How many are the careleſs I have 
met with amongſt you, who, alas! it may be ſaid, care for none 
of theſe things? O, you elders! who might have been as pillars 
in the Loxp's houſe; you delegated ſhepherds, who might 
have adorned the firſt ranks in the armies of our Iſrael, if you 
had not fitten down, and taken up a reſt ſhort of thoſe glorious 
abodes, which are prepared for them who ſteadily pieſevere in. 
the line of divine appointment. Jo you the call is, 


c Gather the people.” 


% Am I my brother's keeper?” Let it ſuffice for me that I 
look to myſelf, and that my own family 1s in tolerable order, is a 
language that too much prevails. But oh! that you had the cauſe 
of Gon more at heart; that you were more engaged to gather 
the people, that you might, with a fatherly care, overlook thoſe 
whoſe minds at preſent reſemble the barren deſart, the unculti- 
vated wilderneſs; that you might comfort and encourage thoſe 
who tread the gloomy ſcenes of an adverſe allotment, as it were 
cut out from every joy, and alive to every painful ſenfibility. 
How would it comfort many of theſe if an experienced friend 
was now and then to drop into their families, and at times ſpeak 
a word, in the openings of divine wifdom, ſuitable to their ſe- 
veral ſtates? I believe it would be a great means of gathering 
the people. Why ſhould your care be circumſcribed within the 


narrow limits of your own families, although they might be well 


regulated; but you might be more extenſively uſeful if thus 


- 
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engaged in the care of the houſehold of Go: I am perſuaded 
that the divine Being would be over you, and a blefling would 
attend your labours. It is not a time for us to dwell uncon- 
cerned in our ceiled houfes, when the houſe of Gop lies waſte. 
We have many of us the ſame tender connexions as you: I have 
myſelf the ſame endearing attachments as ſome of you ; the 
ſame ties of domeſtic love as ſome of you; not leſs attentive to 
every relative and ſocial duty, than ſome of you: my nature is 
not harſh ; my principles much leſs ſo; yet I am made willing 
to leave all to come and labour with you, if fo be I might be in- 
ſtrumental to rouſe any to a more arduous purſuit of their 
everlaſting intereſt; and I can freely acknowledge with humble 
thank fulneſs, that I never more fully experienced my peace to 
flow as a river, never could with greater joy ſay, ** Return, O 
my ſoul ! to the place of thy reſt; for the Lord thy God hath 
dealt bountiſully with thee “,“ than when I have been thus en- 
gaged in extenſive private labours, viſiting the fick, reviving 
the ſorrowful, encouraging the diſconſolate, ſtrengthening the 
weak, watching over and carefully admoniſhing the giddy un- 
cautious youth: and I doubt not but you would have the words 
of peace in your own boſoms, if, as heads of the ſociety, you 
were more often thus employed in endeavouring to gather the 


people, 


« Sanctify the congregation, aſſemble the elders.” 


I have been deeply concerned to ſee ſome of the elders ſo de- 
ficient in filling the line of divine appointment : if they were 
more engaged to aſſemble under the holy influence of that power 


#* Palm cxvi. 5. 
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in which they ſhould move, ſony. would many of them be com- 
m:nced to 


« Blow the trumpet in Zion.“ 


But I know of no fate harder to ſneak to, more difficult to 
reach, than that of an elder, whoſe mind is overgrown by the 
carthly nature, 


* 


O earth, earth, earth! hear the word of the Lord “.“ 


T do not recollect any other inſtance, in ſacred writ, where 
attention is demandcd in a ſimilar manner. O earth, earth» 
earth!” thus thrice repeated, plainly ſignifying the great diff 
culty there is, in reaching to thoſe who, as it were, are buried 
in earth, whole minds are fixed in it. 


« Gather the childern.“ 


| You that have the riſing youth under your care, let me call 
upon you, let me intreat you, to-“ gather the children.” Ga- 
ther them from ail the bewitching, enticing allurements of the 
world; gather their attention to that of God in their own minds. 
O, how have I ſecretly mourned to ſee the poor children ſo ſor- 
rowfully neglected, fo uninſtruted, ſo much eſtranged from that 
holy, divine principle, which would exccedingly beautify and 
enrich them; but, alas! how few parents are rightly qualified to 
teach their children the law of divine love, to inſtill into their 
tender minds proper ſentiments, to cultivate upon them thoſe 
impreſſions that would be of everlaſting advantage; and if the 


fer. xxii. 2g. 
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children, when the gracious viſitation of the Father of mercics 
moves upon their hearts, warming and animating them with the 
love of virtue, raiſing the ſecret ſigh, and begetting deſires after 
heaven and holineſs : I ſay, if the children ſhould then aik the 
negligent parents, what is this ſecret ſomething which I feel; 
this principle which impreſſes my mind with the love of virtue? 
what is it, what value ſhall I ict upon it? How then can you 
vive them ſuitable iaſtruction? You cannot teach them obedience 
to its ſacred dictates, when your example ſpeaks a language quite 
oppoſite. O, why ſhould the ſca-monſter be brought againſt 
you? The jea-monſter draweth forth the breaſt to the young, 
but the daughter of my pecple is become crucl, as the oſtrich in 
the wilderncſs, that leaveth her eggs in the ſand, to be ched 
by the beams of the ſun, and conſidereth not that tie ft of the 


3» 


paſſenger may cruſh them +.” The daughter of my pcople hath 
left ker tender off: pring to the uncertainty of being accidentally 
benefited, or, I ſhould rather ſay, to the mercy of Gop, un- 
aſked, unſought, expoſed to all the dangers of a creary wilder- 
neſs, unaided, unaſſiſted by the care of a natural parent; “ the 
tongue of the ſucking child cleaveth to the roo of its mou for 
thirſt; the children aik bread, and there is none in many fami- 
lies to break it“; they want to be nouriſhed by the ſincere milk 
of the word: but, alas! 


« 'The daughter of my people is become cruel.” 
O, you parents! ye delegated ſnepherds! what account will 
you have to give when the Lord of the whole earth ariſeth to 
make inquifition for blood? Bear with me, my dear friends; 


fattery and ſmooth tales may pleaſe fools, but they will not pleaſe 


+ Lam. iv, g.—* Ibid. iv. 4. 
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Him, whom I defire to ſerve in the goſpel of his fon, All that 
is within me is moved while I thus earneſtly expoſtulate with 
you, on the behalf of the dear children; ſuffer me to entreat you 
for Gop's fake, for your on ſoul's ſake, and for the ſake or 
the cauſe of truth. 


Gather the children, and thoſe that ſuck the breafts.” 
Thoſe who are filling themſclves with the world's conſolations, 
with the intoxicating pleaſures and amuſements of a degenerate 
age; wean them from theſe delights, gather them to the know- 
ledge of themſelves, to a ſenſe of the mercies that are offered 
them, by the great Author ct mercies, ancient and new. 


While thy ſervant was buſied hither and thither, the man 
made his eſcape,” —was the vain excuſe of the officer, to whoſe 
cuſtody- a certain captive was committed, with the charge, 
Take care of this man till I come; and if thou let him go, thy 
life ſhall go for his life .“ No plea of other engagements, nor 
even want of ability to diſcharge our duty towards our offspring, 
will ſtand us in ftead, if, when the Almighty queries with us 


„ What haſt thou done with thoſe lambs I left under thy care in 


the wilderneſs, thoſe tender offspring I gave thee in charge?“ 


We have, through negle&t, through unwatchlulneſs, ſuffered 


him or her to go, but we ſhall moſt certainly ſtand accountable 
for his or her hfe, I ſaid want of ability, becauſe I affurediy 
believe, that want of ability will be ſo far from a palliation ef 
our crime, that it will rather increaſe our condemnation. Can 
we plead want of ability to him, who is always ready to furniſh 
us with it, if we are but willing to receive it at his hand? I aw 
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of opinion, with reſpect to many of our youth, that iT they had 
been properly inſtructed, ard carefully watched over; if they 
could have ſeen the beauty of holineſs ſkine in the example of 
their parents, they would not have gone out ſo widely as they 
have. O, you parents of both ſexes! an important duty is re- 
quired of you. Example your children in the practice of picty. 
Example ſpeaks louder than precept; its influence is far more 
extenſive; and while on the one hand, you are excited to a faith- 
ful diſcharge of your duty towards them, by the certain hope of 
a glorious reward ; ſo on the other hand, the poweriul ties of 

natural affection, the warm ſolicitude for the happineſs of thoſe 
you love, muſt ſtir you up to diligence in the work and ſervice 
appcinted you. 


4 Gather the children.” 


If, after your attentive care has been employed for their 
preſervation; if, alter the forcible voice of example, you have 
called them to the perfecting of holineſs in the fear of Gon, 
they will go, they will turn aſide, into the bye-ways and 
crooked paths of fin and iniquity; they muſt f and by their own 
choice. You will have redeemed your own fouls, and will be 
found in vour lots at the end of time. A ponderovs crovm 
awaits; you will cloſe your eyes, and open them to the bound- 
leſs fruition of unmixed joy, in a happy eternity. 


We do ſometimes with ſorrow obſerve the 3 labours 
of a parent's love, beſtowed without tlie deſi eſſect: it is 
mournful to ſee children pierce, with bitternofs an * anxiety, the 
breaſt that has been their _ in their infantile years; to fill 
that eye with ſorrow that lias drop over them the tear of mater- 
nal tenderneſs : it is a cru-l thing for a child to mingle gall and 


wormwood in the cup of a parent deſcending to the grave ! Let 
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ſuch be afured that their own portion of call and wormwond 
will be doubly increaſed thereby, in the ſolemn hour of juſt re- 
tribution. 


Put, O, beloved youth! J earneſtly defire that you may ne- 
ver thus widely deviate from the paths of rectitude. It is on you 
the hopes of the preſent age muſt ſhortly devolve; may you wiſely 
chuſe an carly ſubmiſſion to the holy diſcipline of the croſs of 
CHRIST, that you may come up as an army for Gon. Confider 
the uncertainty of thy Ray here: conſider the important buſineſs 
of life, and let the love of every unproſitable delight be fwallowed 
up in the arduous purſuit of glory, honour, immortality, and 
eternal liſe. | 


We are daily inſtructed by the powerful, eloquent language 
of mortality. Death invades all ranks, ſnatches thoſe of all ages 
from the buſy ſtage of life. She who was yeſterday ſurrounded 
with nuptial joys, muſt to-morrow be confined within the cold 
enclo{ure of the ſilent grave. 


Let the bridegrocm go forth of his chamber, and the bride 
out of her cloſet.” 


Let the yonng be joyous, and thoſe who are in the bloom of 
tie leave every thing which tends to retard their progrefs to- 
wards the city of the faints folemnity : let them relinquiſh their 
moſt exalted ſatisfaction, rather than neglect to lay hold on the 
joys of God's ſalvation, which are vnutterably more deſirable 
than all the fin-ploattog gratifications that this world can beſtow. 
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« Let the prieſts, the miniſters of the Lord, weep between the 
| | porch and the altar.” 


This ſhould not be confined to thoſe only whoſe mouths may 
be opened publicly amongſt you; for it belongs to all thoſe who 
preach to others by the regularity of a godly life and converſa- 
tion. Although we are favoured with a living miniſtry of divine 
appointment, who dare not fill the ears of men with a repetition 
of unfelt truths, nor amuſe them with the unprofitable produc- 
tions of an empty mind, but are concerned to diſcharge them- 
ſelves faithfully, as ſtewards of the myſteries of Gop; yet let 
them be joined by all thoſe that mourn for the deſolation of Zion, 
all who wiſh peace within her walls, and proſperity within her 
palaces. 


Let us weep between the porch and the altar, ſaying, “ Spare 
thy people, O Lord! and give not thy heritage to reproach, 
that the heathen thould rule over them : wherefore ſhould they 
ſay among the people, Where is their God?“ 


If we were thus unitedly engaged, in the behalf of cur Iſrael, 
it may be that the Lox b. will again be jealous over his land, 
with an holy jealouſy ; for I cannot think that a people whom 
he has raiſed by his invincible power, and fo ſignally placed his 
name amongſt, were ever deſigned to be only the tranſient glory 
of a couple of centuries. I am {till revived by a ſecret hope of 
better times, when our Zion ſhall again put on her beautiful 
garments, and in her, and with her, ſhall ariſe “ judges as at 
the firſt, and counſellors as at the beginning f.“ Let us weep 
between the porch and the altar; let us intercede for the people, 
that the land may yet be ſpared. 


: Iſai. 1. 26, 


1 
| ; The gracious ear of our heavenly Father is ſtill open to the 


ſapplications of his children, and I believe he will yet be jea- 
lous over his land, and pity his people. 


The time approaches when the great daſher in pieces will 
more and more come up amongſt us; and may all, who are 
broken by him, wait to be heated by the ariſing of his love: I 
ſhall not live to ſee it, but I live in the faith, and I believe I 
ſhall die in the faith, that the Lord of Hoſts will yet beautify 
the place of his feet, that our Zion will yet become an eternal 
excelency, and Jeruſalem the praiſe of the whole earth. 


Let us weep between the porch and the altar; for the Lox » 

will yet be jealous over his land, and pity his people. The 

| bowels of adorable condeſcenſion yet yearn over his children, 
with all the tenderneſs of a father's love! 


« How ſhall I give thee up, O Ephraim? How ſhall J make 
thee as Admah, and ſet thee as Zeboim ? How ſhall I caſt thee 
off from being a people before me *?” By this moving and pa- 
thetic language, would the great Father of the univerſe induce 
you to return to the arms of eyerlalting mercy; and if we, who 
are placed as watchmen in Zion, faithfully diſcharge the 
truit repoſed in us, we ſhall be made inſtrumental in gathering 
the ſcattered and diſperſed ſhcep, from the eaſt and from the 
veſt, trom the north and from the ſouth, to the great Shepherd, 
to the one ſheepfold, and finally obtain an admittance into thoſe 
glorious manſions, Where the morning ſtars join in ſinging hal- 
Iclujahs! and where the © ſons of God for ever ſhout for joy.” 


Now unto the King, eternal, immortal, and inviſible, the 
os, be honour and praile for ever and ever, 


* Hoſea XL, 8.— Job xxxviii. 7. 
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A DISCOURSE DELIVERED AT 
STOCKPORT, 


THE 20TH OF THE ELEVENTH MONTH, 1768. 


N acceptable ſacrifice, which the holy apoſtle offered unto 

the God of all grace, 1s at all times proper, and at all 
times acceptable; ariſing from the ſame ſenſibility, it was 
couched in theſe words, Thanks be to God for his unſpeakable 


gift: It aroſe from one not a wit behind the apoſtle, whoſe ac- 


quired parts were remarkably great, and juſtly eminent for his 
religious experience: yet in the contemplation of the height and 
depth, the length and breadth of the love of God in Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord, and the manifeſtation of divine kindneſs, he found 
expreſſions inſufficient; and, in ſhort, ſaid more than language 
could expreſs, in terming it —an unſpeakable giſt. 


I would endeavour to lead our minds to a proper contemplation 
upon this unſpeakable gift, and earneſtly with we may be ſo wiſe 
as to enter into it with that reverence, with that attention, and 
with that ſolemn worſhip, which become worthy receivers of a 
multitude of unmerited imercies. 


„„ 


The holy ſcriptures of the New Teſtament (which are preſery. 
ed through mercy) give us a large and particular account of the 
Incarnation, life, ſufferings, death, and aſcenſion of the holy 


Jeſus; and it were much to be wiſhed there was a more gener: 
attention amongſt the profeſſors of the name of Chriſt, to pon- 
der his adorable acts, endeavouring to accompany him in re- 
verent recollection of the various ſteps he took whilſt in the 
body prepared for him; as it might lay a well grounded hope 
(if we accompany him with care) to be found coheirs with him 
in the celeſtial regions, in his glorified ſtate, hereafter. 

J account the holy ſcriptures an excellent treaſure, and I wi! 
the riſing generation, were concerned to know the ſcriptures from 
their youth, which,-through faith in the great and glorious object 
they propoſe, are able to make us wiſe unto ſalvation; but not- 
withſtanding the glorious and excellent account of the holy Jeſus, 
with regard to his being incarnate, converſing amongſt men, and 
the delivery of many excellent precepts, the holy apoſtle men- 
tions the {um and ſubſtance of the chriſtian religion as an un- 
ſpeakable gift, which there was no language ſufficiently able to 
define and ſet forth. I have thought, notwithſtanding this, it is 
an intelligible, though an unſpeakable giſt ; intelligible to tl: 
meaneſt capacity; for the reſt of ſaints is the proviſion of God, 


for the various ranks of mankind, high and low, rich and poor: 


he is the God and Father of us all, who is over all, through all. 
and in a'l: and the religion of the holy Jeſus is not deſigned to 
he placed beyond the reach of vulgar capacities; it's glorious na na- 
ture not dependant on the ſz1]] of human literature to unſold; 

is eaſy and intelligible to the mind willing to learn it, and 2 
open to the ſincere and upright heart, who conſiders it not as 3 


ſcene of abſtruſe diſiculties, myſterious matters, but as intended 


to 


ſus, 


ind 
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to regulate the affections, to rectify our natures, to guide us in 
wiſdom, and afterwards receive us into glory, 


Some people think themſelves too light for religion ; theſe 
are miſtaken, for it adds dignity to the greateſt ſtate, and, in it 
1s real nobility, I have ſometimes feared ſome people think 
themſelves too low for religion, as if it was the proper buſineſs 
of the rich, who had leiſure and opportunity; and that the poor 
and laborious, the exerciſed and diſtreſſed, part of the family, 
were beneath religion. They are both miſtaken; for the God 
and Father of all, with an equal eye, beholds his family, his 
mighty family, the angels, the arch-angels, the triumphant 
hearts, and the militant hearts, who by faith and patience are 
ſecking to paſs their time here in a comformity to their elder 
brethern; that, when mortality ſhall be ſwallowed up of immor- 
tality, they might join the family on high. 


I confeſs, in this point of view, I look upon the workmanſhip 
of God, and have no more doubt of a part in the family of the 
Moſt High, whilſt converſant in the viciflitudes of an earthly pil- 
grimage, than when this tranſient habitation of clay ſhall reſolve 
to its original matter, and the eyes that ſee me now ſhall ſee me 


no more: we are entering upon eternity and an indiſſoluble 


connexion with ever and ever. In this life God has diverſified 
our ranks in unerring wiſdom, for the great purpoſe of his will; 
there is nothing low, in the eye of the Univerſal Parent, but vice, 
irreligion, a forgetfulneſs of God, and ourſelves, and alineation 
to his nature; this, throughout all ranks, is eternally and unalter- 
ably inconſiſtent with acceptance in. the ſight of God ; he has 
adapted inſtruction to every ſtate and condition, in unerring 
wiſdom, It behoves all, carefully and diligently, to ſeek a 
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right improvement of this unſpeakable gift, to ſee that it way 
not beſtowed in vain, 


We are not at all aſhamed or afraid of advocating the cauſe 
of ſimple chriſtianity, under the ancient definition or deſcription 
of it, given by the holy Jeſus, as the leaven which the woman 
took and hid in three meaſures of meal.” Not aſhamed to 


define religion as deſigned to reform the heart, to make men 


pure and acceptable in the ſight of God; not wearied in our in- 


deavours to impreſs on the minds of men, the abſolute neceſſity 
of this unſpeakable gift in themſelves, as religion flows 


from this gift; a gift adapted to every underſtanding and every 
ſtate, and which the ſame apoſtle, writing to his ſons, after the 
common faith, further illuſtrates in a manner worthy all our at- 
tention; and, if regarded, would put an end to the controverſies 
amongſt chriſtians ; © he gave himſelf for us that he might redeem 
us, from all iniquity, and 8 unto * a peculiar people 
zealous of good works.” 


I own J look upon this to be the great deſign of this unſpeak- 
able gift, and a compendious account of the religion of Chrill; 
« the grace of God that brings ſalvation, hath appeared to all 
men, teaching us, that denying ungodlineſs and worldly luſt, we 
ſhould live righteouſly, ſoberly, and godly, looking for the bleſſed 
hope and glorious appearance of the great God and our Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt, who gave himſelf for us, that he might redeem us 
from all iniquity, and purify unto himſelf a peculiar people zea- 
lous of good works.” | can hardly think that any are fo hardy 
as to aſſert there's either falſehood or inconſiſtency in this apoſto- 
lic definition of the great deſign of the religion of Chriſt, however 


their lives may contradict their profeſſion, and give the lic to their 
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dwn aſſent to the truths of religion. Scarce any can arrive to 
that degree of obduracy of mind, as to deny this to be the glo- 
nous intention of the religion of Chriſt: here is the unſpeakable 
gift, he gave himſelf for us;” he laid aſide his glory, he came 
in the form of a ſervant, in a ſtate of humiliation and poverty; 
was introduced into the world in a ſtable, laid in a manger, was 
(and not upon his own account) © a man of ſorrow and ac- 
quainted with grief; the whole ſeries of his life was a continued 
act of illuſtrious virtue, inſtructive and examplary, to ſhew us 
the dignity of the religion he came to eſtabliſh, and to impreſs 
the minds of mankind, that they ſhould walk as he walked. 
After having accompliſhed a pilgrimage of thirty-three years, he 
gave himſelf for us on Calvary's Mount, “ the juſt for the unjuſt 
that he might bring us to God''—* He trod the wine-preſs 
alone, and of the people there was none with him.” He that had 
legions of angels at command, bore the contradiction of ſinners ; 
and that ſacred countenance impreſt with divine glory, was ſpit 
upon, crowned with thorns, as the moſt notorious malefactor; 
yet, as a ſheep, dumb before its ſhearers, © he opened not his 
mouth,” | 


I'cannot avoid endeavouring to impreſs the recollection of 
theſe awful truths upon the minds of all ſuch as profeſs to call 
upon the name of the Father, by Jefus Chriſt, and hope for ſal- 
vation through him; that they might accuſtom themſelves to ru- 
minate upon the ſtupendous exhibition of divine love; that they 
might carefully inquire how far the end is anſwered to them, 
and might apply, to their own advantage, that unſpeakable gift, 


_ © he gave himſelf for us, was crucified, dead and buried; but 


he aroſe again, and trampled over the powers of death, hell, 
and the grave, * led captivity captive, and gave pifts to men, 
I 2 
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even the rebellious;” for this great purpoſe, the purpoſe of 
human redemption, that he might- redeem us ; that through his 
ſtripes, we might know the glorious progreſs of redemption ex- 
perimentally, As individuals, it is worth while to conſider the 
terms of this gift, and its intention ; that it ſhould produce ne- 
ceſlary fruits of all worthy receivers; © he gave himſelf for us, 
that he might redeem us from all iniquity,” 


I have frequently feared a dangerous miſtake with reſpect to 
this; have heard ſome expreſs their apprehenſion of redemption 
from the penalty of ſin, but not from the body of fin; though 
there may be an unwarrantable ſtreſs laid upon it, it is one of 
the moſt powerful calls to righteouſneſs and holineſs of life. I 
have met with not a few who have conſidered it in a different 
light, as a kind of toleration for acting inconſiſtent with the 
purity of the divine nature, and an allowance for continuing in 
human frailty. The mind having loſt its faith in the ſufficiency 
of the divine power, has miſtaken the intention of this gift, and 
has looked upon it as a freedom from wrath rather than ini- 
quity ; © what ſhall we continue in fin that grace may abound?” 
There were ſuch, in the primitive ſtate of the church. I have 
heard ſome, ſo remote from the nature of the chriſtian religion, 
the power and purity attending it, as to aſſert, there is no poſ- 
ſibility of redemption from the reigning power of fin in this life; 
that the chriſtian redemption is unalterable, as to this, redeeming 
us from all iniquity, having doubled the ſufficiency of the divine 
grace; to change effectually, from a ſtate of corruption, and 
having loſt their faith in the power of God, it has been impoſ- 
ſible for them to make a proficiency in the divine life. But we 
have the utmoſt reaſon to be aſſured, that it is © from all ini- 
quity,” from the reigning power of tranſgreſſion, that the grace 
of God is able to do all things for us, to change the vile body 


3 
of our affections, and make it like the body of Chriſt, able 
to take away our ſtony hearts, and give us hearts of fleſh: but 
this brings religion nearer home than many chuſe to have it; 
takes it fiom the head to the heart, lays the ax to the root of 
the tree, and brings home to an anticipation of the ſearch into 
their own flates, 


This is a grand reaſon for rejecting the chriſtian religion; but 
we muſt ſubſcribe to all the truths of the goſpel, or be in the 
gall of bitterneſs and in the bond of iniquity. But the unerring 
wiſdom of God has been rejected, men have took themſelves 
out of the hands of God, and gone their own way ; have endea- 
voured by the multiplicity of profeſſions, and their own external 
performances, and every invention of the human mind in the 
myſteries of ungodlineſs, to evade this grand point, to redeem 
us from all iniquity;” but there's not only the mark of the fore- 
head but theſe more hidden tranſgreſſions, There's a filthineſs 
of ſpirit, that, to an all- ſeeing eye, is equally deteſtable; ſacred 
is our judge; there is a judgment-ſeat covered with mercy to a 
hairs breadth; but we cannot advance one attribute and depre- 
cate another. Though wonderful is his mercy, yet juſtice, right» 
eouſneſs and truth, are eflentials in the attributes of the moſt 
high God. Let me die the death of the righteous,” let me re- 
joice when J paſs through the regions of death,—is the wiſh of 
all; but they would not be brought to the teſt, that redemption 
from all iniquity,that thorough cleanſing, that turning of the hand 
upon them, and purging away not only their droſs, but their 
tin, and reprobate filver. There's abundance of that amongſt 
profeſſors, there's a ſelf-righteouſneſs of the law; it conſiſts not 
only in action, but ſpeculation, in ſplended opinions; this opi- 
nion has paſſed for faith, and cheated many to wretchedneſs. 


13 
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Opinion reſembles faith ſo much, that the eye had need be 
opened to diſcern the difference; yet a great one there is: ma- 
ny have ſtrong opinions concerning the work of religion; ſome 
have looked upon it as inſtantaneous, ſome otherwiſe. I confeſs 

with reſpect to that inſtantaneous work, * have not ſo learned 

Chriſt ;” far, be it for me to judge another man's ſervant, but 

IT have not ſo learned Chriſt, as to know, that to be an inſtan- 


| taneous, but a gradual work. Some think there is a ſudden death 


to ſin, and a new birth to righteouſneſs, in a moment. I have 
not traced the conduct of people profeſſing the chriſtian religion, 
with an uncharitable eye; but I have often obſerved that inſtan- 
taneous work to be of a ſhort lived continuance; have ſeen ſome 
recur back again to their ſins, and their latter end has been 
worſe than the beginning. When God ſaid let there be light, 
there was light, a ſucceſſion of days and nights, the beauties of 
creation were gradually brought forth, till man was made in 
God's image. 


J have not been deſtitute of ſome degree of religious experi- 
ence, the praiſe I dedicate to God, the fruits to your ſervice, 
Religion has wore this aſpect with me, it has been a gradual 
work, a gradual advancement from faith to faith; but when 


people are inriched with unfelt truths, they call a ſtrong per- 


ſuaſion of mind, faith, when it is only opinion. Faith is promo- 
tive of redemption, the ſaint's victory; this faith that works by 
love, ſubverts the ſtrong holds of Satan, reſtores people to a ſtate 
of acceptance with God, impreſſing the features of the king of 
heaven upon all their actions: but this opinion, this miſtaken 
opinion, would pats by redemption from all iniquity ; the lea- 
ven of the kingdom, would lead to a variety of actions, abun- 
dance of words and profeſſions, and ſet the mind afloat above 
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that ſacred leaven, that unſpeakable gift, which cannot be fully 
uttered. The Lord preſerve us from this dangerous miſtake. 


I ſpeak to a people, many of whom are, I truſt, inquiring 
after things of the higheſt moment; I wiſh you well on your 
way, that your minds might not only reverence that unſpeakable 
gift, but trace the ſource, and purſue the end. He gave himſelf 
for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, that he might 
cleanſe us from all filthineſs of fleſh and ſpirit, eſtabliſh our af- 
fections on things above; that the mind that was in Chriſt, 
might be in us. I look upon this to be the deſign of chriſtianity ; 
this unſpeakable gift, the religion of Jeſus, works ſecretly, pow- 
erfully and effectually: ſometimes it draws to expreſſions, often- 
times otherwiſe : the occaſion of praiſe ceaſed not when there 
was filence in heaven for half an hour. May we ſo hide the 
word in our hearts, as to witneſs its progreſs there. I have 
feared the multitude of converſation has betrayed the minds of 
the people; been afraid of people talking away religion by fre- 
quent uſe, familiarizing their minds to treat the things of God 
not with that feeling reverence, flowing from this unſpeakable 
gift, Far beit from m2 to enfeeble any mind bent after things 
of the graeteſt moment. I know I regret with you, the too ge- 
neral converſation of the world goes upon other ſubje&s; and 
things appertaining to life and godlineſs, are rather the objects 
of contempt and derifion, than of that humble reverential awe 
that becometh us. 'This is too much the caſe; yet there is a poſ- 
ſibility of talking away religion, by a multiplicity of converſa- 
tion, paſſing beyond our own light. I would rather endeavour to 
know what the Holy Ghoſt meant by that filence in heaven for 
half an hour, than make religion too cheap by converſation ;— 
Keep it in the heart; too much diſcourſe carries off the eſſence of - 
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religion; Keep the mind as a garden incloſed ;—a proper atten- 
tion to this unſpeakable gift, will tend more to comfort and 
ſtrengthen than where a profeſſion of words carries away the 
proper ſenſibility of our ſtate and condition, I know the matter 
requires diſtinction; I want not to diſcourage any thing of an 
heavenly birth; but fear ſome have been carried out of the depth, 
the divine ſpirit of religion has been evaporated, greatly to their 
loſs. Let not thoſe who care for none of theſe things, run into 
diſcourſe ſubverſive of religion. Wiſdom leads in the middle 
paths of judgment; and though the gift is unſpeakable, yet we 
have a right underſtanding of the effects upon our own minds, 
We know there 1s a ſun in the firmament, we feel it's warmth, it 
extends it's light and warmth through the globe, but the utmoſt 
intent of it's nature is inexplicable; the diviſion of it's rays, the 
ſource of it's heat, after what manner placed in the planetary 
world, or how formed; theſe are incxplicable, ſo is the ſun of 
rightouſneſs ; but though the properties of the ſun be unſpeaka- 
ble, we know, we rejoice in it's effect; we have indubitable 
proofs of it's exiſtence: ſo the unſpeakable gift, the ſun of righte- 
ouſneſs; to enlighten men, to guide them in wiſdom, to unite 
them to their elder brother, to repleniſh their affections and ſet 
them on things above, Though an unſpeakable gift, yet intelli- 
2ible, reaches to the minds of men, affects them, quickens them, 
raiſes them from death and dead works, to a contemplation of 
thoſe things of infinite conſequence to them, 


I cannot but intreat you of the riſing generation, carefully 
to attend to this gift, —in it's right-hand are length of days, on 
it's left-hand are riches and honor: watch unto prayer, be not 
a ſhamed of this unſpeakable gift, and it's tendancy, What is the 
reaſon of the ſcepticiſm and infidelity that is amongſt us? it is 

enough now to make one ridiculous, to revive, in the remembrance 
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of chriſtians, their own principles. What is the reaſon that youth 
falls a prey to the gloomy doctrines of infidelity that abound in 
this age? the want of attending to this unſpeakable gift. Were 
their minds endued with a ſenſe of it's virtue, there would be no 
more reaſoning them out of the efficacy of religion, and the exiſt- 
ance of this unſpeakable gift, than that there was no ſun in the fir- 
mament. From the ſtrongeſt of all convictions, that of experience, 
they could give in their teſtimony to the nature, power, and 
ſpirit of the chriſtian religion, and their minds would be ena- 
bled to ſee that this is He, and we look not for another, 


I beſeech you, therefore, my friends, ſuch of you as know 
this unſpeakable gift, ſeck after a capacity of praiſing God, of 
aſcribing thanks for this unſpeakable gift: he that offers praiſe, 
glorifies God, © and to him that ordereth his converſation aright 
will I ſhew forth my ſalvation.” We have abundance of what is 
called public worſhip, ſometimes many exterior acts, which amuſe 
the minds of mankind ; but vain and fooliſh is it to apprehend In- 
finity to be organized like us, and the ears of him that filleth 
immenſity to be like ours. Thanks be to God for his unſpeaka- 
ble gift; let it appear by it's own influence; itis the living that 
praiſe him; the glory of the workman is diſcovered by the 
beauty of the workmanſhip. Was the mind endued with this 
unſpeakable gift, and all within us brought into ſubjection to it's 
divine nature and tendency, there would be an inceſſant oblation 
ariſing with holy efficacy to a God-hearing prayer; though filent 
with regard to the human ear, yet intelligible to him. I would 
recommend you, my brethern and fiſters, that profeſs this gift, 
[ beſeech you by the mercics of God, by your hopes of ſtanding 
at laſt accepted in the beloved, you that have profeſſed this giſt, 
dwell with it, abide with it, let it have its utmoſt effect upon 
your minds. Be what you prolcfs, lie not in the fight of God 
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and man, or the Holy Ghoſt; live by that unſpeakable gift, and 


you will ſhew forth his praiſe that has called you to glory. At. 


tend to it that it may ſhine more and more to the perſect day: 
there's not a more deteſtable character than a profeſſor of this 
unſpeakable gift, that contradicts it in practice; high in profeſ- 
fion, low in practice, flattery and ſmooth tales may pleaſe fools, 
but are inconſiſtent with the ſolemn work of the ſouls of men. 
Let the profeſſors of this religion place themſelves in a conſpicuous 
point of view, and be what they profeſs, as they would be fixed 


amonſt the ſtars in eternal glory ariſing from their firm attach- 


ment to this unſpeakable gift. 


L 123 ] 


& DISCOURSE DELIVERED AT 
BINGLEY, 


THE 3RD OF THE SEVENTH MONTH, 1758. 


2 E excellent proverbs diſcover the full treaſure of religion 
+ with its durable riches and honours; and call ſouls to be 
true lovers thereof, and to inherit wiſdom. From this holy 
foundation, the riches of all generations have been drawn; and, 
whenever we are truly enriched, we muſt derive our treaſure 

from heaven; for, it is the ſoul that ſhall inherit glory: and 
where ſhall be the production of good but in God? There is, 
beyond all manner of contradiction, abundance of difference in 
the natural capacities of mankind; in the various advantages or 
diſadvantages that occur in the opportunities of acquiring know- 
ledge, and the enlargement of the natural underſtanding ; for, 
ſo it hath ſeemed good and right, in the holy wiſdom of him 
who commands the ſpirits to enter into all fleſh, and appoints 
even the ſtars and heavenly boaies to differ in magnitude and 
glory one from another. But it admits not of the leaſt doubt 


with me that the holy one, whoſe ways are equal (and who, 
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with a folemn aſſertion, declares, he delights not in the death of 
them that die) hath formed each of us, however differing in 
point of capacity or acquired knowledge, for glory, honour, 
immortality, and eternal life, and hath provided means for 
obtaining this great and univerſal end. For his will is not our 
deſtruction, but our ſanctification, our juſtification, and adop- 
tion into glory, that we might each of us be happy here, and 


eternally happy with him for ever. 


That wiſdom which calls us to eternal peace, to inherit ſub- 
ſtance, was with the Ancient of Days before the foundations of 
the world were laid, as one brought up with him and was daily 
his delight, rejoicing always before him. That attribute of the 
Almighty, which makes him famous and excellent throughout 
all his name; that wiſdom in and by which the univerſe was 
formed, and in which it reſted compleatly beautiful, as coming, 
out of the hands of a pure and holy creator, when the morning 
ſtars ſung together and the ſons of God ſhouted for joy; this 
wiſdom, in which all God's workmanſhip was formed, was the 
great cauſe of their holy admiration, and the ſubje& of their 
celeſtial ſong. And all that he has created anew, was by the 
word of the power and wiſdom of the eternal Son of God, the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who hath revealed himſelf in former ages, firſt 
ſpeaking by the prophets, at ſundry times and after divers man- 
ners, but more clearly by his own appearance, the glorious 
manifeſtation of God in the fleſh, the great myſtery of godlineſs. 
For ſo it is beyond all controverſy, God was manifeſt in the 
fleſh, ſeen of angels, worſhipped by them, ſeen of men too, 
believed on in the world, and received up into glory. 


By this manifeſtation of himſelf, he hath brought hidden riches 
to light, hath brought life and immortality to light by the 
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goſpel. The treaſures hidden from ages and generations, by 
the goſpel, have been revealed, that life and immortality have 
been brought to light, which had a being throughout all former 
ages, and was the ancient object of the ſaints' faith under the old 
diſpenſation of the covenant of works, who ſaw but darkly, and 
as but in a glaſs; but it is now more clearly revealed. Thou 
ſhalt guide me by thy counſel, or by thy wiſdom, and afterwards 
receive me into glory. To reſt in hope even in the holy hope 
of life and immortality. But in the fulneſs of time, the rich 
treaſures of eternity were brought to light, and the veil was 
taken away from before the face of all nations, that they might 


behold and reſt on him, at whoſe preſence the temple ſhook, 


when his great and awful concluding work was finiſhed, and he 
gave up the ghoſt, The veil was in great meaſure rent at the 
appearance of that glorious one, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in a 
greater degree, by that propitiatory ſacrifice offered to Eternal 
Wiſdom; but more abundantly at the pouring forth of the Holy 
Ghoſt, at the day of pentecoſt ; when ſtrangers from all parts 
heard ſpoken, in their own language, the wonderful things of God. 


Now it is this word of God, this wiſdom, that was hid from 
ages, by which the treaſures of all mankind have been filled, the 
rich treaſures of all generations, have been repleniſhed. And, 
as I am fully perſuaded, that the greateſt part of thoſe who 
have fallen from him, may lay claim to that ſacred, that ador- 
able, name of Chriſt Jeſus; I would adviſe each particular per- 
ſon, who have made a profeſſion of this glorious and adorable 
name, to put the queſtion to themſelyes, what portion of riches 
they have obtained through a profeſſion of this word of wiſdom ? 
For it ſtands us in ſtead to know what we are, before the fatal ſen- 
tence be paſſed upon us; every one mult ſtand before the righ- 


teous and juſt judge; for, if Noah, Daniel and Job, who were. 
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preachers of righteouſneſs, were with us, in the days of viſions, 
they could only ſave their own ſouls. What better am T for my 
profeſſion of the chriſtian faith? “Is my ſalvation nearer than 
when I firſt believed?“ or (in the ancient language of the a- 
poſtles to the primitive proſelytes to chriſtianity) have you 
received the Holy Ghoſt ſince you firſt believed? It is a query, 
as meet to be put, and as neceſſary to be aſked, of each one 
of us, as ever it was ſince © life and immortality were brought 
to light by the goſpel.” 


I am ſenſible there are great numbers of mankind who are 
unbelievers in the gift of the Holy Ghoſt. In the extenſion of 
that great and holy gift, that excellent treaſure, Chriſt in us the 
ſole crown and hope of glory ; and wherever unbelief prevails, in 
the real extending of this excellent gift, one may ſay, in the a- 


poſtle's language, how then ſhall they call upon him in whom they 


have nor believed? Some are pleaſed to call it preſumption in this 
day to ſpeak of this gift of the Holy Ghoſt ; ſome are ready to 


ſay, we have no ſcripture for it; but thanks be to God, we 


have ; unleſs they be opened to us by him that had the key of 
David, we ſhall never availably profit by them. The unlearned 
in all ages, down to this day, have been ſaid to wreſt the ſcrip- 
tures; and ſome have wreſted them to their own deſtruction. But 
who are thoſe unlearned? Are they ſuch as are deprived of 
ſcholaſtic education, that have not opportunity of acquiring 
knowledge and underſtanding through literature? No, for, in 
the courſe of my obſervation, with reſpe& to the ſacred truths 
of the goſpel, all muſt acknowledge they are unlearned whoſe 
hearts are not opened by the key of David, in which are all the 
treaſures of wiſdom and knowledge, which is as © a lamp to 
our feet and as a light to our paths.” But where ſhall we 
find the learned? We ſhall find them amongſt the diſciples of 
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jeſus, learned in the ſchool of experience, who, out of the good 
treaſure put into their hearts from the ancient Spring of Eternal 
Riches, are bringing forth things new and old. We ſhall find 
them amongſt the poor of the earth, frequently rich in faith, 
for, the ſecrets of the Almighty are with thoſe who fear him; 
and, the Lion, related in the character of the tribe of Judah, 
with whom is the key of David, opens the book and unlooſes 
the ſeals thereof. 


I have frequently ſeen thoſe amongſt the lower claſs of man- 
kind who are the more truly learned; and it appears to me an 
improper term, to call men learned in the things of God, 
whilſt they are viciouſly delighting in iniquity, and are lovers 
of pleaſures more than followers after him; theſe, however 
learned, wreſt the ſcriptures as unlearned, even to their own 
deſtruction. Therefore let not the meaneſt amongſt you ſay, 
that I have not ſuch advantages as others; I am unlearned, I 
am in obſcurity and darkneſs, in the neceſſitous circumſtances 
of life; and therefore this my ſituation 1s cutting me off from 
thoſe benefits that redound to others, who are in a capacity by 
acquired knowledge and experience, to form to themſelves en- 
couraging apprehenſions of theſe great things of eternal ſalvation, 
and of obtaining a ſhare in that wiſdom which is unchangable 
in its nature, and of everlaſting duration. The word of Eternal 
Wiſdom, when he had taken upon him that body (as in the vo- 
lume of the book it is written of him) he was converſant amongſt 
the poor, they being the people with whom the Heir of all 
Things principally delighted; for, amongſt thoſe he would have 
converſed with, who were of the chief prieſts and rulers; did 
ever any of them believe in him? No, for thoſe thought them- 
ſelves wiſe, and ſought not to know him, the eternal fountain of 
everlaſting joy. Methings I would have all nations to conſider 
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themſelves deſigned to have a part in the unſpeakable wiſdom 


and mercy of God, in the offers of grace, and in the glorious 


riches of an eternal kingdom, which is prepared for all thoſe 
who ſincerely love him. That they are deſigned, in abundant 
kindnefs, to become heirs with Chriſt of that glory which is un- 
ſpeakable; and, from ſuch a preſuaſion of mind, be awakened 
to conſider the means which lead to this bleſſed end. And, in 
order thereto, that we may know to whom we appertain, we 
are told of the abſolute, neceſſity of the gift of the Holy Ghoſt, 
that even they who have not the ſpirit of Chriſt are none of his, 


I would again fay, let not a ſpirit of unbelief, with reſpe& to 
this holy gift, enter into the hearts of mankind; for I am bold 
to aſſert, that if the gift of the Holy. Ghoſt be not continued 
in this day of Jeſus Chriſt, that great and glorious light, it is 
certainly the darkeſt diſpenſation that ever yet was amongſt 


mankind: if the ſacred almighty Fountain of eternal Excel- 


lency, does not communicate knowledge, underſtanding and 
wiſdom, by his ſpirit, through the word of eternal righteouſneſs, 
the chriſtian world is, above all other diſpenſations, the dark- 
eſt and moſt miſerable ; for, before the flood, he graciouſly con- 
deſcended to converſe with mankind about theſe great truths : he 
clothed them in their ſtations with wiſdom adapted to their ſtate, 
when the iniquity of the people was great and exceedingly offen- 
five, which cauſed him to pour forth upon the earth a deluge of 
water, that deſtroyed them; even preyious to that he warned 
them by his prophets, whom he had made preachers of righte- 
ouſneſs. And afterwards, when the cities of Sodom and Go- 
morrah ſinned, when their cries aſcended, in heavy piercing 
prophanation of the commandment of God, and enter'd into the 
ears of the great Governor of theWorld, he held, as it were, a con- 


ſultation; and ſaid, I will go down now, and fee whether they have 
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done altogether according to the cry of it which is come up 
unto me. He warned them from time to time of the impending 


danger which threatened them: he remembered Ifrael in Egypt, 


and regarded them in the wilderneſs with unſpeakable kindneſs; 
he gave them. the laws upon Mount Sinai with unſpeakable 
marks of his own communication and excelleney: but, when 
they tranſgreſſed againſt him, he hewed them by his prophet, 
and flew them by the words of his mouth; they had the law 
delivered to them with awful formality, and in a manner 
unqueſtionably true, to thoſe who were appointed for the appli- 
cation thereof. Moreover he ſuperſeded the law that was 
written by a new train of his holy ſervants, whom he raiſed and 
ſent forth ; what for? To ſpread the fame and power of religion 
amongſt all mankind, and direct them to the great and glorious 
end of their being. And ſhall 'we conclude that under the diſ. 
penſations of Jeſus, which hath been ratified and confirmed, 


| not with the blood of bulls or of goats, or with the oblations and 


ſacrifices that were -only- typical, but with the precious blood 
of the Lamb, “ ſlain from the foundation of the world,” that 
council, wiſdom, and heavenly inſtruction, fhould be withheld, 
or the means of proclaiming afreſh, in his goſpel, the ſpirit of 
life in every creature? I' again ſay, take away the gift and 
extenſion of the Holy Ghoſt, and we ſhould be more in igno- 
rance and darkneſs than the ages of former diſpenſations; but 
thanks be to him who lives for ever, we have ground to believe 
and to be :fured, that the diſpenſation of the goſpel is a diſpen- 
ſation of life through Jeſus Chriſt, and far ſuperior in glory 
to any that ever was before, 


This is the new coyenant, even his law that he would put in 
their inward parts, and write in their hearts, and would be 


their God and they ſhould be his people; with it he would give 
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chem an additional degree of knowledge, acceſs to, and com- 
munication with, himſelf. I do not apprehend it to be a mere 
enlargement of men's natural powers or reaſon, that was the 
gift of wiſdom given to the children of men, through the meri- 
torious atonement of Chriſt ; they had the exerciſe of the 
rational faculties ; they had a capacity and powers of diſcerning 
conſiſtent with their ſtate: their conceptions and apprehenſion; 
were proportioned to them as the beings of a day; but ther: 
ſeems to be ſomething of a higher nature requiſite in that ſtate 
of light and knowledge, propoſed through the goſpel of Jeſus, 
which was for the ſpreading that excellent wiſdom which is 
from above, which is firſt pure and peaceable, then pentle and 
eaſy to be intreated; that wiſdom which is divine in itſelf in all 
its properties, and gives them a power to inherit ſubſtance. 


We are abundantly told, and it is a truth we can never too 
much rely upon, that the manifeſtation of the ſpirit is given to 
every man to profit withal ; that the gift of the Holy Ghoſt wa 
_ proportioned unto the everlaſting eternal intereſt of man; and 
hath been communicated to the various claſſes of men's under- 
landings, that they might be united to him, and learn righ- 
teouſneſs; that thoſe who have wandered from the fold of ret, 
might be brought to Chriſt, the everlaſting Shepherd and 
Biſhop of Souls. This is the glory of the goſpel of Jeſus, thi 
is that which makes him excellent through all his attributes, 
and unſpeakably glorious throughout his name,“ that he came 
io ſeek and ſave that which was loſt, to bring home that which 
ſtrayed, to bind up that which hath been broken, and to 
enlighten thoſe who had long fat in darkneſs, with the gloricus 
brightneſs of an everlaſting day.“ | 


In a juſt ſenſe of the value of my own ſoul, and of each 
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particular amongſt you, do I ſpeak :—Have you brought your 
actions to the final deciſion of unchangeable truth and righ- 
teouſueſs? have you received the Holy -Ghoſt ſince you firſt 
believed? After what manner is the giſt of the Holy Ghoſt 
given to the children of men? What is its firſt work, what is 
the firſt progreſs that the Holy Ghoſt makes? Heaven, earth, 
ſea, and the fountains of water, prompt me to ſome degree 
of experience, and I am qualified to anſwer, from faith, in the 
query; for, I am not amongſt you without experience, accord- 
ing to my capacity, and I ſpeak forth the things which mine 
eyes have ſeen and looked upon, not in a tranſient view; but 
what my haads have handled of the good word and power of 
eternal life, I proclaim amongſt you. After what manner did 
the Holy Ghoſt operate on its firſt appearance amongſt the 
children of men? Why, in the ſame manner that it did upon the 
world in the work of the creation, when it was firſt and origi- 
nally formed: for at the firſt production of divine power, in the 
wonderful work of creation, the word was let there be light'“ 
and there was light. He ſaid, and it was done; he ſpoke and it 
came to paſs. And, in this goſpel day, this glorious difpen- 
ſation of grace and mercy, the word is“ let there be light” to 
enlighten their underſtanding to give the knowledge of them- 
ſelves, that it might ſhew to us that whatever ſeeming dignity 
we may be willing to aſſume, whatever miltaken views we have 
taken of ourſelves, however comely we may have appeared, in 
deluſive apprehenſions, yet, in the fight of him who created al} 
things, the people of all nations, and the numberleſs hoſts on 
high, whilſt in our natural ſtates and circumſiances, we are but 
void and without form; not yet, inſtampt with that divine and 
celeſtial image, which is only capable of celeſtial glory. 


Whatever degrees of underſtanding and of natutal Knowledge; 
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whatever perfection of human wiſdom, and experience, and ac- 
compliſhments of profeſſion; O man! O woman! to what 
length ſoever thou haſt attained, thou art ftill the creating work 
of Eternal Wiſdom; he hath furniſhed thee with all theſe per- 
fections and powers for a noble purpoſe, and hath furniſhed 
thee with a capacity for thoſe glorious views of eternity, and 
the excellent frame that abides for ever. Thou art © without 
form and void,“ although there may be ſome ſeeming production 
that may ſtrike thy fancy and flatter ſelf-love, yet I fear thou 
art deficient and without form and void. But God ſaid “ let 
there be light,” and there was light; he ſpoke, and it was 
inſtantaneouſly brought forth at his command, and he who 
effected the great creating work of all things at the beginning, 
has ſaid, “let there be light,” and there is light throughout 
theſe latter ages, to diſcover to mankind their own flate and 
condition ; how it is in the ſight of Eternal Purity, who looks, 
net as man looks, but beholds the hearts of the children of men, 
with reſpe& to his ſacred attributes of knowledge and virtue, 
as he did at the firſt, * Shall I (ſays God) count them pure with 
the wicked balance, and with the bag of deceitful weights ; 
and while the veil is over all nations, while groſs darkneſs 
covers their hearts, are they not pleaſing themſclves with uſing a 
deceitful balance, which, in the end, will be found wanting.” 


But, “let there be light,“ to the perfect diſcovery of their 
undone ſtate and condition, in which they appear, in the fight 
of an awful and rigliteous Judge, who will “ render to every 
man according to his deeds.” Oh, may the light of the morn- 
ing of the day of the Lord dawn upon your ſouls, and ariſe 
higher and higher; may it ſhine brighter and brighter, till it is 
finally ſwallowed up in the boundleſs ocean of everlaſting day, 
where there is no darkneſs, no night, no ſun nor moon, but 
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where is the everlaſting habitation of the Lord God and the 
Lamb, who are the perpetual light of the whole community. 


Have not we known a portion of this ſacred heavenly light 
in our own hearts: Yes verily; I dare appeal to the experience 
of all who have, in any degree, been brought to ſee the bitterneſs 
of their own itates, when conſeience hath ſecretly viſited them; 
how often hath it reproved you, how often hath it awfully 
ſoun ded in the ears of thy firſt nature, Adam where art thou?“ 
It was at the fErit interview between our Lord and Adam, when 
ke called to him, after the defection and departure from that wiſ- 
dom that covenanted and formed man and all things. The all-wiſe 
Creator did not want to know where his creature Adam was, no, 
but that his deeds might be made manifeſt to him by the light, 
in order to awake him from inſenſibility. O, ſon of Adam, where 
art thou? what is thy ſtate? what is thy circumſtance? what is 
the end of thy being? how is that great and important end 
kept in view? Thus the queſtion has been propoſed to the ſons 
of Adam in this day. Is not the ſtate in which Adam was, thy 
own ſtate? Oh, ſon of Adam, „where art thou!“ 


“ heard {ſays Adam) thy voice in the garden, and I hid 
myſelf.” Oh lamentable change ! Oh the diſtance between the 
creature and the Creator! by whom he was formed in inno- 
cency, brought up amongſt the conſtellations of heaven, en- 
dued with a capacity for the everlaſting contemplation of in- 
finite perfections; placed in paradiſe, and bleſſed with immor- 
tality : but why this diſtance? why this flecing from God? why 
the ſacred intercourſe interrupted, and the eternal joy gone? 
His nakedneſs was the cauſe; ſhame, ariſing from the guilt of 
conſcience, for the breach of the divine law, drives him from the 
face of the divine preſence, Oh, ſon of Adam, where are thou? 
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I hid myfelf,” ſaid he, guilt had taken hold, “I hid myſelf.” It 
is the ſame with all the children of Adam, when the womb of 


the morning opens upon them, and preſents to them their own 


ſtates, and puts the awful query,—O ſon of Adam, where art 
thou? They are aſhamed to own the glorious voice, and, from 
conſciouſneſs of guilt, with ſhame, appear before their Almigh- 
ty father and friend: I hid myſelf;” it was a term never 
heard of in the innocency of creation. But man fallen into ſin, 
a' detection and departure from the Lord God enſued, and 


inſtead of living in the preſence of the Eternal Creator, he was 


athamed and hid himſelf.— O, fon of Adam, where art thou! 
And thus the reſt of mankind, the progeny of Adam, are the 
ſame in the ſtate of nature, from one generation to anothers 
They would hide themſelves from the face of that God with 
whom we have to do, the clear diſcoveries of the heavenly light 
is unwelcome to them becauſe it brings a degree of horror, 
letting them ſee miſery on the one hand, and happineſs on the 
other. But its glorious diſcent and operation affords wiſdom» 
from day to day, unto thoſe whom that God would form to 
himſelf, who always knows what is in man, and what there is 
to be formed in him to his own image, But ye ſtumble at the 
light, that ſacred operation of the divine and heavenly light, 
the righteouſneſs and wiſdom of God and Chriſt, which is the 
true light; and are not convinced of your own unrighteouſneſs 
and folly. This was the unhappy fate of Ahab, king of Iſrael, 
when he was ſurrounded with multitudes of prophets, who, with 
flattering ſuggeſtions, ſpoke ſmooth things to him. They told 
him he might go and proſper. He approved of their counſel, 
and thcir tidings were pleaſing : but what they propheſied to 


nim were lies; theſe wicked ones that he conſulted were very 


many: but was there no other prophet in Iſrael? Yes, there 
was one prophet of the Lord's, that declared truck, to whom 
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God the Father had given the ſpirit of propheſy; he was capa. 
ble of being an inſtrument, in the hand of the Lord, to give to 
others ſound counſel, and not to flatter, as Ahab's four hun- 
dred prophets did. This man of God, when he came, declar- 
ed that the controverſy of the Moſt High was againſt him. 
This was diſpleaſing to Ahab, and when Jehoſhaphat inquired 
after a prophet of the Lord's, he replied “ there is yet one, but 
I hate him ; for, he doth not propheſy good things concern- 


ing me.“ 


But ſuch are the good things which the language of wiſdom 


hath ſpolten againſt the unwearied whiſperings of the enemy of 


mankind ; and, when the affections are vitiated, and the hea- 
venly reliſh loſt, the underſtanding, will and judgment, are 
often aſſaulted and baffled, by the prince and power of dark- 
neſs; and although there are multitudes of enemies combining 
againſt us, yet the eternal, unchangable, and everlaſting Wiſ⸗ 
dom condeſcends to teach us the folemn truths of his Kingdom; 
and his voice has been like thoſe awful awakening claps of 
thunder in our cars, which formerly ſhook the top of trembling 
Sinai. The deceitful counſel, from the falſe prophets* mouths, 
was believed and obeyed, while the prophet of the Lord, though 
telling truth, was rejected and abhorred. I hate him” ſaid 
Abab ; but notwithſtanding this declenſion, he delivers his meſ- 
ſage from God, however contradiftory to the inclination of 
Ahab. But mark the conſequence; he ordered them to commit 
him to priſon, and to feed him with the bread of affliction and 
the water of affliction, till he ſhould return in peace. Oh, remem- 
ber the anſwer, with trembling, all ye wanton afpirers, who are 
deſpiſing the counſel of God! Remember, the Lord Almighty 
and his commandments, and thoſe by whom he ſends, from the 
firſt morning of creation unto the dawning of the day of eter - 
N 4 
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nity ; Af thou return at all in peace,” (ſays the prophet) thou that 
trampleſt on the word of God, © the Lord hath not ſpoken by 
me.” And it is moſt unqueſtionably true, and juſtly applicable 
to thoſe who depart from the word of the Lord ; they can 
never return to the truth and inherit peace, unleſs they 
feel and know the divine operation of the ſpirit of truth in 


their hearts. For, in how tranſient a light doth profeſſion 


appear in the natural man, when no other way has been caſt up 
for him; and a profeſſion, adapted to the moſt perfect ſyſtem of 
religion, will do nothing for us in a day that is haftily approach- 
ing, without the power of life and godlineſs is inherent in the 
foul. Open iniquity has ſlain its thouſands, but this formality 
hath ſlain its tens of thouſands, 


I fear there are more who go down to the duſt cloathed with 
the profe ſſion of religion only, than thoſe who poſſeſs the life 
and ſubſtance of it; of thoſe who have only the law in their 
mouths, than of thoſe who have it written in their hearts. And 
whatever advantages mankind tranſgreſs againſt, whether greater 
or leſs, ſo will their proportion of reward be. God hath let 
ſome ſee their own fatal condition, who would have a good 
work wrought in them, through their own activity and wiſdom, 
I will berreligious. I will hear. I will read, I will collect 
ſome ſyſtems of religion into my head. I have been unac- 
quainted with myſelf; but I behold my undone ſtate and 
condition, and now I will be more religious. 'Thus all things 
may appear well for a ſeaſon ; there may ſeem to be a change 
wrought in us, an abhorrence to that which 1s evil, and a love 
to that which is good; there may be a deſire to enter the inward 
courts of the temple, to aſſume the name and character of true 
chriſtains, and be active in religious duties; but unleſs theſe 
reſolutions be aided by divine grace, it will not be a laſling 
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change, it will be ſoon over, and, like untimely fruit, never 
arrive at maturity and perfection. For the paths that lead to 
bleſſedneſs are ſtill the fame, and the only true chriſtain religion 
is according to the inward covenant of grace, which ſtands not 
in words, but in power, and in much aſſurance of the power of 
the Holy Choſt. By this you are guided and directed in your 
way, and by its ſanctifying virtue, are made like Chrift, 
Without this, you are only in the exterior courts of the temple, 
in the outward profeficn of religion only, and in a name to live, 
when alas! you have been dead ; the old nature of the old man 
ſtill remains, and“ the voice is the voice of Jacob, though the 
hands are the hands of Eſau.” 


Great 15 this myſtery, and unfathomable to the natural mind; 
it cannot be comprehended but by thoſe who have the light 
which ſhines from above, the light of eternal wiſdom. None 
but thoſe who have this great work begun in them can lay 
claim to the glorious character of being © children of God,“ 
and heirs of the kingdom of light and immortality, It is 
poſſible for people to make a laudable profeſſion of religion, and 
not to have come to the ſaving knowledge of the truth; for, the 
nobleſt confeſſion with the lips, without a renewed and ſancti- 
fied heart, 1s abſolutely offenſive to that God with whom we 
have to do, who © weigheth the mountains in ſcales and the 
hills in a balance.” But when the holy light ſhines forth in 
the underſtanding, and ſhews them, that their own ſtrength is 
weakneſs, folly, and inſufficiency; and they ſee fin and iniquity 
exceeding deſtructive, then they not only fee, but deſire, * to 
flee from the wrath to come,” to be preſerved and kept from 
the powerful attacks of the prince of darkneſs, who has ſeized 
multitudes of mankind in the uncleanneſs of converſation. He 
that firſt ſcized, with the temptation, in Eden, bas again aſ- 
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faulted, with the ſame violence as heretofore, and the mil. 
taken fouls, who by their own workings, think they have made 
a tranſition from that wretched fate, may perhaps be got far- 
ther in the land of infatuation in fin and uncleanneſs with the 
falſe prophet. —** And I beheld thre- unclean ſpirits like frogs 
that came out of the mouth of the beaſt, and out of the mouth 
of the dragon, and ont of the mouth of the falſe prophets ; 
theſe three unclean ſpirits are the ſpirits of the devil, and unto 
them were ſeemingly committed the power of working miracles, 
in imitation of the miraculous power of the Son of God, But 
were their profeſſion of power and wiſdom weighed in the ba. 
lance of the ſanctuary, and viewed by the light of the goſpel, 
it would be found no more than przſumption. And unleſs they 
can approve themſclves, by thoſe marks which are laid down 
in -the goſpel, it is no better for them than if they had 
lived in open uncleanneſs. For thoſe he hath ſent forth to 
boaſt in their own righteouſneſs, to ſacrifice to their own nets, 
and to burn incenſe to their own drags, ſaying, * my own 
right-hand hath ſaved me.” To value themſelves on the 
achievements of their own ſtrength and wiſdom, when it is no 
more than this baſe reſtleſs ſpirit that comes out of the mouth of 
the dragon, out of the mouth of the beaſt, and out of the 
mouth of the falſe prophet. And what is it for? it is to gather 
the people together againſt the great day of the battle of the 
Lord; to bring the poor deluded multitudes of mankind to truſt 
in a broken reed, and in a ſtaff that will pierce through their 
hands; to gather together the nations of them that forgot God, 
againft the great and awful day of the Lord Almighty, when 
paleneſs of face, and feebleneſs of hands, ſhall come upon them, 
when the higheſt cedars, and the moſt exalted and haughty 
children of men, will be as ſtubble, caſt before a terrible and 
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devouring fire, when he appears, in tempeſluous rage, to ſhake 
terribly the earth. 


O, have a care of being found in a courſe of unrighteor eſs, 
and in ſeeking to place your happineſs and dependence in a 
falſe and groundleſs imagination of men's devices; but re- 
member that your all, your everlaſting all, is at flake. Re- 
member with trembling, that if after you have eſcaped the 
pollutions of the world, through the knowl:dge of the Lord 
and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, you be again entangled; the latter 
end will be worſe than the beginning, and lamentable will be 
your portion in time and in eternity. 


It therefore requires the utmoſt application of every ſoul 
* to add unto their faith virtue, and unto virtue knowledge, 
and unt» knowledge temperance, and unto temperance pa- 
tience, and unto patience godlineſs, and unto godlineſs brotherly 
kindneſs, and unto brotherly kindneſs charity.” I would have 
no ſoul to apprehend that I lefſen, or would leſſen, purity and 
holineſs of life upon the face of the earth; but that purity and 
holineſs of the heart, might be renewed, and changed into the 
glorious and heavenly image, by the ſpirit of God. The law 
of the ten commandinents mult be abſolute neceflity, obligatory 
to men, in their ſpiritual ſtate; and, to us, it is an holy and 
abundant precept, though, in ſome, it is loſt, There is an 
immediate alluſion to all this ſhewed forth by us, as were by 
the children of Iſrael, who made to themſelves idols, and in- 
ſcribed upon them the name of God, though it were and is 
expreſsly declared, © thou ſhalt not make unto thyſelf any like- 
neſs of any thing that is in heaven above or in the earth beneath, 
to worſhip it.” But we are afſured, that amongſt the chriſtian 
names there are ſome that are making to themſelves the likeneſs 
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of ſomething in heaven; and this is not known but as we come 
to attend to the heavenly teacher and ſpirit of God; for, ſome 
return again to their fully, and wallow in their filth and pollu- 
tion; but unleſs they are renewed and born anew they cannot 
inherit heaven, and all the glorious treaſures of an everlaſting 


kingdom, 


There are ſome who are contriving and engraving idols 
that are making to themſelves an image, or likeneſs to ſome- 
thing; as faich, hope, and charity, the great and glorious 
characters engraved on the true chriſtains; and glorious riches 
they are, peculiar treaſures, and ineſtimable pearls, which never 
fail. Now ſuch as theſe, ſome have only made images of, they 
have a notion that they call faith which is only opinion inſtead 
of hope; they have ſomething they call hope, but it 15 no more 
than expectation; and, initcad of charity, that is of eternal du- 
ration, that love which abides for ever ; inſtead of this excellent 
grace, they have erected an idol which is nothing but ſelf- love. 
'Theſe dead 1mages have taken place, they are, and have been, 
too much reſting in them in all parts of the chriſtian world, and 
many have made to themſelves theſe images and likeneſſes to wor- 
ſhip them, have been bowing down to them, of all profeſſions, of 
all names and diſtinctions in the world; and all nations will (unto 
the final conſummation of terreſtrial things) continue in this fatal 
miſtaken notion till Chriſt enters into their hearts; and then Chriſt 
the King of Glory will give them light; and as the morning ſtar 
of eteraal day, he will become precious, ever riſing and ſhining with 
_ celeſtial brightneſs, till the day be dawned, and “ the day-ſtar 
| ariſe in their hearts,” to be their light and their lamb for ever. 


- But, alas! opinion with ſome has paſſed for faith; they hear 
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the doctrine and ſucceſs of the goſpel of the holy Jeſus, and aſſent 
thereto; they believe in notion and confeſs with their lips all the 
truths of the goſpel, all his glorious perfections, yet all this may 
be mere tradition by which the heart is not bettered by the 
things which are declared; but if to the great truths of the 
goſpel of the holy Jctus they can yield the aſſent of their judg- 
ment, if, by true faith, they receive them, and make them, 
through divine aſſiſtance, their own, not merely flattering 
themſelves with the glorious proſpe& of immortality, but are 
embracing them, by the ſanctify ing ſpirit that leads to the ſacred 
one; then it is by faith we lay hold on Jcſus and on theſe great 
things of eternal life. By faith a glorious couqueſt is won; by 
faith we aſcend through the various gradations of purity, from 
victory to victory, and from ſtrength to ſtrength, till faith 
gives us the victory over this world and over fin, carrying on 
to the glorious completion of the chriſtian warfare, and fitting us 
for an everlaſting union with the triumphant hoſt who have over- 
come the world. This is the faith that works by love to the 
purifying of the heart; but inſtead of this faith ſome are erecting 
an image only, and yet are arguing for the verity of it, and ſay 
it is real and ſubſtantial, when it is only an opinion: but ſuch, 
whatever they ſay, whatever they think, they know not that 
their ſalvation mult be wrought out «by taith, being ſtrengthened 
by the ſpirit of God. 


And thus thouſands have been led into idolatry and have 
created to themſelves an image only, when their hearts have 
not known any thing of faith in Chriſt, going on from faith to 
faith, from ſtrength to ſtrength, and from grace to grace. Oh! 
it is lamentable to hear ſpread the mournful tidings of the. 
prevalence of image worſhip, which has ſeduced many from 
their proper work and buſineſs, to enter themſelves on that 
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which will fatally deceive them in the end. How lamentably 
doth David repreſent idolatrous worſhip; © God forbid that 
J ſhould offer to the Lord God, or ſpread among the people, 
a ſacrifice of any vile thing” as ſome have done, when at the 
ſame time they have had no manner of experience, no inward 
knowledge, but the heart hath given the tongue the lie. I 
fear this is the caſe with many in this profeſſing age, and I am 
convinced that whatever name they bear, if it 15 not received 
from heaven, it is no more than opinion that hath paſſed with 
them for the faith, and the names they bear are like a name 
unknown. It is certain there are ſuch that have pleaſed them- 


ſelves with a profeſſion of truth, yet have not witneſſed it in - 


their experience. I think they cannot be juſtly compared to the 
Samaratans, whom the woman called to ſee a man that told 


her all that ever ſhe had done: they believed, and their opi- 
nion was founded on the report: there ſeemed to be a pretty 


honeſt conviction, yet they were not contented therewith, for the 
foundation of their faith, till they came and converſed with him 
themſelves; then ſaid they to the woman, Now we believe, 
not becauſe of thy report, for we have heard him ourſelves and 
know / that this is indeed the Chriſt the Saviour of the world“ 


Now, my friends, you that profeſs chriſtianity, what is the 
ground of your faith? Is it the report of them that have 
known whereof they ſpake ? Is it the mere report and teſtimony 
of former generations; or have you heard the voice of Chriſt, 
and does he live in you the hope of glory? The holy ſcriptures 
are an excellent corroborating ftream, wherein I can view 
Chriit, and the compellations of his love, which is of the ſame 
efficacy as in former ages. It is not becauſe I have heard tell 
-thereof; but I have felt it, I have drawn nigh to him in the 
*humbling experience of its enlivening motives ; and worſhip 
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him, not only as the defire of former ages, but as the preſent 
glory of his people. 1 can believe in him as my God, my 
hope, my help, my heavenly father and friend, and the con- 
{tant companion of my ways through the wilderneſs of this world, 


Here is the ground of faith, the living ſaving faith, in which 
the righteous are eſtabliſhed, built up, and comfortably edified 
for the everlaſting kingdom; in the living knowledge of what 
he is now to them, and in the divine afurance of what he will 
be, when all ages and generations ſhall be ſwallowed up in the 
eternal day, when they will, by advanceing from one progreſſion 
to another, lay hold on eternal glory, and can ſay, in the ſolemn 
language of the apoſtles, We are not come to the mount 
that might be touched and that burned with fire and brimſtone, 


nor unto blackneſs, and darkneſs, and teinpeſt, nor unto the 


ſound of the trumpet, and the voice of words, which voice was 
ſo terrible that thoſe who heard entreated that the word ſhould 
not be ſpoken to them any more; ſo terrible was the fight, that 
Moſes ſaid, I exeedingly quake and fear: © but we are come, 
by the excerciſe of divine faith,“ unto Mount Sion,“ unto the 
holy city of the living God, and to the boundleſs fruition of 
unſpeakable joy; we are come © to the new Jeruſalem, to the 
general aſſembly, and church of the firſt born, and to the ſpirits 
of juſt men made perfect,“ and all the united confluence of the 
angelic hoſt, O bleſſed are they who are fitted for that excel- 
lent and glorious habitation, where the ſons of wiſdom have 


eternal abode, 


This appears to have been the joyful experience of the primi- 
tive chriſtian believers. Their faith laid hold on, and, by 
their experience, they knew that they were come to Mount 
Sion. They had that treaſure in earthea veſſels, the excellene y 
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whereof was not of man, but God; and as the native deſcendants 
of that illuttrious and royal race, they knew, from a degree of 
divine aſſurance, that they abode in him, and when their earthly 
_ tabernacle was diſſolved, and the immortal inhabitant diſlodged 
from its fabrick of clay, that a building of God was prepared 
for them, an houſe not made with hands, but eternal in the 
heavens ;” and towards this excellent and glorious abode they 


preſſed forward, 


Now mere opinion cannot lay claim to theſe great and excel- 

lent promiſes; I will tell you how far it will reach; it reaches 
often too far, and exhibits a miſtaken proſpe& to the deluded 
minds; they are defirous after happineſs, but their defires are 
founded on ſelf- love. Let me die the death of the righteous, 
and let my latter end be like unto his ; let my habitation be in 
the land of eternal quietude. If this is only the language of 
ſelf- love, they who ſpeak it, ever delight in that which is evil, 
and flee that which is painful to nature, and ſhun the croſs of 
Chriſt, They can deſire after heaven, let my habitation be in 
the land of eternal quietude; but let them remember chat fleſh 
and blood can never enter the kingdom of God. Thus they 
have been brought to farther miſtakes reſpecting their condition; 
they have miſtaken their deſires to be heavenly, but whilſt their 
deſires were after heaven, they have been poſſeſſing the cor- 
ruptions of their nature, and have been eſtabliſhed in no man- 
ner of meetneſs for the inheritance of his ſaints in the light, for 
the glorious fellowſhip of the bleſſed above. "hey think they 
are well on their way to the kingdom of God; but oh, that 
they may open their eyes before they are cloſed to the world, 
and their immortal ſpirits entered into the confines of a bound- 
leſs eternity. Oh, that they may ſee that their minds are 
unſanctified, and that their hearts muſt he created anew in 
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righteouſneſs and true holineſs, before they can be clothed with 
the garment and brightneſs of the Lamb. They deſire it may 
be well with them; opinion can lead to this; but it is faith that 
can purify the heart; this faith is effectual, it works by love, it 
has a happy operation on their lives, kindles heavenly deſires, 
opens a fountain of purity and ſanctification to the ſoul, from 
which fountain ariſes and flows forth every excellent ſtream. 
Oh that ye might be brought into this holy heavenly frame of 
ſpirit. Here you can have living deſires after heaven and 
happineſs, not merely an exemption from trouble, ſorrow, 
pain, uneaſineſs, and vexation ; but a place of happineſs, a 
land of conſummate purity, of peaceful and celeſtial reſt. 


Can opinion avail itſelf by deſires and expectations? No, has 
not expectation paſt for hope as well as opinion paſt for faith? 
Yes, all flatter themſelves with a hope in Chriſt in an awful 
approaching moment; but let me ſay, it is truth that is eternal 
in its duration, and will abide for ever, that no expectation that 
is built upon mere opinion, will ever bring us to everlaſting 
glory. There may be an expectation, that is, a paſſion of the 
mind, that ariſes after ſome obje& to which it has no immediate 
relation or fitneſs, but is in degree intercepted, and thus they 
deceive themſelves; for the mind being unrenewed, there is not 
a poſſibility of the true hope being admitted, and that which 
they call hope is but a mere empty expectation, that will fatally 
deceive them; at the laft day we muſt be made ſenſible of the 
worth of, and be made meet and fit for, the object of hope ſet 
before us, before ever we can receive that hope which 1s an 
anchor to the ſoul, and keeps it ſure and ſtedfaft” amidſt the tem- 
peſtuous commotions of an uncertain world. This keeps the 
ſoul in heavenly relation to the father of ſpirits, and gives it an 
admittance into the holy myſteries that are within the veil. 

L 


f 
| 
U 
ly 
ti 
; 

| 


——— — 


i 
1 
h 
I 
of 
t; 
þ 
& 
10 


461 


That glorious God who created all tbings ont of nothing, can 
by that power which made us in his likeneſs, tranſlate us from 


death and darkneſs into the kingdom of his marvellous light, the 
glortous gates ſtand open night and day, yet there is nothing 
unclean, unſanctified, or impure; “ nothing that worketh an 


. abomination or maketh a lye,” ſhall ever enter. 


Let us attend to the operation of hope, amongſt the primitive 
belic vers, and try whether the paſſion of the mind, which we 
call hope, be attended with the ſame happy effect as theirs; 
« what manner of love is this (faid they) wherewith the hea- 
venly father hath loved us, that we ſhould be called the. ſons 
of God? They readily owned they knew not what they ſnould 
be when clothed with immortality, or in what ſphere of celc!. 
tial glory they were to move. We know not what we ſhall be 
(ſaid they) with reſpect to the reſurrection of the body; but 
this we know, that when Chriſt appears, we ſhali be like him as 
he is. Whence proceeds this knowledge, but from the happy 
teſtimony of a holy conformity to his life. This was the happy 
effect of this excellent hope, and he that hath this hope in 
Chriſt puritieth himſelf even as he is pure,” He that hath this 
hope in Chriſt, this glorious hope, has the immortal riches, the 
enduring treaſure, that was hid from former generations, even 
«© Chriſt in them the“ ſole “ hope of eternal glory.“ He tha: 
hath this hope keepeth himſelf pure, for he knows the habita. 
tion of peace and purity, is the habitation of them that are 


ſanctiſted. 


'Fhis is the nature and conſtitution of hope, it is led by a 
eye of faith: faith looks on and aſſents to; and hope, with the 
hand, lays hold and faſtens on the prize. He that hath this 
hope in Chriſt purifieth himſelf even as he is pure, according to 
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Ins degrees of ſtrength and knowledge; for he knows that holi- 
neſs is infcrided on every ſanctiſied veſſel in the Lord's houſe, 
and that nothing which is unholy can ever enter there. For 
the Lord ſhall be unto them an everlaſting light, and their God 
their glory. And charity, that love of God, which remains 
when faith and hope will be ſwallowed up in the heavenly viſion, 
and complete fruitions of the divinely excellent and glorious 
object; this charity, that is divinely pure, has been counter- 
feited with an image of felf-love, which has been made amongſt 
the children of men, and ſet up in opinions.“ I am of Paul, 
I am of Apollos,” I am of this or the other party, of this or 
the other name and diftintion: thus hath this image been erect- 
ed and worſhipped, inſtead of the divine charity that abides for 
ever, that keeps the heart pure and clean, and eſtabliſhes it 
upon a glorious and unchangeable object. They have been 
centering themſelves in their own narrow conceptions, ſeeking: 
their own things, and not the things of Chriſt; thus, neglecting 
the great things of their eternal happineſs, they have found 
themſelves empty, void, and without form, Theſe drink and 
yet are thirſty, they cat and are not ſatisfied, and are heaping 
up their treaſare in unſound bags that will not hold it. They 
are making a profeſſion of religion, without the life and ſub- 
tance of it; they dream of much, but lo it will come to little; 
and, with reſpet to the great things of ſalvation, will be 
unprofitable, and their worſhip is an untimely fruit in the fight 
of the great and adorable Majeſty on high, 


May the law of the Lord enter into your hearts, to convince 
vou of ſin, of righteouſneſs, and of judgment to come, that 
you may ſee your ſtate, while the day of bleſſed viſitation 
remains; ſce the various circumſtances of your condition, and 
in what manner of mectneſs you are for the bleſſed inheritance 
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of life eternal. May that glorious light which ſhines from 
heaven to the ends of the earth, and reaches to the moſt hidden 
ſtate and circumſtances of men, that light that never flatters 
nor ever will, that ſacred manifeſtation of the ſpirit of truth 
that leads into all truth, that ſpirit that is given through Jeſus 
Chriſt to the world ; may that bleſſed eternal ſpirit of grace 
and truth ſhine forth in us, and diſcover to us, how matters 
ſtand betwixt God and our ſouls; for it is clearly evident to 
the view. of my underſtanding, that all our opinions, all our 
hopes, will avail us nothing, till they are fixed and eſtabliſhed 
In the faith and hope that comes by Jeſus Chriſt, We can have 
no laſting peace till we ſubmit to the rules of the everlaſting 
goſpel, and are, through its virtue, brought into a holy con- 


formity to the heavenly teacher. But this men cannot do of 


themſelves; for the light, that glorious and celeſtial light, 13 
come into the world, yet men by nature, love darkneſs better 
than light. But, methinks, the proper effects of the light in 


the firſt fruits of creation, engages the firſt fruits of our capa- 


cities, to live and walk by it, with an enlivening underſtanding; 
but ſome abide ſo much by the light, that they cannot make 
any progreſs in the things of God, 


All theſe great truths of eternal ſalvation can never enter into 
their ſouls till they are brought to cry out with the apoſtle, 
« Oh wretched man that I am who ſhall deliver me from the 
wrath to come; theſe can never take in the glorious exiſtence of 
the object of worſhip, until God, by his holy ſpirit, open their 
hearts, and unfold their dark underſtandings; then, as the 
mind is affected by the humbling, melting operation of immortal 
kindneſs, it is brought to a true ſenſe of its ſtate, and humbled 
as the duſt: “ Oh wretched man that I am, who fhall deliver 
me from the wrath to come! Thus the miſtaken multitudes of 


an 


to 
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mankind, that ſay they ſhall fit as a queen, and know no for- 
row, have an opinion inſtead of faith; flattering expectations, 
inſtead of hope; and inſtead of that divine charity that remains 
ſor ever, are ſetting themſelves in the warmth of ſelf-love, till 
at laſt they are brought to cry out, © Oh wretched man that I 
am!” Oh, that I had more knowledge of myſelf Look not 
upon me O, daughter of Jerufalem!—the ſun hath looked upon 
me, upon the corruptions of my nature. I thought I had been 
comely, when I viewed myſelf, and was dignifying myſelf with 
the ſcanty garments of an outward profeſſion: but look not upon 
me, O daughter of Jeruſalem, for I am black; I now behold my 
deformity and diſagreeableneſs to unſpotted and infinite Purity. 
Oh! wretched man that I am, who ſhall deliver me from the 


dreadful wrath to come? 


This is the ſolemn language of all fleſh, when they are favoured 
to ſee themſelves in the light of their God; but there are ſome 
among you that have made to yourſelves images of faith, hope, 
and charity, and ye worſhip the erection on the plains of Babel, 
and are falling down to worſhip theſe dead images of religion · 
In the plains of Babel, and in the land of confuſion, are the 
miſtaken multitudes aſſembling together, to offer worſhip to the 
rarious images they have formed, and happy are thoſe who know 
the veil to be rent, and the holy ſpirit to enlighten their under- 


ſtandings, and that theſe images are broken to duſt by the breath 


and power of the eternal ſpirit of God. 


How often may we remark perſons making uſe of the forms 
and words of another's prayer, and perhaps the experience of 
another, that is quite foreign to their own; or, in their addreſſes 
to God, have been forming and faſhioning their worſhip in 
peculiar manners that are not their own; and thus they are 
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offering to the Lord of noſts, a ſacrifice that hath not only coft 
them nothing, but 1s, at the ſame time, a © lye in their right- 
hands.” 'They can approach his holineſs, and take his ſacred and 
adorable name in vain, without difficulty. Theſe are ſuch things 
as I cannot be reconciled to; and, how often may we hear people 
expreſſing themſelves in language of ſcripture, accented to wor- 
ſhip, in that which it has no manner of relation to. 1 have heard 
perſons that are vile ſay or ſing (as if they had a right to uſe the 
language of ſcripture) “ rivers of tears run down my eyes 
becauſe men keep not thy law.” I have heard perſons that are 
vile ſay, © I hate the workers of iniquity,” when the glorious 
work of righteouſneſs is not the defire of their hearts, but only 
the experience of another. When they approach the dread 
Majeſty, thus they mock him, and thus diſcover the mark of 
miſtaken worſhip and the indubitable mark of the beaſt is in 
their foreheads. I have heard others ſay or ſing, as the“ hunted 
hart panteth after the water brook, ſo panteth my ſoul after 
thee, O God;” when it is sothing more than what ſuch impoſe 
upon God for worſhip, when, alas! there has been no manner 
of truth in it at the heart, nothing but an expreſſion which 
they have vainly taken into their mouths. | 


Oh the abominable preſumption of men, that they ſhould thus 
ſtrive to deceive the all- ſeeing eye of the Dread of Nations, and 
appear before God with a lye in their right-hand. Oh! that 
man, whoſe breath is in his noſtrils, ſhould thus mock the A!- 


mighty ruler of heaven and earth! They are creating an image 


in the plain of Babel, and are falling down to worſhip it; the, 
are worſhipping with their heads and their tongues, whilft their 
hearts are far from him; they have ſpoken other men's words, and 
have been led on to idolatry till they are become a dead ſubſtance. 
True worſhip would clothe mankind with reverence, it would 
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raiſe an awful petition for deliverance and ſalvation, were they 
convinced in themſelves, that the Lord beholds them, and 
that they are weighed in the balance of the ſanctuary and are 
found wanting; and when they have ſeen themſelves as in the 
viſion loſt ; then they cry out, Oh wretched man that I am !— 
Lord ſave me, I periſh !— ſend forth thy help, or I fink !—if I 
have not thy help, I am undone,” 


If we are truly awakened we ſhall find arguments to addreſs 
the great Parent of mankind ; and it is neceſſary we ſhould cry 
to him for help and preſervation. If a child wants bread, it 
will cry to its parent for relief; and, in this ſimilitude, I mean 
to ſpread greater things before you by ſmaller ones, and to 
direct your ſolemn cries to the Univerſal Parent and Friend. I 
pay a peculiar regard to ſuch motives as may excite and 
awaken tender compaſſion in men towards themſelves : their 
conſciences ſhould be their own monitor, that which would 
move them to call for relief they that walk in the light are the 
ſons of light and of day —they bave a language that enters the 
ears of the Lord of Sabbath,—in their feeble cries they look to- 
wards the glorious habitations of his holineſs, with awful rever- 
ence; and the ſpreading of their cauſe before Chriſt is in the 
emphatical language of the heart, and in a flow of tears do they 
pour forth their prayers at the throne of Sacred Wiſdom ; and 
there is no true prayer ſo acceptable to Chriſt as that which pro- 
ceeds from the humble and awakened heart; if it is but a ſigh, an 
intelligible ſigh, it is ſufficient ; it is more divine and acceptable 
to the everlaſting Father than all the words and expreſſions in 
the world. 


[ 1 


REID — 


THE FOLLOWING DISCOURSE WAS DELIVERED 


AT YORE. 


THE 30THñ DAY OF THE SIXTH MONTH, 1769. 


| 7 HEN that great and eminent inſtrument, the“ apoſtle of 

our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, had ſucceſsfully labourcd in 
planting the chriſtian churches, he left a caution to thoſe 
amongſt whom he had laboured, which retains its force and vali- 


dity throughout all the ages of the militant church; amongſt all 


people of all names, but in a particular manner, to thoſe who 
profeſs the name of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and a hope of ſalva- 
tion by him. Be not deccived (he proceeds further to evince 
the neceſſity of this caution) God is not mocked! ſuch as every 
man ſows, ſuch ſhall he reap; if he ſow to the fleſh, of the fleſh 
he ſhall reap corruption ; but if he ſow to the ſpirit, of the ſpirit 
he ſhall reap life everlaſting +. 


J have no ſort of doubt of this caution being from divine in- 
ſpiration, recorded as a laſting watch-word to all that would run 
{o as to obtain, andperſevere without fainting, to a peaceful and 
happy concluſion ; and I apprehend it is not either unſeaſonable, 
or out of the line of my preſent duty, to renew the caution to each: 


*The apoſtle Paul—+ Gal, vi. 7. 8, 


© 
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individual within the audience of my voice ; inaſmuch as he 
that betrays and deceives, is now ranked under the character of 
a * liarand murderer from the beginning, exerciſing thoſe deſ- 
tructive offices upon the unguarded, unwatchful, and deceived 
mind: for even where the fountain of light and underſtanding 
hath been opened to a diſcovery of thoſe things eſſentially neceſ- 
ſary to ſalvation, there he hath not been wanting to preſent 
himſelf, amongſt thoſe ſons of God +, the immediate production 
of his enlightening and enlivening power. Satan alſo has en- 
deavoured to introduce the powers of darkneſs, and his endea- 
vours remain too ſucceſsful. He exerciſes every power of de- 
ception in various reſpects, according to the various ſtates and 
conditions of minds, and prevails with many to become like the 
Felixes and the Gallios, who defer repentance to a convenicnt 
ſeaſon f, and that care for none of theſe things 5, to ſhut up 
their minds againſt religion and religious impreſſions; and to 


bring them more and more into the liſt of thoſe fools who make 


a mock of fin ||, and are offending the God that made them; 
who live in this world without the fear of God before their 
eyes J, or a reverence towards him; and theſe he endeavours to 
fortify in the paths of ſkepticiſm and infidelity; and to bring 
them under the influence of corruption. 


He has ſuggeſted, and been too ſucceſsful in the ſuggeſtion, 


that there is no ſuperior power to whom we are accountable, 


adapted to the deſires of ſome who would gladly have him di- 
veſted of thoſe attributes which are painful to their view; and 
here the enemy has been too much ſuſfered to prevail with ſome 
unhappy minds, to depart from the joyous, lightſome, pleaſant 
and delightful paths of true chriſtianity and godlineſs, into the 
M 2 
John viii. 44.— Job. i. 6.—f Acts xxiv. 23.— c. XVUL 17. 
Prov. xiv. 9.—1 Pſalm. xxxvi. 1. 
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devious paths of error and deception: and to be ſuſtained in that 
unhappy ſtate, I confeſs appears to me, a compendium of 
miſery without hope, and without God in the world; but as it 
is productive of preſent eaſe, they have loſt ſight of future hap. 
pineſs ; as it propoſes immediate gratification, and preſents the 
flowery paths of pleaſure, it has many votaries, and been adopted 
by numbers of poor deceived mortals, who endeavour to confine 
their proſpects to preſent things, without looking towards that of 
futurity, and the boundleſs abyſs of eternity which awaits them! 


I would gladly hope there are not many, if there are any, of the 
number (within the audience of my voice) of thoſe fools, who 
have ſaid in their heart © There is no God;” that have fo far ſuf. 


| fered themſelves to be drawn into the power of deception, as to 


ſay or to think, or even imagine, that chere is no firſt moving 


cauſe, no reſt for their feet, not God, the Lord of all the world; 


but it is evidently the production of a deluſive ſpirit, who attempts 
to infinuate a diſbelief in the reality of a divine exiſtence, All 
creation proclaims a God, and preſents ſuch a teſtimony to man, 
as renders it impoſſible to heſitate in point of belief, that ſuch a 
being exiſts, whoſe power and goodneſs is eminently diſplayed 
throughout the whole extent of his creation; and notwithſtand- 
ing this acknowledgment, there is a neceflity to caution ſome 
not to be deceived, who though they own a ſuperintendency, and 
care over the works of God in the external creation, yet, ſuch 1s 
their groſs infatuation, as to deny that certain providential regard 


and care over the far nobler part of the viſible creation, his crea- 


ture man. They proceed even ſo far as to acknowledge the 
circulation of the ſeaſons, the productions of the earth, with a 
variety of external parts of created nature, to proceed from the 
fixed appointment of infinite wiſdom, and are ſupported by an al- 
mighty hand; but yet are unwilling to admit the certainty of his 
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immediate providence, care, and regard towards that conſtitu- 
ent part, the human creation; which is of infinitely greater im- 
portance than thoſe tranſient tabernacles of clay which are but 
for a ſeaſon, and in the courſe of nature ceaſe to exiſt. 'This has 
been one of the effects of groſs deception, impoſed upon the un- 
derſtandings of mankind, and which an unwearied enemy has 
from age to age endeavoured to propagate upon the earth, thereby 
to withdraw the ſoul from the ſource of true happineſs, wherein it 
might be enabled to reſiſt every evil inſtigation, which may be 
laid to enſnare the unguarded mind, 


There are ſome, who, though they acknowledge the glory of 
his providence, propounded and proclaimed in the external ma- 
nifeſtations of his greatneſs and goodneſs, but yet are not ſuffici- 
ently convinced, not ſufficiently appriſed, or willing to admit the 
grace of God, or his divine and powerful word, as neceſſary to 
influence their conduct, and preſide over the will of man in its 
ſpiritual race towards everlaſting glory. 'They are ready to ap- 
plaud the ſufficiency of human reaſon, the faculties of reaſon and 
rational powers, which infinite wiſdom has ſeen meet to give us 
for government and direction, with regard to things ſimply per- 
taining to the moral rectitude of our conduct in the common 
concerns of this life, and where divine bounty has ſeen neceſ- 
ſary, for the promotion of his own glory, and the happineſs of his 
creatures, to provide a further aſſiſtance in the exerciſe of thoſe 


faculties and reaſoning powers, which the Creator of mankind 


ſees meet in mercy to favour us with for our advancement 
and by which alone we are made capable of an admiſſion into 


the kingdom of God, 


«© Be not deceived.” 


But there has been a loſs ſuſtained amongſt all people, of all 
names and diſtinctions, to rehgion, who have endeavoured to in. 
trench themſelves within an imaginary ſecurity, within the bounds 
of natural powers and ratural religion, and the exerciſe of thoſe 
reaſoning faculties of their own minds: there has been reaſon 
fixed with the commandments; and, the laws of nature main- 

tained as a ſufficient guide in our religious duties. 


It is a partial leaning to our own underſtandings, thus to ad- 
vocate our own cauſe from the reaſoning faculties of the human 
mind, unaſſiſted by that enlivening efficacious principle of light 
and truth, derived from the grace and love of God, which is of a 
higher nature, and of far greater excellence than all the powers 
of reaſon; and would open upon the view of the attentive mind, 
thoſe divine eſſential truths which it is impoſſible for the abſtracted 
rational faculties to penetrate into. It is by the light of grace, 
we diſcover the neceſſity, the abſolute neceſſity of a daily com- 
munion with the God of our lives, a walking in holineſs and pu- 
rity, in ſelf-denial, that we take up the croſs of Chriſt and follow 
him in the regeneration *. 


« Be ye holy, for I the Lord your God am holy,” has been the 
language of that unchangeable eternal God, by virtue of which 
alone we are capable of laying up a good foundation againſt the 
time to come, by laying hold on thoſe durable riches, the pro- 
viſion of God for the faithful, far beyond every temporal acqui- 
fition, whereby we are admitted into that within the veil, being 
redeemed from all corrupt inclinations and undue aflections, 


Nat. xix. 28. 
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withdrawn from the world, and engaged to concur in that inva- 

riable proclamation evidenced in every heart, in every mind, 

and in the thought of all, the abſolute neceſlity of holineſs, with- 

out which no man can ſee the Lord to his comfort : it has called 

ſons from far, and daughters from the ends of the earth, from 

under the power of deception, to diſcern the neceſſity of thus 
coming out of the arms of ſelf-love, ſelf- will, the partial approba- 
tion of deluded minds, whence many have been led into a perſua- 

hon of the ſufficiency of human reaſon ; they would have more 

liberty than the ſtraight gate and narrow way will admit of ; in 

this, © have meexcuſed,” has been the frequent language of many, 
and a cauſe of departing from the conſecrated paths of holineſs, 
and whereby many have deviared from a circumſcribed walking 
in the paths which lead to the beautiful realms cf light, and to 
an inheritance with the family of God, whoſe infinite and un- 
bounded love is diffuſed throughout every part of his triumphant 
church; and extended to his militant on earth, for he would {till 
beautify the place of his ſanftuary within the glorious realms of 
everlaſting day, „the habitation of his holineſs, and the city 
where his honour dwells.” 


«© Be not deceived.” 


Let not the minds of any profeſſing the chriſtian name be de- 
ceived by the partial repreſentation of natural affection and na- 
tural choice, a love of eaſe, or the pleaſing proſpects of temporal 
enjoyments, for that which 1s born of the fleſh is fleſh, and is ter- 
reſtrial, chere is a glory terreſtrial and a celeſtial glory, but the 
terreſtrial glory is apt to withdraw the incautious mind into a vi- 
ſionary dependence upon earthly, and uncertain happineſs ; 
which deprives of a portion in the glory celeſtial. And there is 
made, in the proviſion of God, an ample ſufficiency for us com- 
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pletely to attain a right in the ſpiritual creation of his ſon on this 
fide eternity; and by which we now can ſay, The Lord is with 
me,” becauſe he is at my right hand, therefore I ſhall not be 
moved, 


It is the ſufficiency we receive from his divine aid and aſſiſt- 
ance, whereby I am enabled to guide my ſteps conſiſtent with his 
holy will; let us then confeſs with the apoſtle, I Know that in 
me, that is in my fleſh, dwelleth no good thing. We ought ever to 
acknowledge, O Lord, rigliteouſneſs belongeth to thee, but unto 
us bluſhing and confuſion of face „% +: 4. SR 
is a gradation from the loweſt order of animated creation; for 
as no man knows the things of a man, ſave the ſpirit of a man 
that is in him, ſo no man knows the things of God, but by the 
ſpirit of God. As the fruit cannot with any propriety be good 
from a perverſe root, by deviating from the bounds preſcribed 
by the former of heaven and earth, continued throughout the ſu- 
perior order of created beings, no more can we judge of divine 
matters by a mere knowledge derived from human power and 
the natural underſtanding faculties of our own minds; but we muſt 
enter into that within the veil; and be cloathed with a ſuperior 
light and underſtanding, from that power which hath brought 
life and immortality to light by the goſpel; therefore let no man 
| deceive you, be ye not deceived; for ſuch as every man ſows, 
ſuch ſhall he reap, : 


1. There is another ſpecies of deception, that it ſeems necel- 
ſary to apprize and warn you of, who profeſs the religion of our 
Lord [Jeſus Chriſt, under the various names and diſtinct profeſ- 
Hons we may make in the world, amongſt thoſe who lay too much 
ſtreſs upon their various proſeſſions, and upon a belief of truth, 
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by giving the bare aſſent of our judgment to the teſtimony of 
others: this has been a ſpecies of impoſition too much purſued 
and depended upon, whereby names have paſt for things, and a 
profeſſion to religion has paſt for religion itſelf; a rectitude of 
ſentiment has often been deemed a ſufficient atonement for irre- 
gularity of life; but it is impoſſible for us to adopt a life to reli- 
gion, and yet retain alife to the world, as the chriſtian religion ; 
which 1s of the higheſt authority and dignity, enforces the irre- 
concilable contrariety of theſe natures : but it is poſlible to adopt 
a dependance upon notion and in tradition, and yet be utter 
ſtrangers to the life of true chriſtianity. I know not ſcarce a 
greater inſtance of deception amongſt profeſſors of the chriſtian 
name, than with thoſe who would contend for orthodoxy of ſyſtem, 
and ftrenuouſly ſupport the ſuperior importance of their own opi- 
nions, which has often proved a means of ſtirring up hatred and 


perſecution one towards another, and that under the ſpecious pre- 


tence of being © for Chriſt's ſake;” but it abundantly diſcovers 
that all the powers of deception, hath ſurrounded and fortified 


them in a dangerous ſecurity, which it is very difficult ever to 
be extricated from. 


But let no man deceive you, or be ye not deceived ; what ſignĩ- 
fies a perſuaſion or aſſent to truth, if we live not a life conſiſt- 
ent with the purity and holineſs of its nature, and correſpondent 


with the precepts of the goſpel. 


2. If the mind was properly engaged to purſue the genuine 
effects of the ſpirit of truth (a diſpoſition which ought ever to be 
prevalent and cultivated amongſt us) we ſhould then abundantly 
demonſtrate a being born not of corruption, but of the incorrupti- 
ble ſeed, through the word of God, which liveth and abideth in 


you for ever, whereby we are made partakers in the eſſential vir- 
| N 
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tue of the chriſtian religion. It matters not to me by what 
name I am called, or however diſtinguiſhed amongſt men, if I 
am but admitted 1 into a fellowſhip with the church of the firſt 
born; the proviſion of God, for thoſe who are called by his 
ſpirit, that are influenced and guided in wiſdom, and wen in- 
tended to * received into glory. 


Under theſe two claſſes ſtands the bulk of the chriſtian world, 
and on theſe two natures depends the final deciſive ſentence of 
Come ye bleſſed, or Depart ye curſed. 


To you that lay more ſtreſs upon human inventions, and ortho- 
dox ſyſtems; who hold a reverence for names, and for external 
appearances, be not deceived; inaſmuch as the ſpirit of true reli- 
gion remains the ſame, under every name, it lives in every form, 
and is confined to none, being one in itſelf, unchangeable and pow- 
erful in its energy, ſanctifying the ſoul, and whereby the heart is 
made pure in the ſight of God; and then the fruits will be unto 
holineſs, and the end life everlaſting. 


But there has been a lamentable deception prevalent over the 
minds of many, who are dead to religion and religious impreſ- 
fons; theſe would acknowledge and aſſent with the tongue, 
though perhaps their judgment proceeded no farther than from 
the reaſoning faculties of their own minds, without regard to the 
powerful motives contained in that excellent deſcription of chriſ- 
tianity, or the efficacious tendency of it, With the heart man be- 
lieveth unto righteouſneſs, and with. the tongue, confeſſion is 
made unto ſalvation; for where a confeſſion of the mouth is made, 
there is great need for a concurrence with the heart, from a feel- 
ing ſenſe of the powerful principle and _— of religion in 
the ſoul, \ 
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cc Be not deceived.” 


Tphere is another ſort of people under all names and diſtine- 
tions of religion, to whom alſo this caution ſeems exceedingly 
neseſſary, and amongſt whom the precepts of the goſpel have 
loft their force ; theſe would imagine that the way to the kingdom 
of God is varied from that preſcribed by the holy author of the 
chriſtian faith. It is a ſtrait and narrow way; they would plead 
no poſſibility of living up to truth, but purſue the general prac- 
tice of mankind; and plead that, as truth itſelf is loſt, it muſt 
now be fetched from the land of general practice, and the general 
conduct of themſelves and others: but God is unchangeable in 
his nature, and his relative attributes remain the ſame throughout 
every diſpenſation of the world, and the foundation of God 


ſtandeth independent of all deficiency (in whom is no variable- 


neſs or ſhadow of turning) of all the deceivable inventions of 
ſuch ſons of formality, and deceived ſouls in all ages, that have 
been unwilling to ſubmit to the inflexible law of the ſpirit of life 
in Chriſt Jeſus; theſe would endeavour to acquit themſelves with 
the more flexible law of general practice, and general conduct; 
varied according to their inclinations, indulging every ſenſuality, 
and ſpending their time in the purſuit of earthly pleaſures. Theſe 
would build their expectations upon the merciful attributes of 
that being whom they offend ; and neglect to conſider that a 
time will come, when juſtice as well as mercy, will be recompenſed 
to every man according to his deeds, whether they be good 
or evil. 


It is an endleſs commandment, and can never be abrogated; 
That the ſoul that fins ſhall die, and remains over the heads of all 
mankind who yield themſelves to preſent pleaſures, and give up 
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their minds to follow after lying vanities; who, neverthzleſg 
would have a portion in the unſpeakable enjoyment of an endleſs 
futurity, and an admiſſion within the conſecrated manſions of 
eternal glory; but I would caution theſe not to be deceived, for 
God is not mocked, and we ſhall certainly find it ſo when every 
human aid, with the powers of deception, ſhall diſappear ; it will 
prove a fatal witneſs againſt all the pleaſing expectations of a de- 
luded hope. | | 2 * 


But ſuch js the progreſs of the work of that liar and murderer, 
to introduce a concurrence of agreement with diſagreement, into 
the affairs of providence; that ſome have imagined he looks not 
with that vigilance towards the work of his hand, which revealed 
religion teaches us to expect from the powerful effects of his di- 
vine notice and regard, whoſe mercy is great, or elſe we ſhould 
not be able to ſtand before him; but he is righteous as well as 
merciful, in all his ways, and will by no means ſuffer uncleanneſs 
to enter his holy habitation, but will haſten the puviſhment of 
guilt upon the impenitent ſoul; and thoſe who obdurately pro- 
ceed in a courſe of deviation from their morning light, whereby 
they love the capacity of diſtinguiſhing betwixt light and dark- 
neſs, or the diſagreement of happineſs and miſery. Theſe notwith- 
ſtanding would gladly look at the glorious light of heaven, 
and hope at large for an admiſſion into the ſacred manſions of 
everlaſting day ; but the purity of his nature will admit no un- 
cleanneſs to enter his kingdom; all thoſe attributes of God, of 
juſtice as well as mercy, remain immoveable, and fixed in the righ- 
teous appointment of unerring wiſdom ; and therefore let no ob- 
ſtacle hinder our approaches before the throne of his holineſs, to 
render every attribute of praiſe to Him whoſe infinite and adora- 
ble perfections, are eminently manifeſted in the uniform and 
glorious eſtabliſhment of his ſacred church and family: therefore 
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be not deceived by any of the powers of darkneſs, or led to 
rely upon the ſtrength of external performances, what is called 
divine ſervice, or the frequent performance of religious duties, 
ſo called; all theſe, when under a proper government and in 
ſeaſon, proceeding from a proportion of grace and ſtrength 
given, are profitable, and we become engaged to join in that uni- 
verſal ſong of praiſe ariſing from every heart, of the ſpiritual 
creation of God. . 


But when the minds of any become diveſted of this ani- 
mating qualification, by which alone we are enabled to ap- 
proach the Father of Spirits in ſpirit and in truth, our de- 
pendence upon exterior performances will only prove a witneſs 
againſt us, and be ranked among the catalogue of our ſins, in 
the day when the ſecrets of every heart ſhall be divulged, 
and a righteous recompenſe is given to each: therefore be not 
deceived by a ſeeming ſanctity, or the frequent performance 
of religious duties ſo called, without a co-operation with the 
object of faith and practice, and a mental aſſent to the force 
of thoſe truths moſt ſurely believed and received among us; 
for it is from the inward frame and diſpoſition of our minds 
in which alone an acceptable ſacrifice can be offered to the 
author of our being. 


« Be not deceived.” 


I would, in a few more expreſſions, endeavour to aſlert the 
power of God unto ſalvation. 


« God is not mocked,” —we may; and it is to be feared, 
ſometimes do mock ourſelves, by depending upon riches, and 
the deluſive proſpect of earthly pleaſures, - by external appear- 
ances, by the falſe traffic of unfelt truths; with a name to re- 
ligion and a reſemblance to truth. But it is impoſſible to 


mock God: he is not mocked by the moſt ſpecious appear- 
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ances of regular pretenſions ; we can never impoſe upon the 
ſagacity of that infinite eye which penetrates the moſt ſecret 
receſſes of the human heart. Our moſt ſecret thoughts are 
ever expoſed to his omniſcient view—God is not mocked. 


Let us beware leſt we mock ourſelves, by delufive appear. 
ances of tranſient happineſs, and a peace ſhort of that peace of 
God which paſſeth the underſtandings of men; for, * the 
foundation of God ſtandeth ſure, having this ſeal, The [Lord 
knoweth who are his—and let all thoſe that call upon the name 
of Chriſt depart from iniquity +.” 


Such as every man ſows, ſach ſhall he reap. If his conduct 
1s correſpondent with the ſpirit of the world, if his demeanor 
and walking be after the rule of the fleſh, © of the fleſh he ſhall 
reap corruption, from that miſerable crop. © To be car- 
nally minded is death; —a death to religion, and an alienation 
from the light of his countenance: “ but to be ſpiritually 
minded is life and peace.“ The carnal mind is not ſubject 
to the law of God, neither indeed can be;“ being ever at con- 
trariety, in its own nature, to that purity and holineſs, the 
requiſite effects of genuine chriſtianity, diffuſed throughout 
_ every part of his ſanctified church and family. 


I would therefore recommend to each individual within the 
audience of my voice, let their name and profeſſion of religion 
be what they may, ſeriouſly to weigh the importance of theſe 
conſiderations, and to make thee mo ment6us inquiries, What 
am I ſowing to? What ſpirit is predominant ? Under what 
power do I live? In what ſervice am I engaged? Do ] pro- 


perly regard the aſſertion of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt He that 


loves any thing more than me is not worthy of me.“ If I 
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am ſowing to the fleſh I am in a ſtate of deception, moved and 
turned from my purpoſe of being: I have met with fome* 
thing more amiable and engaging, and better adapted to my 
natural inclination than the love of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


And, finally, to you of all names and diſtinctions of religion» 
whatſoever degree of temporal happineſs, whatſoever advan- 
tages any may derive from the praiſe of the world, or the pro- 
feſſion of tranſient glory, any ſoul may poſſibly enjoy, in the 
eſtimation of mankind. The righteous God has fixed, as an 
invariable deciſion, —that if yon ſow to the fleſh, you ſhall of 
the fleſh reap corruption; but, if you ſow to the ſpirit, how- 
ever painful, however exerciſed, or deſpiſed, ſecretly ſurround- 
ed with diſtreſs and anxiety, within and without, mourring, 
lamentation and woe, trodden under foot or deſpiſcd amongſt 
men; under whatever difficulties we may have to paſs, hows 
ever mournful or painful our allotment in life may be, lift up 
thy head in hope—for, if we ſow to the ſpirit, of the ſpirit we 
ſhall finally reap the glorious crop of lite everlaſting. 
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CY 


THE FOLLOWING DISCOURSE WAS DELIVERED 
AT BRADFORD. 


„ox THE I7TH DAY OF THE EIGHTH MONTH, 1770. 
——— 


— chere is (unhappily for themſelves) a ſpirit 
of diſſipation and incredulity, with reſpect to matters of 


the higheſt importance, too viſibly prevalent in many minds; 
yet it is pleaſing and comfortable to me to have reaſon to be- 
lieve, that in many others an enquiry is raiſed after the way to 


life and ſalvation. 


„O Lord, who ſhall ſhew us any Good??? 


An enquiry worthy of being inculcated and adopted with 
ſincerity and impartiality; and I have no doubt of its being 
crowned with the deſired ſucceſs to every honeſt and ſincere 


queriſt. 


T think the day in which we live, through the awakening 
virtue of divine mercy, furniſhes many inſtances or ſubjects like 
this which the Evangelical Prophet applied to, with the gra- 
cious invitation of the author and well ſpring of all that is good, 
an invitation which has ſometimes warm'd me, and is affection- 


ately rais'd in my heart towards this aſſembly, 
O 2 
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Ho, every one that thirſteth, come ye to the waters, and he 
that hath no money, come ye buy and eat, yea come, buy 
wine and milk without money and without price. Wherefore 
do ye ſpend money for that which is not bread, and your la- 
bour for that which ſatisſiech not: hearken diligently unto me, 
and eat ye that which is ues and let your ſoul delight itſelf in 
#Aatneſs.” 


This is an invitation which may have little meaning or Gg- 
nificancy in it, to thoſe minds who are ſtrangers (unhappily 
ſtrangers) to the beginning of the ſpiritual creation of God, as 
forming and faſhioning itſelf in holineſs unto glory ; but it 1s 
expreſſive, and intelligible, to ſuch minds as have been hap- 
pily deſirous after the knowledge of him in whom they have 
profeſſed to believe, and meaſurably witneſs'd the entrance of 
that ſpirit as both light and life, which is juſtly and perti- 
nently called the Quickening Spirit,” for it is by the 
influence, the enlivening of this quickening ſpirit we muſt be 
made (if we ever are made) living ſouls to God, initiated into, 
and built up in that life which is eternally happy. 


We are incapable of either hunger or thirſt but through the 
enlivening of this quickening ſpirit, Hunger and thirſt are 
acts appertaining to life. The dead have not thoſe ſenſations, 
who are naturally or ſpiritually dead. It was by the efficacious 
work of that holy wind that bloweth where it liſfteth,” that the 
dead dry bones were drawn into a divine reſemblance, in the 
former ſtate of mankind, and whereby they were brought to- 
gether, and united to their reſpective places in the heaveyly 
body, quickened, rais'd, form'd a living army to God: but it 
was an utter impoſſibility for any power ſhort of that“ Cre- 
ating divine power,” to bring together thoſe dead dry bones: 
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and indeed the fimilitude I confeſs ſeems worthy of that wiſdom 
that delivered it. They were human bones, there was a degree 
of fitneſs in their form and conſtruction for memberſhip and for 
aſſimulating one with another: but I conceive there was no in- 
herent virtue or ability in thoſe dead dry bones to aſſimulate one 
with another: they had certainly laid till the conſummation of 
all things, but for that ſupernatural breath or wind of divine 
power which raiſed them unto life. And I freely own that I 
believe ſomething of this nature hath attended the minds of 
many in theſe days in which we live, that would be to them as 
the Quickening Spirit, the principal object in the rudiments of a 
divine life, and enable us to live in the obedience of an holy 
faith here, and to be raiſed to the enjoyment of endleſs good 
hereafter, is what I wiſh for all thoſe, the duſt of Sion, when 
on their way to an holy habitation, where the wicked ceaſe 
from troubling, and the weary ſoul enjoys eternal reſt. 


And, as having received mercy and a degree of merciful ex- 


perience from the author of my being, I find ſome engagement 
to point out ſome ſteps which have produced the firſt fruits of 
the ſpiritual creation of God, and what hath been the means 
of debilitating ſome in their race, or turning aſide others from 
following the works of an unavailing profeſſion. 


For, as I have ſaid, 1 have no doubt that the preſent awak- | 


ening upon many minds 1s of a divine nature; and it may be 
known whence it proceeds, its original may be traced by thus 
conſidering whether it more abounds in heavenly defires, or in 


defires after the things of this life. 


In the myſtery of ungodlineſs there is a life that imitates the 
Ie of Chriſt, but it is a life that muſt die if ever we lire 
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acceptably to God, It is a life reſulting from ſelf love and a 
love of this world, wherein the prince of the powers of the air 


bears rule in the children of diſobedience, that preſents its 
ſinulitude and its deſires aſter he aven. 2 ö 


Let me die the death of che righteous. Let me flee from the 
wrath to come: Let me have an inheritance in the kingdom 
of peace, world without end: This is a language uttered by 
many, though perhaps they continue in the gratification of 
corrupt nature, and conſequently have no part in that life, 
that incorruptible, undefiled life, which alone can obtain' an 
inheritance in the kinzdom of God. Fleſh and blood cannot 
inherit this kingdom and its life. Theſe defires, theſe wiſhes 
after a ſtate of happineſs, and deſires after Heaven have fre- 
quently, in many minds, proceeded from vitiated corrupted 
ſelf having built up a viſionary hope, and hence have efti- 
mated its ſucceſs, according to the warmth of deſire after life, 
and a life in that “ fleſh and blood which cannot inherit the 
kingdom of God.” 


I am very apprehenſive too many have miſtaken this ardor of 


mind for the production of good, the kingdom of God, though 


in an unſanctified, unconverted ſtate; and, in the warmth and 
fervor of this fire they have kindled, the kingdom of heaven, 
hath ſuffered a kind of violence; in this miſtak n ſtate, wherein 
too many have endangered their preſent and eternal happineſs; 
and in their ſpiritaal race involved themſelves in this moſt dan- 
gerous miſtake, by how much the more we may approach a re- 
ſemblance to religion and are not in it, being amuſed with an 
imitation of divine life, and at the ſame time not actuated by 
it. This is to conſtitute the danger under which we live, to 
entertain deſires after heaven, and are not poſſeſſed of heavenly 
virtue. 
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« Let me be holy; let me die the death deſtin'd for me to die.” 


Thus heavenly deſires. take in the means as well as the end; 
« O Lord, prepare me for thy kingdom,” let not ihy hand 
ſpare, nor thine eye pity, till judgment paſs upon the Maunt 
of Edom, Eſau's firit production; turn thy hand upon me, purge 
away all my droſs, take away all my fin, and refine as the 


reprobate ſilver. 


As our deſires are thus raiſed after the fountain of divine life, 
the glorious and holy Quickener will ever draw to a fimilitude 
to its author; and deſires after heaven not merely for its ſafety 
but for its purity, not merely as a place of ex:mption from 
pain, anxiety and ſorrow, but as the habitat.on of ſanctified 
and holy ſpirits. Now this is to bring religion and religious 
labour where it ought to exiſt, from the viſion of the head to 
the feeling emotions of the heart; it lays the av to the root 
of every ſuperficial branch. The ax 1s laid to the root of the 
tree, and every tree that bringeth forth not gcod fruit is hewn 
down, and caſt into the fire; and the virtue of this divine in- 
vitation is diffuſed and proclaimed throughout all the powers 


of the ſoul. 


« Ho, every one that thirſteth,” in whom this divine ſe has 
ariſen, that take in the glorious object, not only its end but 
the means that can lift up the heart with the hands to God 
in the heavens, in ardenc ſupplication, that he may refine, 
ſanctify, and purge away their fin:; that he may waſh them 
from all impurity, and by the aſfimulating virtue of divine 
grace, he reſtored to an union with the Holy Spirit. hefe 47 
then enabled to ſerve him in the beauty of holigels and i news 
neſs of life. 


. 
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. Ho, every one that thirſteth,” every one in whom a thirſt 
has been raiſed, and in whom a thirſt has ariſen, after the ani- 
mating virtue cf the Quickening Spirit, may you continue in an 
awful reverent ſenſe of that goodneſs and mercy that has thus 
| viſited you, and cauſed a ſenſe of the want of that food where- 
with Chriſt feeds his flock to take place in your hearts. 


There are ſome people quite too high for religion ; alas! 
ſome others think themſelves too low for religion, in whom an 
anxious ſolicitude is become depreſſed with fear, and who are 
on the verge of deſpair, not ſvfficiently conſidering the effica- 
eious virtue of that power that would ſanctify and prepare, in 
affliction, for future glory and happineſs. Some are ready to 
lament their ſituation, and to adopt theſe mournful enquiries : 
« What have I to do with religion? —Will God accept the 
« labour of my hands for the manſions of light and life? —I 
« would endeavour with diligence to fill up the dutics of my 
« day; I would ſeek the conſolation of my God, but it is 
« for ever hid from me.” This has often been a language 
inſinuated by the grand deceiver and enemy of mankind's hap- 
pineſs; for though our heavenly Father, that cloaths the ſeaſons 
with variety, may diverſify the day with affliction, he would 
yet draw us nearer to himſelf; and know, for thy encourage- 
ment, there is an abundant acceſs, through the one glorious 
Mediator, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by whom we are admitted into 
that within the veil; his car is open to our requeſts as to the che- 
rubim, and ſeraphim with their holy, holy, holy, inthe habi- 
tation of light and bliſs. He is the God and Father of us all, 

he that is their God, he is my God, he is thy God, thy Fa- 
ther, and thy Friend, from whom this proclamation of un- 
bounded mercy is gone forth. Ho, every one that thirſteth,” 
every one in this divine life is raiſed, come ye to the waters, 
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and he that hath no money come, buy and eat, buy wine and 
milk without money and without price.” 


As it is of divine original this life proceeds from, ſo it muſt 
be ſomething adequate to its own nature that can ſatisfy it, and 
an hunger after it, proceeding from the God of life, and a 
diffuſion of his ſpirit; and it is in the holy animating virtue of 
it we cry, Abba, Father! to Him that dwells in glory. 


This is the divine life:—It is a life that will be ſtrength to 
the feeble, and refreſh the thirſty ſoul. This is the life that is 
properly called religion, and ever ſubſiſts in the kingdom of 
the Almighty God, and Father of heaven and earth, and 
throughout the ſpiritual creation of his Son: It is the ſame 
life that breaths to man in ſecret ſorrow and complaint its in 
the fullneſs of the ſame that the loftieſt oblation of worſhip aſ- 
cends to God on high, from all who are virtually united to his 
ſanctified church, and family, both in heaven and earth. We 
may be diſtinguiſhed by various names, or different modes, 


with regard to circumſtantial points, but it is the animating _ 


life of Chriſt that lives through all form, and is one both in 
heaven and earth. It leads to itſelf, to thirſt after itſelf, con- 
ſiſtent with its own nature. It has ſcen an end of all perfectiou 
in imaginary views of things, through the divine command- 
ment of God. 


« [ have ſeen an end of all perfection, but thy commandments 


are exceeding broad.” 


It is a life that cannot be ſatisfied with any thing that this 
world can afford, neither can it be content with the moſt ſpe- 


cious profeſſion of truth; it cannot be content with all the 
— 


[ 1743 
riches of a name, nor with the formality in which ſome take 
up their reſt.—It aſpires after ſomething greater, ſomething 
higher, that will remain when the elements ſhall melt with fer- 
vent heat, and all things viſible will fade, when every ſpecious 
pretence, or lofty profeſſion, in which mankind unhappily place 
their confidence, will no longer avail: But it is through an 
uniform progreſs in a life of righteouſneſs we are admitted to 
the celeſtial banquet” of divine love, and having obtained an 
entrance into the moſt holy place, are enabled to offer the in- 


cenſe of worſhip with the firſt· born among many generations in 
the life and love of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


There is a probability ſometimes of thoſe that have been 


meaſureably quickened and enlivened, who have received a 
portion of heavenly gift, that would qualify and prepare them 
for eternal life; there is a probability of theſe turning aſide 
from the ſpirit of life into the oldneſs of the letter, turning 
from a ſteady progreſs in the knowledge of him in whom they 
have believed, into a dependance on exterior rites and ſha- 
dowy performances, a figurative reſemblance, or ſomething 
they would gladly hope acceptable in the fight of God. 


I have ſeen inſtances in the courſe of my life of ſome whoſe 
fouls were once awakened to a deſire after the animating virtue 
of divine life, as the alpha, or beginning of the ſpiritual crea- 
tion of God ; when deſires were formed after heaven, and yet 
they have turned aſide from an arduous, laborious, ſteady fol- 
lowing on their way; and, if J may be allowed the expreſſion, 
have loſt themſelves in the flowery fields of imagination: Theſe 
are ready to think they have attained a ſuffieient knowledge of 
religion and religious duties, ard this knowledge has been ſub- 
ſtituted inſtead of practice, the muſing of the head to the vital 
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ſenſations of the heart, a profeſſion without the poſſeſſion of 
practical virtue; theſe, by ſimilitude, may be ſaid to be loſt in 
the flowery fields of imagination; they have loſt that light which 
hath graciouſly viſited them, that holy ſenſe of innocency which 
once adorned their minds, and in whom were opened a door of 
hope and divine conſolation to their thirſty ſouls. Alas! that 
any ſhould thus fall away from their eternal intereſt by con- 
tinuing to neglect the duties of their day, who are intent and 
fixt in the notional part without the obedience of faith, and at- 
tention to the refreſhing virtue of—* The day ſpring from on 
high :”—PFor as happineſs conſiſts in the enjoyment of this eſ- 

ſential good, may you fo follow on to know it, as faſhioning 
you in every Chriftian virtue, and be confirmed in the poſſeſ- 
fion of divine and ardent charity ; but beware of that know- 
ledge which puffeth up, and tends not to edification : and may 

you endeavour to encreaſe in the ſtability of wiſdom with 
knowledge, and to advance from glory to glory, and from one 
degree of faith to another, in adaily filial dependance upon Him, 
who is willing to ſave and able to deliver to the utmoſt all them 
that come unto God by Him. 


The holy apoſtle was led to obſerve the lamentable ſtate of 
the Galatian churches amongſt whom he had laboured and been 
inſtrumental to raiſe the firſt fruits of a divine viſitation, where- 
in many had been quickened and raiſed to a ſenſe of life ; and 
yet he expoſtulates with them after this manner, O fooliſh Ga- 

latians! who hath bewitched you, that ye ſhould not obey the 
truth, before whoſe eyes Jeſus Chriſt hath been evidently ſet 
forth crucified among you?” They, having begun in the Spirit, 6 
thought to be made perfect in the fleſh; but it is not by any | 
acts which the fleſh is capable of performing, in the multipli- 14 
city of external ſervices propoſed as the means of ſalvation, [| 
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that can perfect the ſoul. It is here too many are ſtrangers to 
ſpiritual Chriſtianity, and are alienated from the ſpring of divine 
knowledge, which would ariſe in the dependant thirſty foul ; 
that that viſits you oftener than the morning, and would raiſe 
deſires after life, in all thoſe minds who attentively view its diſ- 
coveries, whether to ſee that my duty be according to the 
knowledge I have received, or whether I fill up with propriety 
the duties of my day; this would lead the mind where it ought 
to be led, that is into a cloſe and folemn enquiry after the ſtate 
and condition of their own ſouls, which is of God, and what 
is contrary to his heavenly will. 


Hearing is not worſhip : the labour of the voice—a multitude 
of words are not worſhip; theſe ſimply cannot conſtitute the eſ- 
ſential part of ? divine ſervice” for though we may pronounce 
all the truths recorded in holy writ, they cannot anſwer in us 
this ſecret. cry, © Lord, Lord, prepare me for thy kingdom,” 
they are inſufficient to redeem us from the power of death, hell, 
and the grave ; but the work of righteouſneſs 1s deeper than any 
ſuperficial form; it is higher than a mere profeſſion, or a name 
even to the moſt excellent truths that ever were uttered by man : 
What then is divine worthip ? ſince it conſiſts not in the labour 
of the tongue, nor proceeds from the head; but it is the ſecret 
aſpirations of the ſoul to God in every humble and enlightened 
mind. - I will pray with the Spirit, and with the underſtanding 
alſo, whether I uſe words, or no words, whether language fail, 
or whether it do not. We have occaſion for language in our 
mutual engagements, or converſe one with another; but the 
Holy Infinite Spirit, by one inſtinctive act of viſion, beholds all 
the various ſtates and. diſpoſitions of mankind.—“ I will look 
towards thy holy temple,” towards the habitation of HIM, 
wholc penetrating eye includes the moſt ſecret thoughts and in- 
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tents of every heart: I will look towards thy holy temple in 
this look, in this flame the mind is prepared to offer an accept- 
able ſacrifice to God, the Lord of heaven, and the whole 


earth, 


Beware of having begun in the Spirit, and following the 
fleſhly performances of thoſe things which may preſent them- 
ſelves as a reſemblance of religious duties. Be what you are, 
not by a form, nor profeſſion, or any contrivance of mankind ; 
but be what you are, by the grace of God, and then I make 
no doubt but a thirſt will again prevail, and“ bleſſed are they 
that hunger and thirſt after righteouſneſs, for they ſhall be 
filled.” This bleſſing was pronounced by Him that never failed 
nor ever will, in the performance of the covenant he has made. 


« Bleſſed are they which hunger and thirſt after righteouſ- 
neſs.” As heavenly deſires are raiſed after that food that would 
ſatisfy the ſoul, it is thus the mind 1s repleniſhed with the virtue 
of divine life; for . blefled are they which hunger and thirſt 
after righteouſneſs, for they ſhall be filled.” This is a promiſe 
He would graciouſly accompliſh, in the experience of mankind 
more and more univerſally, to ſupply the hunger of ſuch who 
may have refuſed comfort, and theſe He would _ with the 
good things of eternal life, 


But there are who ſubſtitute a ſimilitude inſtead of practical 
virtue, and to thoſe appears applicable the myſterious meaning 
of that expreſſion, which was formerly the language of the 
church, as cultivated on the mind, ** I charge you, O ye 
daughters of Jeruſalem, by the hinds, and by the roes of the 


field, that ye ſtir not up, nor awak my Love until he pleaſe :** 


Or, as in better words, and more properly expreſſed ; © I charge 
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von. O ye daughters of Jeruſalem, that ye ſtir not up nor 
awake my Love, by the hinds, or by the roes of the field, un- 
t. Fe pleaſe.” Theſe are the light- footed imaginations, in 
which, perhaps, the mind may be in ſome meaſure animated, 
and ſtirred up to duty, but have wandered into the mountains 
a? viſion, and there very frequently exerciſe themſelves in acts of 
ſnuperfieial devotion, the ſtrict obſervation of exterior forms, and 
by thts means are alſo loft in the“ fields of imagination ;” they 
loſe the capacity of diſtinguiſning betwixt that which is of a di- 
vine and heavenly nature, and the effects of an unſtable mind; 
berwixt that univerſal righteouſneſs of Chriſt, and a life in the 
various amuſements of time; theſe are as the hinds and the roes 
of the field, and are not content to await the awakening of his 
love until he pleaſe. © Ho every one that thirſteth, come ye to 
the waters, and he that hath no money, come ye buy and eat ; 
buy wine and milk without money and without price.” 


Q the riches of divine grace, that has thus abundantly fa- 
voured and bleſſed us with the celeftial due, which is of the 
bounteous mercy of Our Father that is in heaven,” without 
money and without price! we have no equivalent wherewith to re- 
turn the infiaite obligation, we have none to plead with or depend 
upon, no claim of merit to avail ourſelves of, but upon him 
that ſheweth mercy ; with this conſideration we have no righte- 
ouſneſs but of Him, no ſtrength but in his ftrength ; neither 
might nor wiſdom but of Him, Jet him that glorieth therefore 
elory in this, that he that ſheweth mercy hath imparted ability 
to perform the duties required at their hands. 


And as there is no equivalert, in the returns of gratitude and 
of thankful reverence, for all the glorious benefits we receive in 
the e light of his countenance,” and thus having no adequate 


D 179 ] 


' firength of our own, may our continual dependence be on 
© The rock of ſtrength, the ſupport and help of His people. 


There are ſome who would gladly avail themſelves of know- 


ledge and the ſtrength of opinion, without a lively poſſeſſion of 


that * faith that works by love to the purifying of the heart:“ 
This will caſt out every claim to merit, or of ſufficiency, but 
what proceeds from HIM, “ by whom are all things, and we by 
Him. Wherefore ſpend ye your money for that which is not 
bread, and your labour for that which fatisfieth not.” Here 
let us a little inquire into the ſtate and progreſs of ſuch dif- 
poſed minds, who are negligently ſpending their money for 
that which is not bread, and their labour for that which ſatis- 
fieth not.” 


What is the reaſon that the convinced of God are not ſc ge- 
nerally converted as might be At is becauſe they too fre- 
quently apprehend themſclyes converted and healed in a fate of 
unſoundneſs; theſe grow not up in a ſenſe of divine knowjedge 
and underſtanding of ſpiritual things, but inſtead of being con- 
firmed in an holy fortitude, are led to purſue the uncertain 
mazes of folly, and are ſpending their © money for that which 
is not bread, and their labour for that which ſatisfieth not.“ 


And [ think the reaſon of it may farther be thus underſtood, 
that it is for want of regarding this ſolemn injunction, 


« Hearken diligently vnto me.” 


Alas! too many whoſe minds have been meaſurably awakey- 
ed to a ſenſe of duty, are departing after inventions; and bv 
not attending to inſtruction from Him who ſpeaks as never man 
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ſpoke, inſtead of following this voice that is perfect wiſdom, 
are engaged in a vain admiration of man.—“ I am of Paul, I 
of Apollos, and I of Cephas.” A language fimilar to this in- 
troduced in the apoſtacy and ſeduction from the“ Shepherd 
and everlaſiing Biſhop of ſouls,” has too evidently prevailed in 
the preſent age, with many who are idolizing perſons : I am of 
this man, I am of the other man: I eſteem ſuch a one, and I 
follow the doctrine of ſuch a _ This was a means where- 

with the enemy of Chriſtianity ſought to obſtruct the beauty of 

the primitive churches, and the ſame temptation is ſucceeding 
in our days. I am of Paul, I of Apollos, and I of Cephas ;” 
and have not we theſe diſtinCtions literally in theſe days in which 

we live. 


But, I believe there are many whoſe minds, by the animating 
virtue of divine life, are brought to bear part in that univer- 
fal groan and labour of all creation, which the apoſtle ſpeaks of, 
and which is in meaſure alive in our days; it was not to be un- 
cloathed, but to be cloathed upon with a houſe from heaven :— | 
Theſe are hearkening to, and following after the Shepherd and 
Biſhop of ſouls that endeavour to live in the obedience of 
faith, and in the poſſeſſion of that heavenly virtue, which fur- 
niſhes to every good word and work. 


There are ſome, who unable to ſuſtain the Chriſtian doctrine, 
are transferring it from one to another; theſe would gladly 
continue in the gratification of ſenſe, and hope they can tranſ- 
fer it from themſelves and fix it to another: they are ready to 
make an ample profeſſion of religion, the ſhadowy performances 
of religion, in exterior duties; but, alas! they are fallen aſleep 
in myſterious Babylon, and reſt in a carnal preſumption ; but 
know there is a penetrating holy Eye beholds thee ; a voice 15 
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heard, Awake, ariſe, and call upon thy God,“ a language 
of this kind has been uttered by the great and heavenly 
Preacher, who ſearches the deep things of God, and diſcovers 
the myſteries of iniquity, and all the apendages of myſtery Be- 
bylon are open to his view, —* What meaneſt thou, O fl-eper! 
ariſe, and call upon thy God;” a call that ſeems applicable to 
the ſtates of many in the preſent day, and Oh that it might be 
to the awakening them to a conſciouſneſs of fin, to a ſenſe ef 
duty ; and their eye be turned toward a teacher and inſtructor, 
the unerring guide to glory. 


But a fear attends me leſt too many are got aſleep again, 
and dream a dream of unfelt truths ; are fallen faſt aſleep, in a 
poſſeſſion of religion, a vocal acknowledgment, the labour of 
the tongue with unſanctiſied hearts; but why ſpend ye your 
money, for that which is not bread, and your labour for that 
which ſatisfieth not?“ Be convinced of the heavenly efficacy 
of Divine Grace, and ever retain a previcus ſenſe of its virtue 
on the ſoul. Why are you ſcattered abroad in the amuſements 
of the fleſh? Why is the work abortive, and the labours of 
the day obſtructed? It has appeared to me to be a want of at- 
tention to the call of God: Hearken diligently unto me;“ 
this is the univerſal language of wiſdom. It is not to any who 
may be as ſubordinate: teachers, as delegated ſhepherds, or 
ſervants to the flock, who are but men ſubje& to like paſſions 
with you, and are equally liable with you to the ſnares, diffi- 
culties, and jeopardies of their race; but our merciful Father 
has provided a ſafer dependance ; for as fleſh hath the principle 
of natural life from the creation, ſo the animating virtue of 
Divine Life is imparted from the Son of God, by the immedi- 
ate communication cf his own Spirit, wherein is revealed all 
that is neceſſary for us to know: this is as I conceive the 
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one important object of all our reverence, worſhip, and 


«© Wherefore ſpend ye your money for that which is not 
bread, and your labour for that which ſatisfieth not, hearken 


diligently unto me, and cat ye that which 1s good, and let your 
ſoul delight itſelf in fatneſs. | 

Alas! how many are there, who might have been far ad- 
vanced on their way to Mount Sion, the holy habitation of the 
ſaints ſolemnity ? nearer that celeſtial city, whoſe walls are 
ſalvation, and her gates praiſe ; who might have been ſuſtained 
by the power of Almighty Wiſdom and Strength, that now are 
in a feeble ſtate, and incapable of proceeding on the arduous 
way towards eternal glory ; they are turning back again, and 
are loſt in the fields of imagination, in matters remote from 
their eternal intereſt, who might hzve been ſharers of celeſtial 

wiſdom, and admitted to tread in the courts of holineſs. 


« Hearken diligently unto me,” ſays the Eternal Word that 
was before words, and will remain when all language ſhall 
ceaſe; in this is the acceptable oblation of worſhip and praiſe ; 
and judgment 1s laid to the line, and righteouſneſs to the 
plummet, by him who is ſtronger than the ſtrong man armed 
to caſt him out, with all his goods, the gilded profeſſion of the 


Chriſtian name, in thoſe who poſſeſs not its powerful heavenly 
virtue on the ſoul, 


« Hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye that which is 
good.” Oh that the attention of mankind might be more ſo- 
licitouſly engaged in the purſuit of < that which is good” in 
the glorious benefits of the Chriſtian ſaith, It is not in the 
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_ falſe traffic of unfelt truths, but in the demonſtration of the 
Spirit and with power. May all therefore continue to advance 
from grace to grace, and from one degree of ſtrength to an- 
other, till our dependance be fixed on Him that fills the clouds 
and empties them at his pleaſure, 


We never ſhall be eſtabliſhed as pillars in the houſe of God, 
nor ever come up in the nobility and dignity whereto we are 
called, and to be as ornaments in families, until we have got 
beyond the ſuperficial beauties of profeſſion, and are engaged 
in the purſuit of eſſential good, in ardent purſuit after Divine 
| Life. © The watchmen that go about the city found me, to 
whom I ſaid, ſaw ye him whom my ſoul loveth ;—it was but a 
little that J paſſed from them, I found Him whom my ſoul 
loveth,” and if we find not we are found of Him who 1s cloathed 
with the celeſtial garment of wiſdom, continue this dependant 
watching ſtate on Him in whom are hid the treaſures of wiſ- 
dom and knowledge, who is not variable ike man, but ſeeks 
the good of his ſoul by means of his own Spirit ; not fallible 
like man, but unchangeable and everlaſting are the attributes 
of wiſdom and goodneſs: hear then his gracious invitation; 
„Ho, every one that thirſteth, come ye to the waters, and 
let him that hath no money, come ye buy and eat, yea come, 
buy wine and milk without money and without price; where- 
fore do ye ſpend money for that which 1s not bread, and your 
labour for that which ſatisfieth not; incline your ear and hear- 
ken diligently unto me, and eat ye that which is good, and 
let your ſoul delight itſelf in fatneſs.“ 


This was the language of Divine Wiſdom, and I know it 
remains to be ſo, to many who are viſited by its power, in the 
days of diſtreſs, and in the time of youth, when raiſed up by 
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a meaſure of divine approbation, ſealed to their minds; and 
thus many are brought to partake of the fountain of infinite 
goodneſs; and being admitted to an acquaintance with the God 
that made them; tle, through conſtrained love, have been 
engaged to pronounce the glad tidings of ſalvation, and in the 
ſimplicity of the goſpel, to direct to the Spirit of Chriſt the 
light and life of man, as the doctrine of eternal r demption, 
and through divine aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirit, have been 
made inſtrumental in reviving a dependence upon Him alone, 
and not upon external acts, but to obedicnce to the univerſal 
Parent of maukind. | 


« Hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye that which is 
good, and let your ſoul delight itſelf in fatneſs,” 


May this be the glorious attainment of your experience, and 
may your minds with attention hear the voice of Him that 
ſpeaks as never man ſpoke; it ſpeaks home to thy ate, and 
will be with thee when no eye is near; it will tell thee all that 
ever thou has done ſhews through the falſe gloſſes pu upon 
acts, and is a diſtinguiſher of the precious from the vile. It is 
a voice of approbation to the thirſty ſoul, a voice behind thee, 
ſaying, © this is the way, walk in it; but little children 
keep yourſelves from idols.” Look to the holy Jeſus, the word 
of life ad of eternal wiſdom ; for I believe there are many in 
whom a Divine Thirſt has been raiſed after the good that pe- 
riſhes not, ard theſe the Lord of all power would ſatisfy with 
the good things of eternal lite who are willing to come under 
the chaſtening of his hand, 


When the idolized objects of ſenſe, or any appearance what- 
ſoeyer has ohſtructed the manifeſtation of this their morning 
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light, alas! too many depart from the ſpiritual communion of 
faith in Chriſt, aid lean on man; I am of ſuch a one, I im 
of this or the other perſuaſion, and thus are profeſſing godlineſs 
withoat the wiſdom and power of God. But the Author of 
Divine Wiſdom has ever imparted an inereaſe of flreng h, to 
all who traſt in his name, and that faithfully depend upon 
him; but his curſe is gone forth again the imcenitegt and 
obdurate ſoul, and if God hath curſed who ſhall blefs ; th re— 
fore © keep yourſelves from idols.“ Live to Him that is able 
to keep and to preſerve you from evil, for he hach mercifally 
called you to © hearken diligently, that ye might cat that 
which is good, and let your ſoul delight itſelf in fainefs.” 
This is what I wiſh for with that ardor that covers my ſpirit 
for your welfare, the increaſe of righteovineſs, and the pro- 
motion of Chriſtian knowledge amongſt you; for I have no 
doubt but he would ſtill beautify the place of his fect, as we 
grow up and uniformly adorn the goſpel of God, the Savicur 
of the world, who are purſuing the path of wiſdom an truth, 
and that proceed in the“ beauty of holineſs, and in newaeſs of 
life.” 


« Add to your faith virtve, and to virtue knowledge, and 
to knowledge temperance.” Theſe exccllent duties would have 
been joined together, but that ſome have breken the chain, 
and have added to their faith a degree of fel:;-corfilence, and 
unto knowledge pride that puffeth up; for though it extend 
from the“ hyſop on the wall, to the cedars of Leianin,” it 
may yet be the work of an unſanctified heart. Thus many ate 
grown great in religious knowledge, and in icligious mae, 
and at the ſame time are deſtitute of its 1irtucs; but a e 
* hinds and the roes of the field“ have nut adde tene cg 
to their knowledge, not ſufficiently obſerved tue beawmiitul cvu- 


L 
nection there is between theſe two pillars and the reſpective 
Places they bear in the holy and beautiful houſe of Chriſtianity, 
and theſe ſeven capital pillars which diſtinguiſh it. Add to 
your faith virtue, and to virtue knowledge, and to knowledge 
temperance, and to temp: rance patience, and to patience god- 
jineſs, and to godlineſs brotherly kindneſs, and to brotherly 
kindneis charity; for if theſe things be in you and abound, 
they make you neither barren nor unfruitful; but fruitful in all 
things through the Chriſtian knowledge.“ 


May this be the glorious attainment of each within the au- 
dience of my voice, who have received a meaſure of Divine 
Grace; may you be brought to partake of the heavenly gift, 
and may your foul delight itſelf in fatneſs,” and be prepared 
for an inheritance in the world to come, in the eternal fruition 
of ineffable joy. 2 


May you, my brethren and ſiſters in profeſſion, with ardor 
endeavour to lay hold on wiſdom and virtue, you live amongft 
an enquiring people' who are aſking the way to Sion, the city 
of the living God, and they want ſome means of inſtruction, 
ariſing from the influence of example in lives and conduct.— 
The people are defirous after gocd, their expectations lean to- 
wards an enduring hope.— Vou, many of you, have been 
abundantly favoured with the viſitation of Divine Regard, and 
ſome have had to point to others the way to peace, 


But alas! a want. of charity has prevailed in many that 
wounds the cauſe of our profeſſion. A walking contrary to the 
eſtabliſhed principles has made heavy work amongſt us as a 
Chriſtian ſoc:ety. An aſſiduous engagement in the apoſtatiſing 
ſpirit of the world, its licentious purſuits, and an inordinate 
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love of its pleaſures, wherein too many are involved. — But I 
truſt there is a time at hand, when He will make His angels 
ſpirits, and his miniſters a flame of fire; when we may be diſ- 
tinguiſhed amongſt the people, by a more zealous activity in 
the cauſe of truth, and more concerned for the promotion of 
the cauſe of God on earth, that through Divine Power, many 
may have to ſay, Follow us as we follow Chriſt, may thus 
as ardent watchmen ſuſtain the duties of the day, may ſteadily 
advance in the enlargement of divine experience, and as lifted 
up in eminency of virtue, be qualified to anſwer the enquiring 
ſoul, „Come up hither, and I will ſhew thee the bride, the 
J amb's wiſe:“ this, my brethren and ſiſters is what I wiſh for, 
in order that when the great Shepherd ſhall appcar, you may 
alſo appear with him in glory ;” may be ſo enabled to adorn the 
goſpel of God on earth, that you may become as a city ſet 
on a hill conſpicuous in its glorious appearance among man- 


kind, 


But practice in too many hath not been equal with knowledge, 
(as hath been ſaid,) they are grown great and high in religious 
matters, and are deſtitute of its virtues, or that holineſs and 
purity religion calls for; very lamentable is the condition of 
ſuch, but be eſtabliſhed in the goſpel of godlineſs; + Gird up 
the loins of your minds, be ſober and hope to the end;“ let 
the youth amongſt us © blow the trumpet”? to thoſe who have 
wandered in deſerts, and in * mountains, and in dens, and 
caves of the earth; may this be the engagement of the riſing 
generation, for great is the cauſe of God, and it is under a 
ſenſe of our Heavenly Father's Iove. I wiſh the enlargement 
of wiſdom, the increaſe of Divine Experience amongſt us a 
people, as well as amongſt all ſocieties, that the kingdoms ef 
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the earth may become the kingdom of the holy Jeſus, eſtabliſm- 
ed in righteouſneſs and peace for ever. 


Suffer me to conclude with an affectionate addreſs to the riſing 
youth. 


Happy would it be if an ardent ſolicitude after the good 
things of eternal life was more prevalent in your minds; 
% Would you dip your foot in oil?” Would you inherit 
eternal happineſs? Would you be the joy of the preſent gene- 
ration, and the ſtaff of the next? Would you ſhine as the 
morning ſtars, and unite with the ſons of God that ſhout for 
Joy ? „ Hearken diligently, atteatively hearken to the voice 
of your Creator, eat ye that which is good, and let your ſoul 
delight in fatneſs;” may you wait upon him that would redeem 
you from evil, that leavening virtue, the meaſure of Divine 
grace which would leaven into its own nature and ſimilitude, 
in the image of Him that made you and unite you as mem- 
bers in his ſanctified church and family. 


Remember upon you muſt ſhortly devolve a cauſe greater 
than the cauſe of empires or of kingdoms, or the general ſtate 
of mankind, that you are to act for God upon earth, to ſhew 
forth his praiſe, and, as you increaſe in years, to mingle with 
the elder brethren, conſiſtent with the offce of the militant 
church, to make war in righteouſneſs againit the powers of 
darkneſs. _ Thus may vou live to God who will enliven and 
_ preſerve here on earth, is my ardent wiſh for you, and may He 
afterwards receive you into glory. 
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PRAYER 


AT THE CONCLVYSION OF THE MEETING, 
S HRT 


THINE holy eye beholds the ſolemn and awful reverence in 
which our ſpirits bow before Thee: O Thou who continually 
receives the tribute of praiſe from angels and the glorified aſ- 
ſembly of - ſaints, in a ſenſe of thy goodneſs and mercy, the 
fulneſs of which fills heaven and earth, and in which thou art 
pleaſed to regard the workmanſhip of thy hand, and from day 
to day, and oftener than the day, to fill the clouds with ſhowers 
of celeſtial bleſſings, and to viſit in every ſure mercy the va- 
rious ſtates and conditions of thy children, and of all ſuch as 
look towards thee from the ends of the earth. 


Moſt gracious and adorable fountain of mercy, we humbly 
beſeech Thee, in the name and in the Spirit of thy dear Son, to 
write inſtruction upon all our minds, give us to ponder the ex- 
cellency of thy loving kindneſs, and humble our minds in a 
ſenſe of ſolemn gratitude, as the ſubje& of what we render to 
Thee for all theſe thy mercies. Bring us home thus, O Lord, 
into a connection with thy family, and to this diſpenſation of 
thy glorious light, that we may come up to the place where 

R 
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prayer and praiſe are given in faith, and ſupplication is wont 
to be made. 


Bleſs the profeſſion of truth, the Chriſtian religion, yet in a 
more general manner, and with the knowledge of its truth 
humble their hearts under their various ſtates. Draw into that 
which is within the veil ; ariſe in the miniſtration of thy power, 
in the miniſtration of grace, and ſhake both heaven and 
earth with all the ſubordinate glories of opinion, with all the 
beauties and” excellencies of ſpeculation. Let thy judgments 
come on every hill, and open the door of Lebanon that the 
fire may devour the cedars; that all the might, the ſtrength, 
and opinions of mankind, the ſuperficial productions of unfelt 
truths, may more and more be ſhaken and removed, and the 


ſoul be gathered to that which is ſubſtantial to a dependence 


upon Him that ſpeaks as never man ſpoke, Gather us, and 


we ſhall be gathered,” to Thee the fountain of light, and of 
eternal life. 


Thus colle& us, we pray Thee to thy word of life, may it 
deſcend as dew, and celeſtial doctrine as tender rain, making 
fruitful to thy praiſe, and the enlargement of our experience 
and knowledge of thy truth, with increaſing humility, and re- 
verent 2 before thee. 


May it pleaſe Thee, O God of life, yet more and more to 


ariſe, and ſpread the virtue of thy life upon the minds of the 


people, and in a peculiar manner upon thoſe who have meaſur- 
ably begun in the Spirit, who have known the day-ſtar of thy 
light to ariſe in their minds, who have begun in the Spirit, 
and want to be made perfect in the fleſh, their fleſbly labours, 
and activity. But, O Lord God of power, © ariſe, and let 


t 


1914 
thine enemies be ſcattered, that we may come up beſore Thee in 
the beauty of holineſs, and in newneſs of life, in amiable 
walking with circumſpection, and cloathed with the ſpirit of 
righteouſneſs ; ” thus may Thou vet bring up the church as out 
of the wilderneſs, and many may have to ſee thy glory, and to 
rejoice in it. 


Thus O Father which art in heaven, enable us with the 
united ſacrifice of thankſgiving, to render to Thee the attributes 
of praiſe, and to hallow thy great and excellent name; may 
it come before Thee an acceptable oblation. And it is in view 
of unſpeakable mercy we intreat that Thy will may be done 
in us, as it is in heaven, with a perfeted mind, “and forgive 
us our treſpaſſes, blot out all our tranſgreſſions; thus, O 
Lord! dreſs thou our garden, and come, and fave thy people 
with thy everlaſting ſalvation ; be with us in the exerciſes and 
difficulties of our race, help us along through this uncertain 
ſtate, cloath thy people with thy ſalvation, and be the deſire of 
the nations, their peculiar glory who delight in Thee. 


It is to Thee, the former of heaven and earth, with reve- 
rence we repeat a portion of holy humble worſhip ; it is to Thee 
that makes ** the clouds thy chariots, that walketh on the wings 
of the wind, that layeth beams of his chambers in the 
waters.” It is to Thee whoſe name we cannot ſpeak, whoſe 
praiſe angels cannot ſufficiently celebrate ; it is to Thee whom 
none can comprehend to the full, the glories of thy name, we 
lift up our hearts with our hands in the ſolemn act of humble 
worſhip, intreating that we may acceptably ſpeak thereof, and 
aſcribe the praiſe to Thee; * for thine is the kingdom, the 
Power, and the glory, for evermore.“ Amen, 


— — 
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